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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on October 23. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 24 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
Russia's domestic production of artillery shells, supplemented by increased 
ammunition imports from North Korea, will likely allow Russian forces to sustain 
sufficient rates of artillery fire in Ukraine in 2024, albeit at a relatively lower level than 
during 2022. Estonian Defense Forces Intelligence Center Head Colonel Ants Kiviselg stated on 
October 20 that Russia still has around four million artillery shells remaining, which Russian forces 
can use for "low intensity" warfare for an additional year.[1] Kiviselg noted that there are reports that 
North Korea has shipped up to 1,000 containers of ammunition to Russia, each containing between 
300-500 pieces of artillery ammunition.[2] Kiviselg estimated that North Korea may have therefore 
provided between 300,000-500,000 pieces of ammunition to Russia, which can last up to one month 
at the current daily rate of consumption of around 10,000 shells a day.[3] Ukrainian military analyst 
Colonel Petro Chernyk reported on October 23 that Russian forces are currently firing between 
10,000-15,000 shells a day, significantly lower than rates of fire in summer 2022 of 45,000-80,000 
shells per day.[4] However, Western sources and satellite imagery have confirmed that North Korean 
deliveries, likely mostly comprised of artillery shells, have drastically increased since Russian and 
North Korean authorities likely began more official military-technical cooperation in September, as 
ISW previously reported, and North Korea is likely to provide further deliveries.[5] Based on Western 
estimates of Russian artillery production capacity and continued North Korean artillery exports, 
Russia will likely be able to maintain generally sufficient rates of fire in the foreseeable future. While 
an overall decrease in Russian fire rates could impede the ability of Russian forces to conduct large 
scale offensive operations, Russian forces are unlikely to face widespread shortages which would 
chronically undermine defensive operations, and the drop in the rate of fire will not inherently 
provide Ukrainian forces an advantage. The degree to which Ukraine’s international partners sustain 
Ukraine’s ability to sustain an effective weight of fire relative to Russian forces will be a key 
determiner of respective capabilities in 2024. 
  
Russian forces conducted another series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine 
on the night of October 22 to 23. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 
13 Shahed-131/136 drones, one unspecified drone, and one Kh-59 cruise missile and that Ukrainian 
forces destroyed all targets.[6] Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Russian 
forces conducted nine airstrikes using an unspecified number of Kh-31 anti-radar air-to-
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surface missiles.[7] Ukrainian Southern Operational Command also reported that Ukrainian forces 
shot down nine Shahed drones that Russian forces aimed at port infrastructure in Odesa 
Oblast.[8] Russian forces have routinely targeted port and grain infrastructure in Odesa Oblast, and 
Ukrainian officials reported that Russia will likely renew strikes against Ukrainian critical 
infrastructure in the fall and winter.[9] Russia will likely continue to target Ukrainian port and grain 
infrastructure in an attempt to disrupt Ukrainian grain exports as Russia tries to expand its own grain 
exports, most recently through a 2.7 trillion-ruble (about $26.5 billion) grain contract with China 
signed on October 17.[10] 
  
Ukrainian forces advanced south of Bakhmut on October 23 amid continued 
counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia 
Oblast. Geolocated footage published on October 22 indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced across 
the railway line north of Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut), confirming prior statements by 
the Ukrainian General Staff and Russian milbloggers.[11] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 
Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast) 
direction.[12] 
  
The Russian government appears to be emphasizing defense spending over social 
programs in the 2024 federal budget despite contrary messaging intended to reassure 
the Russian populace. The United Kingdom Ministry of Defense (UK MoD) reported on October 
23 that the Russian government’s proposed 2024 budget includes a 68 percent increase in planned 
defense spending compared to 2023, increasing defense spending to six percent of Russian 
GDP.[13] The UK MoD noted that the Russian government will likely spend more money on payments 
and healthcare costs for wounded servicemen, a large portion of whom will likely require lifelong 
medical care, and for families of Russian servicemen killed in combat. The UK MoD stated that 
consistently heightened military spending will likely contribute to greater inflation within Russia. The 
UK MoD added that the Russian government has not proposed increased civilian education or 
healthcare spending in the 2024 budget, effectively cutting those budgets considering inflation rates. 
Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov notably claimed on October 16 that the Russian 2024-2026 
draft budget is “not a military budget” during a State Duma Budget and Tax Committee 
meeting.[14] Siluanov added that the fulfillment of social obligations is one of the highest priority 
areas of the Russian federal budget, 30.5 percent of which is allocated to social issues. Siluanov’s 
statement indicates that Russian authorities still feel the need to downplay increased defense 
spending ahead of the March 2024 Russian presidential elections due to concerns about how the 
Russian population views this issue and the war in Ukraine as a whole. ISW previously reported that 
Russian President Vladimir Putin reportedly intends to discuss the war in Ukraine as little as possible 
in political messaging leading up to the presidential election.[15] Russian authorities may increasingly 
highlight social spending over defense spending as the presidential election draws closer, despite the 
reality of increased defense spending. 
  
Ukrainian Air Force Command Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat stated on October 22 
that the first group of Ukrainian pilots will begin training with instructors on F-16 
fighter jets “in the near future.”[16] The pilots are currently training on F-16 
simulators. Politico reported on October 13 that an unnamed US official stated that the pilots’ training 
may be accelerated due to Ukrainian forces’ urgent need for fighter jets.[17] 
  
Key Takeaways: 
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• Russia's domestic production of artillery shells, supplemented by increased 
ammunition imports from North Korea, will likely allow Russian forces to 
sustain sufficient rates of artillery fire in Ukraine in 2024, albeit at a relatively 
lower level than during 2022. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Avdiivka and made 
confirmed advances northeast of Avdiivka. 

• Russian sources claimed that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces back 
from some newly captured positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast 
but noted that Ukrainian forces maintain a presence on the east bank. 

• Russian forces conducted another series of missile and drone strikes against 
Ukraine on the night of October 22 to 23. 

• Ukrainian forces advanced south of Bakhmut on October 23 amid continued 
counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia Oblast. 

• The Russian government appears to be emphasizing defense spending over 
social programs in the 2024 federal budget despite contrary messaging 
intended to reassure the Russian populace. 

• Ukrainian Air Force Command Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat stated on 
October 22 that the first group of Ukrainian pilots will begin training with 
instructors on F-16 fighter jets “in the near future.” 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Kupyansk, along the 
Svatove-Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, south of Donetsk City, in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast and made 
confirmed gains in some areas. 

• Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu met with Russian Federation Council 
Speaker Valentina Matvienko and the Federation Committee on Defense and 
Security on October 23. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoTOctober23%2C2023.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Kupyansk on October 23 and made a limited 
confirmed advance. Geolocated footage published on October 22 indicates that Russian forces 
marginally advanced southeast of Ivanivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk).[18] A Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces are slowly advancing toward Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk) and 
Petropavlivka (7km east of Kupyansk).[19] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian 
forces repelled Russian attacks near Synkivka and Ivanivka.[20] Ukrainian military observer 
Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that elements of the 15th Motorized Rifle Regiment (2nd Motorized 
Rifle Division) and 26th Tank Regiment (47th Tank Division) both of the 1st Guards Tank Army 
attacked near Ivanivka and Kyslivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk).[21] Mashovets stated that 
elements of the 138th and 25th Motorized Rifle Brigades (both of the 6th Combined Arms Army, 
Western Military District) unsuccessfully attacked near Synkivka.[22] Ukrainian “Steel Cordon” 
Border Guards Assault Brigade Spokesperson Ivan Shevtsov stated that Russian forces have changed 
their tactics and are conducting assaults with groups of up to 30 personnel without equipment in the 
Kupyansk direction, while Russian forces attack with 30 to 50 personnel using heavy equipment in 
the Lyman direction.[23] 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Kupyansk on October 23. 
The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Synkivka and 
Ivanivka.[24] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near 
Petropavlivka.[25] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Svatove-Kreminna line on October 23 but 
did not make confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are 600 meters 
away from Makiivka (20km southwest of Svatove), although ISW can only confirm that Russian forces 
hold positions within 2km from Svatove at their closest point.[26] Another Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces made limited advances in the Serebryanske forest area (11km south of 
Kreminna) in the past week.[27] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 
Russian attacks near Nadiya (15km west of Svatove) and the Serebryanske forest area.[28] A Russian 
milblogger claimed that fighting is ongoing in the Siversk direction (19km south of Kreminna).[29] 
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked along the Svatove-Kreminna 
line on October 23. The Russian MoD and other Russian sources claimed that Russian forces repelled 
attacks near Nadiya, Novoyehorivka (16km southwest of Svatove), Hryhorivka (11km south of 
Kreminna), Dibrova (7km southwest of Kreminna) and in the Svyato-Pokrovske direction (23km 
southwest of Kreminna).[30] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 
 
Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 23 and made confirmed 
advances. Geolocated footage published on October 22 indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced 
across the railway northeast of Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut), confirming prior 
statements made by both the Ukrainian General Staff and Russian milbloggers since October 
18.[31] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued offensive actions south 
of Bakhmut.[32] Russian sources continued to contest the fact that Ukrainian forces crossed the 
railway line and claimed on October 22 and 23 that Ukrainian unsuccessfully attempted to cross the 
railway near Klishchiivka, whereas other Russian milbloggers claimed on October 23 that Russian 
forces pushed Ukrainian forces away from the railway near Klishchiivka and Andriivka (10km 
southwest of Bakhmut).[33] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces successfully 
counterattacked near Khromove (immediately west of Bakhmut) and in the direction of Bohdanivka 
(6km northwest of Bakhmut).[34] The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully 
attacked near Bohdanivka.[35] The Russian MoD also claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian 
attacks and struck Ukrainian personnel and equipment concentration areas near the Berkhivka 
reservoir (about 2km northwest of Bakhmut) and Klishchiivka and in the Soledar direction northeast 
of Bakhmut.[36] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Bakhmut but did not make any claimed or 
confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully 
attacked near Bohdanivka, Khromove, Ivanivske (6km west of Bakhmut), Klishchiivka, Andriivka, 
and Druzhba (18km southwest of Bakhmut).[37] Russian and Ukrainian sources stated that Russian 
forces attacked east of Klishchiivka, near Andriivka and Khromove, and in the direction of 
Bohdanivka.[38] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 22 that Russian forces persistently 
attacked near Klishchiivka and Andriivka in the past week but struggled to push Ukrainian forces 
back from the railway due to Ukrainian control of the heights in the area.[39] Ukrainian military 
observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated on October 23 that elements of the Russian 1428th Territorial 
Defense Motorized Rifle Regiment, 83rd Guards Air Assault (VDV) Brigade, and 4th Separate 
Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Luhansk People's Republic [LNR] Army Corps) are operating near 
Klishchiivka and Andriivka.[40] Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov claimed that elements of 
the Russian 346th Spetsnaz Brigade (Russian General Staff Main Directorate [GRU]), 4th Separate 
Motorized Rifle Brigade of the 2nd LNR Army Corps, and Chechen “Akhmat” Spetsnaz forces are 
operating near Andriivka and that elements of the Russian 57th Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th 
Motorized Rifle Division, 3rd Army Corps, Western Military District) and Chechen “Akhmat” 
Spetsnaz forces are operating in the Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut) direction.[41] A 
Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian 98th VDV Division are operating east of 
Khromove.[42] 
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Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Avdiivka and made confirmed advances on 
October 23. Geolocated footage published on October 23 indicates that Russian forces advanced 
southwest of Krasnohorivka (5km northeast of Avdiivka).[43] Russian sources claimed that Russian 
forces have advanced almost two kilometers in the Avdiivka area in the past few days.[44] Russian 
milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced near Pervomaiske (11km southwest of Avdiivka) 
and to the railway line north of the waste heap area northwest of Avdiivka.[45] A Ukrainian source 
stated that the waste heap is a contested “gray zone,” and a Russian milblogger claimed on October 22 
that Russian forces are unable to take control of the waste heap due to heavy Ukrainian artillery 
fire.[46] Another Russian milblogger claimed on October 22 that Russian forces broke through to the 
waste heap and railway near Stepove (8km northwest of Avdiivka) and pushed Ukrainian forces back 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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near Sieverne (6km west of Avdiivka) and Spartak (4km south of Avdiivka) in the past week.[47] A 
Ukrainian source stated on October 23 that Russian forces, including elements of the Russian 9th 
Motorized Rifle Brigade (Donetsk People’s Republic [DNR] 1st Army Corps), 110th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (DNR 1st Army Corps), and 55th Motorized Rifle Brigade (41st Combined Arms Army, 
Central Military District), advanced near Optyne (4km south of Avdiivka) and Vodyane (7km 
southwest of Avdiivka).[48] Mashovets stated that elements of the Russian 1st Motorized Rifle 
Brigade and 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (both of the DNR 1st Army Corps) pushed Ukrainian forces 
200 meters back near Opytne (4km south of Avdiivka) and that elements of the 114th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (DNR 1st Army Corps) gained a foothold west of Krasnohorivka.[49] A Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces attacked near Stepove, Novokalynove (7km north of Avdiivka), Sieverne, 
and south of Avdiivka.[50] Ukrainian sources, including the Ukrainian General Staff, reported that 
Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Keramik (10km northwest of Avdiivka), Stepove, 
Tonenke (5km west of Avdiivka), Avdiivka, Opytne, Pervomaiske, and south of the Tsarska Okhota 
restaurant south of Avdiivka.[51] A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the Russian MoD-
controlled “Redut” private military company (PMC) are operating in the Avdiivka area.[52] A 
Ukrainian source stated that Russian forces are forming assault groups, including elements of the 
Russian 106th VDV Division and the 1st Army Corps.[53] Mashovets stated that elements of the 
Russian 21st Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Combined Arms Army) were also redeployed from the 
Lyman direction to the Avdiivka area.[54] 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near Avdiivka on October 23 but did 
not make any claimed or confirmed advances. Russian sources claimed on October 22 and 23 that 
Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near the waste heap northwest of Avdiivka, Pisky (8km 
southwest of Donetsk City), Vodyane, Opytne, and Pervomaiske.[55] A Russian milblogger continued 
to deny claims of Ukrainian advances near Pisky and Opytne on October 23.[56] Another Russian 
milblogger claimed on October 22 that Ukrainian forces advanced near Pisky in the past week.[57] 
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Russian forces conducted offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on October 23 but did not 
make any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced near 
Nevelske (directly west of Donetsk City) and attacked near Novomykhailivka (10km southwest of 
Donetsk City) and in Marinka.[58] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
unsuccessfully attacked near Marinka, Nevelske, Pobieda (5km southwest of Donetsk City), and 
Novomykhailivka.[59] A Russian milblogger claimed that positional battles are ongoing near 
Marinka, Novomykhailivka, and Vuhledar (30km southwest of Donetsk City).[60] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City 
on October 23. 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
Russian forces continued ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast area on October 23 and 
made confirmed gains. Geolocated footage posted on October 22 shows that Russian forces have 
marginally advanced north of Pryyutne (15km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[61] Several Russian 
sources claimed that Russian forces counterattacked and advanced nearly 3 kilometers near Pryytune, 
although the available geolocated footage only confirms that Russian forces have advanced less than a 
kilometer in the area.[62] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces attempted to improve 
their tactical positions near Novodonetske (11km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), Novomayorske 
(18km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), and Urozhaine (10km south of Velyka Novosilka).[63] A 
Russian milblogger posted footage purportedly of the Russian 40th Naval Infantry Brigade (Pacific 
Fleet) operating near Novomayorske.[64] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
conducted unsuccessful attacks southeast of Velyka Novosilka near Zolota Nyva and Prechystivka, 
11km and 18km southeast of Velyka Novosilka respectively.[65] 
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia 
Oblast border area on October 23 and reportedly made a limited advance. One milblogger claimed 
that Ukrainian attacks forced Russian troops out of some positions near Novodonetske.[66] The 
Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Russian forces stopped a Ukrainian troop rotation 
near Novomayorske.[67] 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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Russian forces conducted counterattacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 23 and reportedly 
restored some lost positions. The Ukrainian General Staff stated that Russian forces conducted 
unsuccessful ground attacks near Robotyne, Verbove (10km east of Robotyne), and southeast of Mala 
Tokmachka (10km northeast of Robotyne).[68] Zaporizhia Oblast occupation deputy Vladimir Rogov 
claimed that Russian forces launched a counterattack near Verbove and retook several 
strongholds.[69] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces counterattacked northwest of 
Robotyne and near Verbove.[70] The Russian MoD posted footage of the 7th Guards Mountain Air 
Assault Division operating a TOS-1A thermobaric artillery system near Verbove.[71] 

 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 23 but did 
not make any claimed or confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian 
troops are continuing offensive operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia) direction.[72] The 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian attack near Robotyne.[73] Several 
Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces launched attacks on the Robotyne-Verbove line 
and northwest of Robotyne towards Kopani (5km northwest of Robotyne), but that Russian forces 
repelled the attacks.[74] A Russian milblogger claimed that localized and positional attacks are 
ongoing west of Robotyne in the Zherebryanky-Pyatykhatky sector of the front.[75] 

 

Russian sources claimed that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces back from some newly captured 
Ukrainian positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast but noted that Ukrainian forces still 
maintain a presence on the east bank. Two prominent Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian 
forces counterattacked and pushed Ukrainian troops back from positions in Krynky (30km east of 
Kherson City and 2km from the Dnipro River).[76] Geolocated footage posted on October 23 confirms 
that Ukrainian forces advanced to positions north of Pidstepne (20km east of Kherson City and 3km 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png
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from the Dnipro River).[77] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces continue to operate on the 
east bank between Krynky and Pidstepne and warned that Ukrainian troops hope to break through 
the Pidstepne-Pishchanivka line towards Oleshky (5km directly southeast of Kherson 
City).[78] Ukrainian military observer Konstantyn Mashovets noted that Russian forces appear to be 
constructing a "mobile tactical reserve" group comprised of motorized rifle units and battalions of 
various private military companies (PMCs) in the Oleshky area to quickly deploy small groups into 
contested areas on the east bank.[79] Mashovets also reported that Russia is laterally redeploying 
elements of the 58th Combined Arms Army (Southern Military District) away from the western 
Zaporizhia direction to Kherson Oblast, indicating that the Russian command sees Ukrainian actions 
on the east bank as a substantial threat.[80] 
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 
 
Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu met with Russian Federation Council Speaker Valentina 
Matvienko and the Federation Committee on Defense and Security on October 23.[81] Shoigu and the 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 23%2C2023.png


19  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 
 

senators discussed the “most pressing issues of supporting” the war in Ukraine, including fulfilling 
budgetary targets weapons and equipment supply, supporting Russian servicemen and their families, 
and other unspecified legislative initiatives. Shoigu emphasized the importance of Russian defense-
industrial base (DIB) enterprises in meeting the needs of the Russian military. 
 
Ukrainian Luhansk Oblast Military Administration Head Artem Lysohor stated on October 23 that 
occupation authorities are mobilizing full-time university students in occupied Luhansk 
Oblast.[82] Lysohor stated that occupation authorities forced students from the Donbas State 
Technical University in occupied Alchevsk, Luhansk Oblast to take academic leave to serve with the 
Russian military. 
 
The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 23 that occupation police are searching occupied 
Nova Kakhovka, Kherson Oblast for up to 60 Russian servicemen who reportedly deserted their 
posts.[83] 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 
 
The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on October 23 that occupation collaborators, university 
administrators, and members of pro-Kremlin organizations are forcing civilians to donate blood in 
occupied Donetsk Oblast, likely to transfuse into wounded Russian servicemen fighting near 
Avdiivka.[84] 
  
Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
  
Russian authorities are increasing the number of convictions and intensifying punishments for 
individuals found guilty of spreading "false information" about or "discrediting" the Russian military. 
Russian news outlet Kommersant reported on October 23 that Russian courts convicted 21 people of 
spreading false information about the Russian military in the first six months of 2023 in comparison 
to 14 total convictions in 2022.[85] Kommersant also noted that Russian courts imprisoned eight 
people in 2023 for spreading false information about the Russian military, whereas Russian courts 
only imprisoned two people on the same charge in 2022.[86] Kommersant reported that Russian 
courts fined and convicted three people of discrediting the Russian military in 2022, whereas Russian 
courts have convicted 15 people on the same charge and sentenced two of them to imprisonment in 
2023.[87] 
 
Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus)  

The Ukrainian Resistance Center reported on October 23 that Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) 
officers accused the Belarusian defense-industrial base (DIB) of disrupting the supply of equipment to 
the Russian military.[88] Russian authorities are reportedly concerned that Belarus is prioritizing 
supplying materiel to other countries, such as Iran, and are demanding Belarusian DIB companies 
prioritize Russia. 
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Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, October 22, 2023 
 

Karolina Hird, Angelica Evans, Christina Harward, Riley Bailey, and Mason Clark 
 

October 22, 2023, 4:45pm ET 
  

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30pm ET on October 22. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 23 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
Russian forces are funneling additional forces to the Avdiivka front despite ongoing 
challenges with frontal mechanized assaults and the failure of a renewed push on 
October 19-20. Several Russian milbloggers claimed that there were no significant changes along 
the front in the Avdiivka direction on October 22.[1] Russian forces are likely once again pausing 
following a failed major push which suffered heavy losses. A prominent Russian milblogger claimed 
that Ukrainian forces “unexpectedly” counterattacked in the direction of Pisky (8km southwest of 
Donetsk City) and pushed Russian forces from positions in the area. Another milblogger stated that 
claims of Ukrainian advances near Pisky and Opytne (4km south of Avdiivka) are false.[2] Another 
Russian source allegedly serving in the Avdiivka direction claimed that Ukrainian forces did not 
conduct counterattacks in his unspecified sector of the front.[3] Geolocated footage published on 
October 21 indicates that Russian forces recently made marginal advances southeast of Pervomaiske 
(11km southwest of Avdiivka).[4] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces have not 
completely cleared the Avdiivka waste heap area and that the area is currently a contested “gray 
zone.”[5]  

A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger discussed difficulties that may be contributing to a “positional 
deadlock” for Russian offensive operations in the Avdiivka direction as of October 22.[6] The 
milblogger claimed that it is difficult to conduct maneuver warfare on a static front line with a large 
number of personnel and fortified areas on both sides. The milblogger noted that Ukrainian drones 
and other precision weapons have made armored vehicles increasingly vulnerable and have made 
ground attacks increasingly difficult. The milblogger also noted that Russian forces are facing 
difficulties in overcoming Ukrainian minefields near Avdiivka and are unable to completely destroy 
Ukrainian logistics, allowing the Ukrainian command to quickly transfer personnel to critical areas. 
Russian sources have previously claimed that Ukrainian defensive fortifications pose a significant 
challenge to Russian advances around Avdiivka.[7] These challenges are highly similar to those faced 
by Ukrainian forces in southern Ukraine in the initial weeks of the ongoing Ukrainian 
counteroffensive in June 2023. However, it remains to be seen if Russian forces have the capabilities 
and flexibility to adapt in some manner, as Ukrainian forces did following early setbacks in June 
2023. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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Ukrainian sources stated that Russian forces continue to transfer personnel to the Avdiivka direction 
to support offensive efforts despite heavy losses. Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson 
Colonel Oleksandr Shtupun stated that the Russian military is deploying personnel from Russian 
territory directly to the Avdiivka direction to replace personnel losses.[8] Ukrainian military observer 
Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that the Russian military command has recently transferred several 
Russian regiments comprised of mobilized personnel to the Avdiivka direction, indicating that Russia 
likely does not plan to abandon operations in this direction.[9] Mashovets noted that the Russian 
military also transferred elements of the 57th Motorized Rifle Regiment (6th Motorized Rifle Division, 
3rd Army Corps, Western Military District) to the Spartak-Yakolivka-Minerale-Kashtanove area (4km 
south to 5km southeast of Avdiivka). 
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Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast on October 22. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian troops 
continue offensive actions south of Bakhmut and in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast) 
directions.[10] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Oleksandr Shtupun noted 
that Ukrainian forces maintained offensive pressure in western Zaporizhia Oblast despite active 
Russian hostilities in the Avdiivka direction.[11] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on 
October 22. Ukrainian military officials reported that Russian forces launched eight S-300 missiles, 
a Kh-59 missile, three Shahed-131/136 drones, and two drones of an unspecified type at targets in 
Ukraine and that Ukrainian air defenses destroyed the three Shahed drones and the Kh-59 
missile.[12] Ukrainian officials reported that Russian forces struck the “Nova Poshta” terminal near 
Kharkiv City as well as Kostyantynivka, Donetsk Oblast with S-300 missiles.[13] Ukrainian Air Force 
Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat specified that reports about drones of an unspecified type refer to 
makeshift Russian drones constructed from simple materials, which include engines acquired from 
AliExpress.[14] 
  
The nationalist pro-war Russian information space is reckoning with the possibility of a 
major demographic decline by weaponizing anti-migrant rhetoric. The Russian Federal 
State Statistics Service (Rosstat) published a new demographic forecast for the Russian Federation on 
October 20 that predicts that Russia's population will decrease to 138.77 million people by January 1, 
2046.[15] Rosstat estimated that the rate of natural population decline will exceed 600,000 people 
per year between 2024-2032 but will slow to 400,000 people per year from 2032-2046.[16] Several 
Russian commentators seized on these statistics and warned that they portend “demographic 
catastrophe” if restorative measures are not undertaken immediately.[17] One Russian source blamed 
Russia’s declining population on migrants and called for ethnic Russians to immediately increase the 
national birthrate, as well as to automate many production systems to replace migrant labor.[18] ISW 
has previously reported on instances of vocal Russian nationalist enclaves within the pro-war 
information space amplifying anti-migrant rhetoric to explain away and try to remedy reports of 
Russian demographic transitions.[19] Such rhetoric is particularly noteworthy as the Russian force 
generation apparatus is increasingly exploiting migrant and other ethnic minority communities as a 
mobilization resource, which ISW outlines in the force generation section of today’s update.[20] 
  
A prominent Russian milblogger and frontline commander criticized Russian top-down 
censorship campaigns. Russian “Vostok” Battalion Commander Alexander Khodakovsky claimed 
on October 22 that many Russians are dissatisfied with official reports and summaries about the war 
in Ukraine and urged Russian officials to report honestly about the frontline to garner wider public 
support.[21] Khodakovsky, who has consistently complained about problems affecting Russian 
combat operations, claimed that all of his statements are “inspected with increased scrutiny” given his 
official status.[22] Khodakovsky argued that one can “install filters on the central media” but cannot 
make people think a certain way.[23] Khodakovsky claimed that unspecified actors who are 
“embarrassed” by his statements are pushing Rosgvardia to take action against him for his 
criticisms.[24] Khodakovsky was appointed the deputy head of the Main Directorate of Rosgvardia in 
occupied Donetsk Oblast in February 2023 and commands Rosgvardia’s special rapid response and 
riot police (OMON and SOBR) in occupied Donetsk Oblast.[25] Khodakovsky‘s claim, if true, 
indicates that some actors may be trying to leverage Rosgvardia's likely concern about potential 
repercussions for Khodakovsky’s increasingly vocal criticisms, which have become more conspicuous 
as other Russian milbloggers engage in greater self-censorship over fears of running afoul of Russian 
authorities.[26] 
  
Deceased Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin's ideological and rhetorical 
campaign against the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) has largely become decoupled 
from the issue of the Wagner Group and appears to have outlived Prigozhin 
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himself. Russian lawyer Kirill Kachur, whom the Russian Investigative Committee charged in 
absentia for embezzlement and bribery in 2022, claimed on October 22 that Prigozhin filed 
applications to the Russian Investigative Committee to initiate a criminal case against Russian 
Defense Minister Army General Sergei Shoigu and Chief of the General Staff Army General Valery 
Gerasimov for the “genocide of the Russian people, the murder to tens of thousands of Russian 
citizens, and the transfer of Russian territories to the enemy” before Wagner’s June 24 armed 
rebellion.[27] Kachur appealed to Investigative Committee Head Alexander Bastrykin to publicly 
address what has happened to these applications since Prigozhin’s death and concluded that Russians 
who support Prigozhin and his message should coalesce around the ideological principles Prigozhin 
espoused and push for the restoration of justice in Russian society.[28] Kachur’s invocation of 
Prigozhin’s ideological opposition to the Russian MoD suggests that the intense dislike for and 
disapproval of the MoD has outlived Prigozhin, even as the Wagner Group has disbanded as a 
centralized entity. A select camp within the Russian information space that aligns itself with 
Prigozhin’s hyper-nationalist pro-war, yet anti-MoD ideology will likely continue to launch 
informational critiques on the MoD and the Russian military command as the war continues. 
  
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Russian forces are funneling additional forces to the Avdiivka front despite 
ongoing challenges with frontal mechanized assaults and the failure of a 
renewed push on October 19-20. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 22. 

• Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine 
on October 22. 

• The nationalist pro-war Russian information space is reckoning with the 
possibility of a major demographic decline by weaponizing anti-migrant 
rhetoric. 

• A prominent Russian milblogger and frontline commander criticized Russian 
top-down censorship campaigns. 

• Deceased Wagner Group financier Yevgeny Prigozhin's ideological and 
rhetorical campaign against the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) has largely 
become decoupled from the issue of the Wagner Group and appears to have 
outlived Prigozhin himself. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, along the Avdiivka-Donetsk City line, in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast and 
advanced in some areas on October 22. 

• Russian authorities are intensifying mobilization efforts targeting Central 
Asian migrant communities. 

• Russian occupation authorities continue to use cultural and education 
programs to forcibly Russify Ukrainian children. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTOctober 22%2C2023.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 
 
Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line and made 
confirmed advances. Geolocated footage posted on October 22 indicates that Russian forces advanced 
southwest of Pershotravneve (21km northeast of Kupyansk), southwest of Yahidne (22km southeast 
of Kupyansk), and east of Terny (17km west of Kreminna).[29] A Russian news aggregator claimed on 
October 21 that Russian forces achieved unspecified success in the Serebryanske forest area (10km 
southwest of Kremmina).[30] The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 22 that Russian 
forces unsuccessfully attacked near Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk), Ivanivka (20km southeast 
of Kupyansk), Nadiya (15km west of Svatove), Bilohorivka (12km south of Kreminna), the 
Serebryanske forest area (10km southwest of Kreminna), and Spirne (25km south of 
Kreminna).[31] A Russian milblogger claimed that the Russian MoD recently implied that Russian 
forces have gone on the defensive in the Kupyansk direction and near Torske (15km west of 
Kreminna), although ISW has not observed evidence of this claim.[32] Ukrainian military observer 
Konstantyn Mashovets reported that Russian forces temporarily halted offensive operations near 
Ivanivka in order to respond to reported Ukrainian advances towards Orlyanka (22km east of 
Kupyansk).[33] Mashovets reported that elements of the Russian 2nd Motorized Rifle Division (1st 
Tank Army, Western Military District) have reinforced Russian forces in the Kupyansk direction, and 
a Russian milblogger also claimed that elements of the Russian 1st Tank Army are repelling Ukrainian 
counterattacks in this direction.[34] Ukrainian Ground Forces Command Spokesperson Lieutenant 
Colonel Volodymyr Fityo stated that Russian forces are transferring reserves consisting mostly of 
Storm-Z convict recruits to the Kupyansk and Lyman directions.[35] 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-
Svatove-Kreminna line but did not make any claimed or confirmed advances. The Russian MoD 
claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Synkivka, Ivanivka, Nadiya, Torske, the 
Serebryanske forest area, and Dibrova (7km southwest of Kreminna).[36] A Russian news aggregator 
claimed on October 21 that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Synkivka and Makiivka 
(22km northwest of Kreminna).[37] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Draft Map October%2C 22%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Ukrainian forces continued ground attacks near Bakhmut on October 22 and reportedly advanced. 
Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces are intensifying their 
operations along the Bakhmut-Horlivka railway line and claimed that Ukrainian forces crossed the 
railway line north of Zelonopillya (12km southwest of Bakhmut).[38] The Russian MoD claimed that 
Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Bohdanivka (5km northwest of Bakhmut) and 
Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut).[39] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces 
continued attempts to cross the railway along the Klishchiivka-Andriivka (7-10km southwest of 
Bakhmut) line on October 21 and 22.[40] 

Russian forces continued ground attacks near Bakhmut on October 22 but did not make any claimed 
or confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 
attacks near Vasyukivka (16km north of Bakhmut), Bohdanivka, Khromove (immediately west of 
Bakhmut), Andriivka, and Druzhba (18km southwest of Bakhmut).[41] Ukrainian Ground Forces 
Command Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Volodymyr Fityo stated that Russian forces also attacked 
near Klishchiivka.[42] Mashovets stated that Russian forces, particularly elements of the 200th 
Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps, Northern Fleet) and the 331st Guards Airborne 
(VDV) Regiment (98th VDV Division), intensified activity in the direction of Bohdanivka, Yahidne 
(directly north of Bakhmut), and Khromove over the last few days.[43] Mashovets added that 
elements of the Russian 4th Motorized Rifle Brigade (Luhansk People‘s Republic [LNR] 2nd Army 
Corps) and 83rd Guards Air Assault (VDV) Brigade are counterattacking near Klishchiivka and 
Zaitseve (6km southeast of Bakhmut).[44] The Russian MoD published footage on October 22 
claiming to show elements of the Russian 98th VDV Division operating on the northwestern outskirts 
of Bakhmut.[45] 
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Russian forces continued ground attacks near Avdiivka on October 22 and made a confirmed 
marginal advance south of Avdiivka. Geolocated footage published on October 21 indicates that 
Russian forces marginally advanced southeast of Pervomaiske (11km southwest of Avdiivka).[46] The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Keramik (10km 
northwest of Avdiivka), Stepove (3km northwest of Avdiivka), Avdiivka, Tonenke (5km west of 
Avdiivka), Opytne (3km southwest of Avdiivka), Nevelske, and Pervomaiske.[47] A prominent 
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces also attacked near Novokalynove (7km north of 
Avdiivka) and advanced near Stepove.[48] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated 
that elements of the 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade and 110th Motorized Rifle Brigade (both units of the 
Donetsk People’s Republic [DNR] 1st Army Corps) unsuccessfully attacked in the Vodyane-Tonenke 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png


11  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 
 

(5-7km southwest of Avdiivka), Vodyane-Netaylove (5-14km souhtwest of Avdiivka), and Pisky-
Pervomaiske (8-11km southwest of Avdiivka) directions.[49] 

 

Russian forces continued ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City on October 22 but did not make 
any claimed or confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 
repelled over 20 Russian attacks near Marinka, Krasnohorivka, and Pobieda (all on the southwestern 
outskirts of Donetsk City), Nevelske (directly west of Donetsk City), and Novomykhailivka (25km 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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southwest of Donetsk City).[50] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 
unsuccessfully attacked near Marinka and Novomykhailivka.[51] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City 
on October 22. 

Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted limited ground attacks along the 
administrative border between Donetsk and Zaporizhia oblasts on October 22 and advanced. A 
Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces made marginal advances near Novodonetske (12km 
southeast of Velyka Novosilka).[52] Another Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces 
continued attempts to occupy heights between Pryyutne (14km southwest of Velyka Novosilka) and 
Staromayorske (9km south of Velyka Novosilka) but did not specify an outcome.[53] 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 22 
but did not make any confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian 
forces repelled Russian attacks near Prechystivka (17km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), Zolota Nyva 
(11km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), Staromayorske, and Pryyutne.[54] Russian sources claimed on 
October 21 and 22 that Russian forces advanced near Pryyutne.[55] A Russian milblogger claimed on 
October 22 that Russian forces also counterattacked near Poltavka (28km southwest of Velyka 
Novosilka) and characterized the area as a new direction for Russian offensive actions.[56] 
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 22 but did 
not make any confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued 
offensive operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast) direction.[57] Russian sources, 
including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian 
assaults near Robotyne, Novoprokopivka (3km south of Robotyne), and Verbove (9km west of 
Robotyne).[58] A Russian milblogger claimed that small Ukrainian groups are conducting 
reconnaissance-in-force operations near Verbove.[59] 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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Russian forces counterattacked in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 22 but did not make any 
confirmed or claimed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 
Russian assaults near Robotyne and Verbove.[60] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian 
Airborne (VDV) elements conducted successful counterattacks in an unspecified location in the 
Robotyne area.[61] A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the 83rd Guards VDV Brigade is 
operating along the Myrne-Nesteryanka line (up to 12km northwest of Robotyne).[62] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pryatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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Ukrainian forces reportedly maintain positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast as of October 
22. Russian sources continue to claim that Ukrainian forces are operating in Krynky (30km northeast 
of Kherson City and 2km from the Dnipro River) and that fighting is ongoing near the 
settlement.[63] One Russian milblogger claimed that fighting is ongoing near Pishchanivka (13km 
southeast of Kherson City and 3km from the Dnipro River), although no other Russian source has 
made claims about fighting near Pishchanivka since October 19.[64] Ukrainian military observer 
Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces expanded their presence on the east bank and 
control positions from the Dnipro shoreline to the upper Konka River, although available visual 
evidence so far indicates that Ukrainian forces have a smaller presence on the east bank.[65] A 
Russian source claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced up to 5km between Oleshky (7km south of 
Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River) and Kozachi Laheri (22km east of Kherson City and 
3km from the Dnipro River) after launching a larger-than-usual ground activity on the east bank on 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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the night of October 17 to 18 but that Russian forces later pushed Ukrainian forces out of these 
positions.[66] The Russian MoD claimed on October 22 that Russian forces prevented Ukrainian 
sabotage and reconnaissance groups from crossing the Dnipro River near Prydniprovske (8km east of 
Kherson City), Tyahinka (30km east of Kherson City), and Krynky.[67] A Russian milblogger claimed 
that elements of the Russian 70th Motorized Rifle Division (reportedly of the 18th Combined Arms 
Army), 810th Separate Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet), 177th Separate Naval Infantry 
Regiment (Caspian Flotilla), 126th Separate Coast Guard Brigade (22nd Army Corps, Black Sea Fleet), 
8th Artillery Regiment (22nd Army Corps, Black Sea Fleet), and 127th Separate Reconnaissance 
Brigade (22nd Army Corps, Black Sea Fleet) are currently defending on the east bank.[68] 

Russian forces continue to conduct a high number of airstrikes against targets on the west (right) 
bank of Kherson Oblast as of October 22. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian aviation 
conducted airstrikes near Olhivka, Lviv, Tyahinka, Tokarivka, Ponyativka, and Barvinok in Kherson 
Oblast.[69] Kherson Oblast Military Administration head Oleksandr Prokudin reported that Russian 
aviation launched 12 glide bombs against settlements on the west bank on October 22.[70] Ukrainian 
Southern Operational Command Spokesperson Captain First Rank Nataliya Humenyuk stated that 
Russian forces launched 36 glide bombs over the past day.[71] 
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A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces launched an unspecified number of S-200 
missiles at occupied Sevastopol on October 22.[72] Other Russian sources did not comment on the 
reported launches, but Russian Radio Liberty’s Tatar-Bashkir service Idel Realii reported that 
Russian authorities temporarily closed the Kerch Strait Bridge to traffic.[73] Occupied Sevastopol 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 22%2C2023.png
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governor Mikhail Razvozhavev amplified air alert sirens for Sevastopol but did not comment on what 
activity the sirens were connected to.[74] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 

Russian authorities are intensifying mobilization efforts targeting Central Asian migrant 
communities. Russian opposition outlets reported on October 22 that Russian riot police conducted a 
raid on a mosque in Kotelniki, Moscow Oblast on October 20, detained several dozen worshippers, 
took them on buses to military registration and enlistment offices, and forced them to sign military 
service contracts.[75] Russian singer and TV show finalist Mamut Useinov stated that he was among 
the detainees and reported that Russian authorities threatened him and other detainees with 
imprisonment if they did not sign one-year military service contracts.[76] Useinov stated that 
authorities told the detainees that they would fight in Ukraine but did not specify a timeline for their 
deployment.[77] A Russian insider source relatedly claimed on October 22 that the Russian command 
sent an order to all departments of the Main Directorate of the Investigative Committee to “identify 
naturalized citizens of the Russian Federation who arrived from Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) countries and are evading military service” and demanded that the Russian Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MVD) provide lists of the names and addresses of naturalized citizens from CIS 
states.[78] The insider source noted that the Investigative Committee and police are raiding hostels, 
apartments, catering units, and mosques using these lists and taking detainees straight to military 
registration offices.[79] Several Russian sources praised the raid, underlining intense xenophobic 
sentiment towards Central Asian migrants, and claimed that naturalized migrants have a duty to serve 
Russia.[80] Investigative Committee Head Alexander Bastrykin has notably pushed for the targeted 
mobilization of migrants from Central Asia and the Caucasus, claiming that migrants have a 
"constitutional responsibility to protect the country that received them."[81] 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 
 
Russian occupation authorities continue to use cultural and education programs to forcibly Russify 
Ukrainian children. Zaporizhia occupation head Yevgeny Balitsky stated on October 22 that 200 
children from occupied Zaporizhia Oblast returned from a trip to Moscow and St. Petersburg with the 
"Cultural Map 4+85" program.[82] Balitsky claimed that over 2,500 children from occupied 
Zaporizhia Oblast will have participated in such cultural-educational programming by the end of 
2023.[83] The "Cultural Map 4+85" program began in August of 2023 and operates under the 
auspices of the Russian Ministry of Culture, which claimed that up to 10,000 children from occupied 
Zaporizhia, Kherson, Donetsk, and Luhansk oblasts will take part in the program and visit Russian 
cultural sites.[84] Such programs appear to target school-aged children and teenagers and likely 
intend to Russify them while actively distancing them from their Ukrainian identities. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Nothing significant to report. 
 
Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
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Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 

Satellite imagery indicates that Russian forces are expanding facilities in Belarus to store previously 
reported nuclear weapon deployments to Belarus. The Wall Street Journal published satellite 
imagery on October 18 showing the construction of a hangar near Asipovichy meant to house 
Iskander cruise missiles capable of carrying nuclear warheads.[85] The Wall Street Journal also 
reported that satellite imagery from the area shows the construction of facilities typical for Russian 
nuclear weapons warehouses.[86] ISW has repeatedly assessed and continues to assess that the 
forward deployment of these nuclear weapons will not critically change the Russian threat to NATO, 
and any Russian use of nuclear weapons in Ukraine remains extremely unlikely.[87] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, October 21, 2023 
Angelica Evans, Riley Bailey, Grace Mappes, Karolina Hird, and Mason Clark 

October 21, 2023, 4:45pm ET 
 
Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated daily 
alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic 
frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:30pm ET on October 21. ISW will cover subsequent reports 
in the October 22 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
 
Ukrainian forces have likely repelled another intensified Russian offensive effort towards Avdiivka in the 
past several days and inflicted further heavy personnel and equipment losses on Russian troops in the 
area. Ukrainian and Russian sources indicated that Russian forces mounted another offensive push on Avdiivka between 
October 19 and 20, and geolocated footage posted on October 21 confirms that Russian forces did make marginal gains 
northwest of Avdiivka in the waste heap area.[1] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces are gradually advancing 
north of Avdiivka near the waste heap towards Berdychi (5km northwest of Avdiivka).[2] A Ukrainian military observer 
noted that Russian forces are attacking towards Stepove (3km northwest of Avdiivka), towards Novokalynove (7km north 
of Avdiivka), and towards the waste heap from the Krasnohorivka-Vesele area.[3] However, Ukrainian military officials 
noted that Russian forces have somewhat decreased the pace of offensive operations near Avdiivka on October 21, and 
reiterated earlier Ukrainian reporting that Russian forces lost 50 tanks, 100 armored vehicles, and 900 personnel during 
attacks on Avdiivka on October 19.[4] Estonian Defense Forces Intelligence Center Head Ants Kiviselg notably identified 
the Avdiivka push as a potential avenue for a new Russian offensive alongside offensive operations along the Kharkiv-
Luhansk Oblast border.[5] The fact that Russian forces continue to recommit waves of personnel and equipment to 
offensive efforts in the Avdiivka area suggests that Russian command will continue to prioritize this axis, despite high 
losses and the general low quality of Russian forces on the offensive.[6] A Ukrainian military official noted that Russia's 
regular infantry and tactics writ large are "consistently bad" and that Russian forces are relying instead on unmanned 
aerial systems (such as Lancet drones), artillery, and aviation.[7] It appears that Russian forces are continuing to use 
ineffective and costly tactics in offensive efforts near Avdiivka leading to high personnel and vehicle losses, and that they 
have continuously done so in several waves of attacks over the past week suggests that the Russian military command is 
prioritizing this axis, despite continued and growing losses. 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 21%2C2023.png
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Russian forces are struggling to interdict Ukrainian efforts to supply and reinforce newly captured 
positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast. BBC Russia Service reported on October 21 that Ukrainian 
personnel involved in ground operations on the east bank stated that they are fighting to take full control of Krynky (30km 
northeast of Kherson City and 2km from the Dnipro River).[8] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces maintain 
positions in Krynky, but disagreed about the extent of these positions.[9] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces advanced up to almost two kilometers south of Kyrnky.[10] Another milblogger claimed that Ukrainian 
forces control all of Krynky, although a different milblogger directly refuted this claim and claimed that Russian forces 
pushed a Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance group out of positions on the southern outskirts of the 
settlement.[11] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces are firing on Ukrainian positions near the Antonivsky 
roadway bridge north of Oleshky (7km south of Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River) and the Antonivsky railway 
bridge north of Poyma (10km southeast of Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River).[12] One milblogger claimed that 
there were combat engagements near Krynky and Pishchanivka (12km southeast of Kherson City and 3km from the Dnipro 
River), although most Russian sources claimed that Russian forces are primarily using aviation and artillery units to try to 
dislodge Ukrainian forces from positions on the east bank.[13] Select Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are 
evacuating wounded personnel and transferring new forces and light equipment across the Dnipro River to support 
positions on the east bank.[14] Ukrainian forces have maintained a presence on the east bank since starting larger-than-
usual ground operations on the night of October 17–18, suggesting that Ukrainian forces have been able to adequately supply 
and reinforce the groups conducting these operations despite increased Russian aviation activity along the Dnipro River.[15] 
 
Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia Oblast 
on October 21. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in the Melitopol 
(western Zaporizhia Oblast) direction and Bakhmut direction.[16] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian 
forces advanced west of Novofedorivka (21km southeast of Orikhiv) and are 6 kilometers away from the 
settlement.[17] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces continued assaults along the Robotyne-Kopani and 
Robotyne-Novoprokopivka lines.[18] 
 
Russian forces may be diversifying the mix of missiles, guided bombs, and drones used in strikes on 
Ukrainian rear areas, likely in an attempt to find gaps in Ukrainian air defenses ahead of further strikes 
over the winter. The Ukrainian Southern Operational Command reported that Russian forces launched unknown air-to-
surface missiles at Mykolaiv, Kherson, and Odesa oblasts; Kh-59 missiles at Kryvyi Rih, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, and 
Mykolaiv and Kherson oblasts; and Iskander-K cruise missiles and Shahed drones at Kryvyi Rih on the night of October 20–
21.[19] The Southern Operational Command noted that three of the unknown missiles detonated mid-air, a Kh-59 struck a 
residential area in Kryvyi Rih, and the Iskanders and Shaheds hit industrial facilities in Kryvyi Rih.[20] The Ukrainian 
Southern Operational Command reported that Russian tactical aviation simultaneously launched 30 modified KAB guided 
bombs against frontline areas in Kherson Oblast.[21] Ukrainian Southern Operational Command Spokesperson Captain 
First Rank Nataliya Humenyuk stated that Russian forces have never used this combination of weapons in similar strike 
series before and stated that Russian forces are shifting their main operations to the air.[22] Humenyuk’s statement echoes 
Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat’s October 8 warning that Russian forces are increasing their drone 
strike campaign ahead of winter.[23] 
 
Disgraced Moscow City Duma Deputy Yevgeny Stupin formally requested on October 20 that the Russian 
Federal Security Service (FSB) investigate Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin for “divulging state 
secrets." Stupin shared a copy of his official request on his Telegram channel on October 21 and accused Sobyanin of 
publicizing the location of an air defense production plant in the Rudnevo industrial zone in Nekrasovka, Moscow Oblast 
during the plant’s opening on October 17, making the facility an easier target for Ukrainian drone strikes.[24]  ISW has 
repeatedly observed Russian sources blame Sobyanin and his administration for the inability of Moscow’s air defenses to 
stop Ukrainian drone strikes.[25] Russian state news outlet Kommersant reported on September 28 that Stupin left Russia 
several months after the Russian Ministry of Justice declared Stupin a foreign agent in June 2023.[26] Stupin notably 
supported protesters who called for Sobyanin’s resignation in April 2023 and protested the cutting down of a forest in 
Kosinsky Park, the logging of which the Russian opposition outlet SOTA reported supported the air defense production 
plant’s construction effort.[27] 
 
Kremlin newswire TASS reported on October 20 that Russian authorities confirmed Colonel General 
Viktor Afzalov in his previous acting role as Commander-in-Chief of the Russian Aerospace (VKS) 
Forces.[28] Kremlin newswire RIA Novosti reported on August 23 that Putin formally dismissed Wagner-affiliated Army 
General Sergei Surovikin as commander of the Russian VKS and replaced him with Afzalov.[29] 
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Key Takeaways: 
 

• Ukrainian forces have likely repelled another intensified Russian offensive effort towards 
Avdiivka in the past several days and inflicted further heavy personnel and equipment losses 
on Russian troops in the area. 

• Russian forces are struggling to interdict Ukrainian efforts to supply and reinforce newly 
captured positions on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast on October 21. 

• Russian forces may be diversifying the mix of missiles, guided bombs, and drones used in 
strikes on Ukrainian rear areas, likely in an attempt to find gaps in Ukrainian air defenses 
ahead of further strikes over the winter. 

• Disgraced Moscow City Duma Deputy Yevgeny Stupin formally requested on October 20 that 
the Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) investigate Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin for 
“divulging state secrets." 

• Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line, 
near Bakhmut, near Avdiivka, southwest of Donetsk City, in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast 
border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast and advanced in various sectors of the front. 

• The Russian federal government is reportedly taking steps to rectify some discrepancies in the 
treatment of personnel in irregular and regular formations. 
 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTOctober 21%2C2023.png
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will 
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukranian military and 
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn 
these Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though 
we do not describe them in these reports. 
 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into 
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of 
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 21 and made recent 
confirmed advances in the Kupyansk area. Geolocated footage published on October 21 indicates that Russian forces 
advanced southwest of Lyman Pershyi (11km northeast of Kupyansk) in the direction of Kalynove (8km northeast of 
Kupyansk).[30] Additional geolocated footage published on October 17 and 20 indicates that Russian forces also recently 
advanced north of Ivanivka (21km southeast of Kupyansk).[31] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 
repelled more than 20 Russian assaults near Synkivka (9km northeast of Kupyansk) and Ivanivka; more than five Russian 
assaults near Nadiya (15km southwest of Svatove); and 10 Russian assaults near Bilohorivka (12km south of Kreminna), in 
the Serebryanske forest area (11km south of Kreminna), and near Spirne (24km south of Kreminna).[32] The Ukrainian 
General Staff also reported that Ukrainian forces prevented Russian forces from advancing near Nevske (20km northwest 
of Kreminna).[33] 

Russian forces reportedly continue to target Ukrainian crossings along the Oskil River near Kupyansk as of October 21. A 
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces stuck two bridges across the Oskil River, allegedly disrupting the transfer 
of Ukrainian personnel and equipment to the east bank of the river.[34] Russian aviation heavily targeted bridges across 
the Oskil River near Kupyansk in mid-to-late September 2023.[35] The Russian command likely intends to interdict 
Ukrainian supply efforts across the river to augment localized Russian offensive operations in the area. 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful counterattacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line on October 21. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that elements of the Russian Western 
Grouping of Forces repelled five Ukrainian attacks near Synkivka and Serhiivka (13km west of Svatove) and that elements 
of the Russian Central Grouping of Forces repelled ten Ukrainian assaults in the Lyman direction.[36] A Ukrainian military 
observer stated on October 21 that Ukrainian forces recently advanced two kilometers towards Orlyanka (22km east of 
Kupyansk), although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of this reported Ukrainian advance.[37] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Draft Map October%2C 21%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk 
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces continued ground attacks around Bakhmut on October 21 but did not make any claimed or confirmed gains. 
The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near Vasyukivka (11km north of 
Bakhmut), Bohdanivka (5km northwest of Bakhmut) Khromove (1km west of Bakhmut), and Klishchiivka (5km southwest 
of Bakhmut).[38] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) posted footage reportedly showing signalmen of the 98th 
Airborne (VDV) Division operating near Bakhmut.[39] Ukrainian military observer Konstantyn Mashovets reported that 
Russian forces are concentrating their main efforts near Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut) and Zelenopillya 
(12km southwest of Bakhmut) and trying to equip a defense line along the T05013 road on the Opytne-Zaitseve-Odradivka-
Mykolaivka Druha line.[40] 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 21 but did not make any claimed or confirmed 
gains. The Ukrainian General Staff noted that Ukrainian troops continued offensive actions south of Bakhmut.[41] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 21%2C2023.png
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See topline text for updates on the Avdiivka area. 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City on October 21 but did not make any claimed or 
confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted twenty unsuccessful attacks near 
Krasnohorivka, Marinka, and Pobieda (all on the southwestern outskirts of Donetsk City), and near Novomykhailivka (25km 
southwest of Donetsk City).[42] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces continued attacks near Marinka.[43] 

Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City on October 21. 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 21%2C2023.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure 
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporzhia Oblast 
border area on October 21. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked 
in the direction of Pryyutne (14km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[44] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed 
that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near heights between Pryyutne and Staromayorske (9km south of Velyka 
Novosilka).[45] 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 21 but did not make any 
confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near 
Prechystivka (17km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), Zolota Nyva (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), Staromayorske, 
Rivnopil (10km southwest of Velyka Novosilka), Pryyutne, and Poltavka (28km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[46] A 
Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are slowly advancing north of Pryyutne, and another 
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced several hundred meters north of Pryyutne.[47] Russian sources 
claimed that Russian forces conducted assaults near Staromayorske and Novodonetske (12km southeast of Velyka 
Novosilka) on October 20.[48] 
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 21 but did not make any confirmed 
advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in the Melitopol 
(western Zaporizhia Oblast) direction.[49] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces 
pushed Russian forces from Robotyne’s western outskirts (10km south of Orikhiv).[50] A prominent Russian milblogger 
claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced west of Novofedorivka (21km southeast of Orikhiv) and are 6 kilometers away from 
the settlement.[51] Mashovets also stated that elements of the Russian 247th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) 
retreated several hundred meters towards Novofedorivka.[52] The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled three 
Ukrainian attacks near Verbove (10km east of Robotyne).[53] Another prominent Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces conducted mechanized assaults along the Robotyne-Novoprokopivka line (up to 2km south of Robotyne) 
with up to 10 tanks and armored combat vehicles.[54] 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 21 but did not make any confirmed 
advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Robotyne.[55] Mashovets 
stated on October 21 that Russian forces counterattacked west of Verbove and advanced 200 meters in a nearby forest 
area.[56] Mashovets added that elements of the Russian 108th VDV Regiment (7th VDV Division) attacked near 
Novopokrovka (16km southeast of Orikhiv) towards Mala Tokmachka (9km southeast of Orikhiv). Russian milbloggers 
claimed that fighting continues along the Robotyne-Kopani line (up to 5km northwest of Robotyne).[57] Mashovets 
suggested that the Russian 104th VDV Regiment (76th VDV Division) may be too degraded to prevent Ukrainian advances 
towards Novoprokopivka.[58] 
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without 
conducting general mobilization) 
 
The Russian federal government is reportedly taking steps to rectify discrepancies in the treatment of personnel in irregular 
and regular formations. The Russian Vostok Battalion (currently operating in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area) 
claimed on October 21 that the Russian Presidential Administration and the Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) regional 
branch of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) worked to clear a backlog of 2,000 requests to award DNR fighters that 
the DNR MVD had accumulated prior to Russia’s illegal annexation of the territory.[59] The Vostok Battalion thanked 
Russian propagandist and RT editor-in-chief Margarita Simonyan for helping bring the issue to the attention of the Russian 
government. Russia has notably struggled to integrate existing irregular formations into regular formations and provide the 
irregular formations with benefits provided by Russian law.[60] 

Rosgvardia continues to subsume materiel that previously belonged to the Wagner Group. A Russian milblogger posted 
imagery and claimed on October 20 that Rosgvardia’s 116th Operational Brigade has received a Russian T-80BV tank that 
Wagner reportedly used in the June 2023 rebellion.[61] 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed 
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and 
governance systems) 

Russian occupation authorities continue to integrate occupied areas into Russian political infrastructure. Luhansk People’s 
Republic (LNR) Head Leonid Pasechnik claimed on October 21 that over 36,000 residents of occupied Luhansk Oblast have 
joined the Luhansk Oblast branch of the United Russia Party since its creation a year ago.[62] Pasechnik claimed that the 
United Russia Party is currently implementing 21 projects and has hosted over 30,000 events aimed at integrating occupied 
Luhansk Oblast into the Russian legal, social, and political structures.[63] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
 
A lawmaker who is a prominent member of the Russian veterans’ community claimed on October 20 that Russians who do 
not support Russian President Vladimir Putin should be “isolated” or “at least somehow destroyed.”[64] Russian State 
Duma Deputy and former Deputy Commander of the Southern Military District (SMD) Lieutenant General Andrei Gurulev 
claimed that at least 80 percent of Russians trust Putin, which Gurulev claimed indicates Russian unity, and called those 
who do not trust or support Putin “rot.”[65] Prominent Russian left-wing activist Sergei Uldatsov criticized Gurulev for 
calling for mass reprisals against those who disagree with Putin and stated that he will appeal to the Russian Prosecutor 
General’s Office to investigate Gurulev for extremism.[66] 
 
Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further 
integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in Belarus) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available 
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as 
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. 
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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id0zWQezWiHZj4Ax5XQrcKtXjWwC1PTrMXvkJcu9okP9dR6D3Cr9t3vS4dr8Qr6CCgcl; https://www.facebook.com/Gen
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, October 20, 2023 

Riley Bailey, Grace Mappes, Nicole Wolkov, Karolina Hird, and Mason Clark 

October 20, 2023, 4:00 pm ET 

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 
daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 
monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30 pm ET on October 20. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 21 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 

Russian forces launched a renewed offensive push near Avdiivka on October 20 and 
marginally advanced, indicating that the Russian military command remains committed 
to offensive operations in the area despite heavy materiel and personnel losses. 
Geolocated footage published on October 20 shows that Russian forces secured minor advances west 
of Krasnohorivka (5km north of Avdiivka).[1] Russian milbloggers and a Ukrainian military observer 
claimed that Russian forces captured a Ukrainian stronghold near the waste heap just northeast of 
Avdiivka, advanced to a rail station north of Avdiivka, and advanced near the “Tsarska Okhota” 
restaurant south of Avdiivka.[2] One prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 
unsuccessfully attacked near Sieverne (6km west of Avdiivka), south of Avdiivka, near Stepove (8km 
northwest of Avdiivka), and near Novokalynove (11km northwest of Avdiivka), however.[3] Other 
milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced up to one kilometer on the Stepove-Berdychi line (8-
10km northwest of Avdiivka) on October 19 and that fighting is ongoing near Berdychi on October 
20.[4] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near 
Avdiivka, Novokalynove, Stepove, Pervomaiske (11km southwest of Avdiivka), and Sieverne.[5] 

The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 20 that Ukrainian forces damaged and destroyed 
almost 50 Russian tanks and over 100 armored vehicles during the past day of fighting near 
Avdiivka.[6] Ukrainian soldiers operating in the Avdiivka area reported on October 20 that Ukrainian 
forces have destroyed 200 Russian armored vehicles in the past four days.[7] Avdiivka City Military 
Administration Head Vitaliy Barabash stated that Russian forces are attempting to repair damaged 
equipment while still in the field.[8] Footage published on October 20 shows Ukrainian forces striking 
a Russian TOS-1 thermobaric artillery system near Avdiivka.[9] A Russian milblogger complained that 
Russian counterbattery fire near Avdiivka is decreasing in effectiveness due to poor communication 
and the failure to stockpile munitions ahead of the offensive effort, very likely exacerbating material 
losses in the area.[10]  The initial Russian offensive operations in the Avdiivka area on October 10 also 
resulted in high verified Russian equipment losses, and the fact that Russian forces regrouped and re-
launched assaults after the initial attacks suggests that either Russian forces believe they can feasibly 
take Avdiivka, or that the Russian military command is poorly prioritizing offensive operations 
regardless of cost.[11] 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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Ukrainian forces continued larger-than-usual ground operations on the east (left) bank 
of Kherson Oblast on October 20 and established a confirmed presence in a settlement 
on the east bank. Geolocated footage published on October 19 indicates that Ukrainian forces 
advanced into northeastern Krynky (27km east from Kherson City and 2km from the Dnipro River).[12] 
Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces are establishing a foothold near Krynky and 
continue to maintain their presence near the Antonivsky roadway and railway bridges.[13] A prominent 
Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces temporarily advanced further into Krynky up to the 
Kozachi Laheri-Krynky-Korsunka road before Russian airstrikes pushed Ukrainian troops back to the 
northern outskirts of the settlement.[14] Another Russian milblogger claimed that fighting is ongoing 
near Pishchanivka (14km east from Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River) and that a Ukrainian 
sabotage and reconnaissance group is operating on the southern outskirts of the settlement.[15] The 
prominent Russian milblogger suggested that Russian forces only maintained positions on the southern 
outskirts of Pishchanivka as of the afternoon of October 18, and the Ukrainian General Staff reported 
on October 19 that Russian aviation struck Pishchanivka, implying that Ukrainian forces were still 
operating in the settlement.[16] ISW has not observed any other visual confirmation of Ukrainian forces 
maintaining positions in east bank settlements other than Krynky, however. 
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Russian and Ukrainian sources continue to indicate that the Russian units defending the 
east bank of Kherson Oblast are relatively less combat effective than other Russian forces 
elsewhere on the front. A Ukrainian military observer stated that the Russian Dnepr Grouping of 
Forces is primarily comprised of elements of the 49th Combined Arms Army (Southern Military 
District) and likely elements of the newly created 18th Combined Arms Army.[17] The majority of the 
49th Combined Arms Army (CAA) has been deployed to east bank Kherson Oblast since Russian forces 
withdrew from the west (right) bank, and elements of the 49th CAA’s 205th Motorized Rifle Regiment 
have since suffered significant casualties.[18] The United Kingdom Ministry of Defense (UK MoD) 
reported on August 21 that the Russian military was likely forming the new 18th CAA from other units 
currently operating in Kherson Oblast, and it is unlikely that the new units of the 18th CAA are entirely 
comprised of fresh forces or staffed to doctrinal end strength.[19] The deployment of the 18th CAA to 
Kherson Oblast is reminiscent of the rushed deployment of the newly created 25th CAA to the Kupyansk 
and Lyman directions in early September 2023, and the 18th CAA likely faces similar issues with a lack 
of personnel, equipment, and proper training.[20] A Russian milblogger claimed that elements of the 
26th Motorized Rifle Regiment, reportedly of 70th Motorized Rifle Division of the 18th CAA, are 
defending against Ukrainian activities near Krynky.[21] Another Russian milblogger claimed that 
elements of the 1st Battalion of the 177th Naval Infantry Regiment (Caspian Flotilla) are operating near 
the Antonivsky railway bridge.[22] Elements of the 177th Naval Infantry Regiment have been defending 
in western Zaporizhia Oblast since the start of the Ukrainian counteroffensive and have likely suffered 
significant casualties.[23] 

Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast but did not make confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces made marginal advances northwest of Verbove (10km east of Robotyne), though ISW 
has not observed evidence to confirm this claim.[24] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 
Ukrainian forces continue offensive operations in the Bakhmut and Melitopol (western Zaporizhia 
Oblast) directions.[25] Russian sources reported Ukrainian attacks south of Bakhmut on the 
Klishchiivka-Andriivka-Kurdyumivka line and south of Orikhiv near Robotyne, Novoprokopivka, and 
Verbove.[26] 

Russian President Vladimir Putin visited the Southern Military District (SMD) 
headquarters in Rostov-on-Don, Rostov Oblast, on October 19 to discuss the battlefield 
situation in Ukraine. Russian media reported that Putin met with the Chief of the Russian General 
Staff and overall theater commander for Russian forces in Ukraine Army General Valery Gerasimov, 
who told Putin that Russian troops are "solving problems in accordance with the operation plan."[27] 
Various elements of the SMD are notably currently deployed in critical areas of the frontline — elements 
of the SMD's 8th Combined Arms Army are conducting offensive operations near Avdiivka in Donetsk 
Oblast, elements of the 58th Combined Arms Army are defending against ongoing Ukrainian offensive 
operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast, and elements of the 49th Combined Arms Army are operating 
in the Kherson Oblast direction as of late August 2023.[28] Putin's publicized visit with Gerasimov 
indicates that Gerasimov is still the active figurehead of Russian operations in Ukraine and was likely 
meant to posture the effectiveness and involvement of the Russian military leadership as Russian forces 
pursue offensive and defensive operations along multiple sectors of the front. ISW will provide 
additional updates on Putin's visit to Rostov-on-Don once more readouts become available. 

Key Takeaways: 

• Russian forces launched a renewed offensive push near Avdiivka on October 20 
and marginally advanced, indicating that the Russian military command remains 
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committed to offensive operations in the area despite heavy materiel and 
personnel losses. 

• Ukrainian forces continued larger-than-usual ground operations on the east (left) 
bank of Kherson Oblast on October 20 and established a confirmed presence in a 
settlement on the east bank. 

• Russian and Ukrainian sources continue to indicate that the Russian units 
defending the east bank of Kherson Oblast are relatively less combat effective 
than other Russian forces elsewhere on the front. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations near Bakhmut and in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast but did not make confirmed advances. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin visited the Southern Military District (SMD) 
headquarters in Rostov-on-Don, Rostov Oblast, on October 19 to discuss the 
battlefield situation in Ukraine with Chief of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, around Avdiivka, west of Donetsk City, in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast and 
made limited advances in some areas.  

• Russian Investigative Committee Head Alexander Bastrykin argued on October 
20 that Russian authorities should strip migrants of acquired Russian citizenship 
if they are unwilling to fight in Ukraine. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports.  

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives  

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 
20 but did not make any claimed or confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 
Ukrainian troops repelled Russian attacks in the Kupyansk direction near Synkivka (8km northeast of 
Kupyansk) and Ivanivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk), west of Svatove near Nadiya (15km west of 
Svatove), near Makiivka (20km southwest of Svatove), and near Nevske (18km northwest of 
Kreminna).[29] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces continued attacks near Synkivka, 
Ivanivka, Nadiya, and Makiivka, and one Russian news aggregator claimed that Russian forces 
approached the outskirts of Lyman Pershyi (8km northeast of Kupyansk).[30] Ukrainian military 
observer Konstantyn Mashovets reported that elements of the 26th Tank Regiment (47th Tank 
Division, 1st Guards Tank Army, Western Military District) and 15th Motorized Rifle Regiment (2nd 
Motorized Rifle Division, 1st Guards Tank Army, Western Military District) continued attacks north of 
the Yahidne-Ivanivka area (22km southeast of Kupyansk) but failed to break through towards the N26 
Kupyansk-Svatove road.[31] Mashovets noted that Russian forces have shifted their focus towards 
Petropavlivka (northeast of Kupyansk) and the Stepova Novosilka-Kurylivka direction (directly east of 
Kupyansk).[32] 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful ground 
attacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 20.[33] Mashovets claimed that 
Ukrainian forces have advanced up to 400m in an unspecified part of the Kupyansk-Svatove line, 
although ISW has not observed visual confirmation of Ukrainian advances on this frontline in recent 
days.[34] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 20 and did not make 
confirmed advances. Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed that 
Ukrainian forces continued attacks on the Klishchiivka-Andriivka-Kurdyumivka line (7-13km south of 
Bakhmut).[35] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets reported that Ukrainian forces 
advanced up to the railway line east of Klishchiivka.[36] Mashovets reported that elements of the 
Russian 83rd Separate Air Assault (VDV) Brigade are defending west of Zaitseve (5km east of 
Klishchiivka), indicating that the 83rd VDV Brigade is likely split across at least two axes, including in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast.[37] 

Russian forces continued counterattacks near Bakhmut on October 20 and recently marginally 
advanced. Geolocated footage published on October 20 shows that Russian forces recently marginally 
advanced north of Klishchiivka.[38] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces counterattacked 
near Klishchiivka.[39] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 
attacks near Bohdanivka (5km northwest of Bakhmut), Khromove (2km west of Bakhmut), and 
Klishchiivka.[40] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces shot down a Ukrainian Mi-8 
helicopter in the Bakhmut area, possibly near Chasiv Yar (12km west of Bakhmut).[41] 
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See topline text for updates on the Avdiivka area. 

Russian forces continued offensive operations west and southwest of Donetsk City on October 20 but 
did not make any confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff and Russian sources reported that 
Russian forces attacked in Marinka (on the western outskirts of Donetsk City) and near 
Novomykhailivka (25km southwest of Donetsk City).[42] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka%20and%20Donetsk%20City%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2020%2C2023.png
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The Russian MoD claimed on October 20 that Russian forces repelled limited Ukrainian attacks near 
Vuhledar in western Donetsk Oblast in the past week.[43] 
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks in the Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 20. The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and a Russian 
milblogger claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Urozhaine (9km south of Velyka 
Novosilka) and Staromayorske (9km south of Velyka Novosilka).[44] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on 
October 20 but did not make confirmed advances. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian units 
captured positions in an unspecified area in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area in the past 
week, though ISW has not observed evidence of recent Russian advances in this sector to confirm this 
claim.[45] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces achieved some successes near Pryyutne 
(14km southwest of Velyka Novosilka), although ISW has not observed evidence to support this 
claim.[46] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near 
Zolota Nyva (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), Staromayorske, Rivnopil (10km southwest of Velyka 
Novosilka), and Poltavka (28km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[47] Russian milbloggers claimed that 
Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Novodonetske (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka) and 
southwest of Staromayorske.[48] The Russian “Vostok” Battalion, which reportedly operates in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, claimed that operations in the Velyka Novosilka are limited to 
minor skirmishes and artillery duels because Russian forces in the area lack the reserves for offensive 
actions due to offensive operations in other sectors of the front.[49]   
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Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 20 but did 
not make any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces made marginal 
advances northwest of Verbove (10km east of Robotyne), though ISW has not observed evidence to 
confirm this claim.[50] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continue offensive 
operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia direction).[51] The Russian MoD claimed that Russian 
forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Robotyne and Verbove.[52] A Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces attacked near Novoprokopivka (2km south of Robotyne).[53] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 20 but did not 
make any confirmed or claimed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
conducted unsuccessful attacks near Robotyne and Verbove.[54] Footage published on October 19 and 
20 purportedly shows elements of the 247th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (7th VDV Division) and 
mobilized personnel of the 387th Motorized Rifle Regiment (likely of the 7th VDV Division) operating 
near Verbove.[55] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky%20and%20Robotyne%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2020%2C2023.png
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See topline text for updates on Kherson Oblast. 

Russian occupation officials claimed that Ukrainian forces launched missiles targeting Russian rear 
areas in southern Ukraine on October 20. Kherson Oblast occupation head Vladimir Saldo claimed that 
Ukrainian forces launched between 10 to 15 missiles at Russian occupied Kherson Oblast and Crimea 
and that Russian forces shot down five missiles over occupied Kherson Oblast.[56] Sevastopol 
occupation governor Mikhail Razvozhaev claimed that Russian air defenses shot down a missile over 
the Black Sea near occupied Lyubymivka, Crimea.[57] 
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Russian Aerospace (VKS) forces are beginning airspace patrols over the Black Sea, in line with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin's October 18 announcement that VKS forces are beginning to patrol the 
airspace over the Black Sea with MiG-31 aircraft armed with Kh-47M2 Kinzhal hypersonic air-launched 
ballistic missile systems.[58] Satellite imagery published on October 15 shows that Russian forces 
deployed four MiG-31 aircraft to the Belbek airfield in occupied Sevastopol.[59] Ukrainian Air Force 
Spokesperson Colonel Yuriy Ihnat stated on October 20 that the Russian military constantly moves 
aircraft due to fears of Ukrainian missile strikes and that the deployment of MiG-31 aircraft at Belbek 
airfield will have little effect on Russian operations.[60] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 

Russian Investigative Committee Head Alexander Bastrykin argued on October 20 that Russian 
authorities should strip migrants of acquired Russian citizenship if they are unwilling to fight in 
Ukraine.[61] The Russian State Duma proposed a bill on August 28 that would deprive individuals of 
their acquired Russian citizenship for evading military registration and mobilization, prompting varied 
reactions of support and opposition among Russian sources.[62] Russian authorities regularly conduct 
raids on migrant communities in Russia and issue summonses to those with acquired Russian 
citizenship who have not yet registered with military registration and recruitment offices.[63] 
Bastrykin’s comments are likely meant to further pressure individuals with acquired citizenship to 
register with Russian military registration and recruitment offices. Russian authorities are also 
currently coercing migrants and foreigners living in Russia to fight in the war in Ukraine in exchange 
for Russian citizenship.[64] 

Russian state-owned defense conglomerate Rostec announced on October 20 that it completed tests of 
the “Koalitsiya-SV” self-propelled artillery system and claimed that Rostec is prepared to start serial 
production of the system.[65] Russian milbloggers claimed that the new artillery system has a wider 
range and is more accurate than previous systems, and one prominent milblogger expressed hope that 
the production of the system will address poor Russian counterbattery capabilities.[66] Russian sources 
routinely complain about poor Russian counterbattery capabilities throughout the frontline in Ukraine, 
and Russian forces are unlikely to systematically improve these capabilities in the near term.[67] 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

Russian occupation officials continue to pressure residents in occupied Ukraine to accept Russian 
passports. The Kherson Oblast occupation administration stated on October 20 that residents will be 
obligated to use a Russian passport to receive housing certificates and will not be able to use Ukrainian 
identification documents.[68] 

Ukrainian Melitopol Mayor Ivan Fedorov stated on October 20 that Ukrainian partisans blew up a 
Russian military vehicle near the Russian-controlled airfield in Melitopol, Zaporizhia Oblast.[69] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Nothing significant to report. 
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Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 

Ukrainian Commander of the Northern Group of Forces Lieutenant General Serhiy Nayev stated on 
October 20 that Russian forces currently have deployed three Su-30 attack aircraft and two Su-24 
reconnaissance aircraft on Belarusian territory.[70] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 
geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 
in the endnotes of each update. 
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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on October 18. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 19 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
Russian sources continued to discuss larger-than-usual Ukrainian ground operations 
on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast on October 19, and Ukrainian forces likely 
maintain a limited presence in some east bank areas near the Dnipro River shoreline 
and the Antonivsky railway bridge. The prominent Russian milblogger who initiated Russian 
discussion of Ukrainian assaults on the east bank on October 18 claimed on October 19 that two 
Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups of a Ukrainian naval infantry brigade crossed the 
Dnipro River, overwhelmed the Russian troops in the area, and gained a foothold in the village of 
Krynky (30km east of Kherson City and about 2km inland from the Dnipro River shoreline).[1] The 
milblogger claimed that Russian infantry counterattacked and pushed Ukrainian forces back towards 
the outskirts of the village but noted that Ukrainian troops still control some houses in Krynky and 
are waiting for reinforcements to arrive in the area.[2] Another Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces used more manpower in attacks on Krynky than in previous attacks.[3] Several 
Russian sources, including Kherson Oblast occupation head Vladimir Saldo, claimed that Russian 
forces managed to push Ukrainian forces back from the Poyma-Pishchanivka-Pidstepne area (15km 
east of Kherson City) to the Dnipro River shoreline and to positions under the Antonivsky railway 
bridge, where they claim Ukrainian forces are trying to rest and regroup under constant Russian air 
and artillery strikes.[4] The Ukrainian General Staff also notably tacitly acknowledged Ukrainian 
operations on the east bank and reported on October 19 that Russian airstrikes hit Pishchanivka, 
implying Ukrainian forces were operating in the town.[5] While Russian sources continue to offer 
slightly diverging claims about the scale of the Ukrainian attacks on the east bank, ISW continues to 
assess that current Ukrainian actions appear to be larger than previously observed tactical raids, and 
available geolocated footage indicates that Ukrainian forces maintain a presence along the shoreline 
and near the Antonivsky railway bridge despite Russian counterattacks.[6] 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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Satellite imagery published on October 18 suggests that the Ukrainian ATACMS strike 
on the Luhansk City airfield likely damaged several helicopters on October 17. Ukrainian 
and Russian sources amplified satellite imagery showing the aftermath of the Ukrainian strike on the 
Luhansk City airfield.[7] A Ukrainian reserve officer analyzed the imagery and suggested that the 
Ukrainian strike damaged at least five Russian helicopters and may have affected other vehicles at the 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2019%2C2023.png
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airfield.[8] The officer stated that scorch marks on the airport apron (ramp) confirmed the Ukrainian 
strike with cluster munitions and noted that multiple helicopters remained at the Luhansk City 
airfield, mirroring the pattern at the Berdyansk airfield (the other location struck with ATACMS on 
October 17). Ukrainian military sources previously reported that the Ukrainian strikes destroyed nine 
helicopters, one anti-aircraft missile launcher, special equipment, ammunition depots, and runway 
infrastructure, although ISW cannot fully confirm these Russian losses at this time.[9] 
  
Ukrainian officials reported on October 19 that Ukrainian forces have downed five 
Russian fixed wing aircraft within the past 10 days in Donetsk Oblast amid high 
Russian ground vehicle losses near Avdiivka.[10] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces 
Commander Brigadier General Oleksandr Tarnavskyi reported on October 19 that Ukrainian forces 
shot down five fixed-wing aircraft, including at least one Su-25 fighter jet, in Donetsk 
Oblast.[11] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Oleksandr Shtupun stated that 
Russian forces primarily use attack aircraft to conduct airstrikes but that the aircraft are ineffective at 
range, forcing Russian aircraft to fly closer to the front line and resulting in the loss of five aircraft in 
10 days.[12] Shtupun stated that there are unconfirmed reports that Ukrainian forces damaged 
additional Russian aircraft.[13] Shutpun reported that Russian forces also operate Su-34 and Su-35 
fighters in the Tavriisk direction but that Russian forces do not fly these aircraft close to the front line 
out of fear of Ukrainian air defenses.[14] Russian forces notably suffered vehicle losses of likely at 
least 45 tanks and armored vehicles, at least one battalion tactical group’s (BTG) worth, in the initial 
days of the offensive effort near Avdiivka.[15] Tarnavskyi’s announcement indicates that Russian 
forces continue to pay a high materiel cost to support the ongoing Avdiivka effort, and continued 
materiel losses will likely continue to slow down the Russian pace of advance in the area. 
  
Ukrainian forces reportedly advanced south of Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia 
Oblast amid continued counteroffensive operations on October 19. A Ukrainian soldier 
stated that Ukrainian forces achieved unspecified success near Klishchiivka (7km southwest of 
Bakhmut), Andriivka (10km southwest of Bakhmut), and Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut) 
and advanced into the Russian defensive line towards Opytne (3km south of Bakhmut).[16] Ukrainian 
Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash stated on October 18 that Ukrainian 
forces have advanced across the railway line in unspecified areas south of Bakhmut.[17] Russian 
sources also claimed that Ukrainian forces advanced across the railway line in Klishchiivka on 
October 18.[18] ISW has not yet observed visual confirmation of Ukrainian troops operating beyond 
the rail line east of Klishchiivka. The Ukrainian General Staff and other Ukrainian military sources 
reported that Ukrainian forces were successful south of Robotyne and southwest of Verbove (10km 
east of Robotyne).[19] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets stated that Ukrainian 
forces pushed Russian forces back from positions near Verbove and advanced between 1.5-1.6km into 
Russian defensive lines in an unspecified part of the Robotyne front.[20] 
  
Russian forces conducted a series of missile and drone strikes against Ukraine on the 
night of October 18 to 19. The Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched five 
Iskander-M ballistic missiles, one S-300 missile, one Kh-59 cruise missile, another unidentified 
missile, and nine Shahed-131/136 drones at Ukraine.[21] The Ukrainian Air Force reported that 
Ukrainian forces shot down the Kh-59 missile and three drones.[22] 
  
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met with North Korean Foreign Minister Choe 
Son Hui in Pyongyang, North Korea on October 19, likely part of an ongoing Russian 
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effort to procure additional munitions from North Korea. Lavrov stated that Russian-North 
Korean relations have reached a “qualitatively new strategic level.”[23] Lavrov also stated that a 
Russian-North Korean intergovernmental commission will meet at an unspecified date in November 
to discuss mining/geological, energy, trade, economic, and technical cooperation.[24] ISW previously 
assessed that Russia may be interested in some forms of technological and defense cooperation with 
North Korea in exchange for the provision of artillery ammunition as long as such cooperation does 
not trigger secondary sanctions against Russia.[25] 
  
A Russian milblogger observed that Ukrainian forces are successfully and 
asymmetrically attriting Russian reserves in ongoing offensive operations. In a series of 
long Telegram posts on October 19, the milblogger noted that Ukrainian forces are purposefully 
conducting offensive operations to attrit limited Russian reserves while preserving their own reserves 
to the utmost possible extent.[26] The milblogger claimed that the state of Russian infantry is at its 
lowest point in the war and emphasized that Ukrainian forces are exploiting the fact that Ukraine 
knows Russia will not conduct a general mobilization.[27] These observations are largely consistent 
with ISW's assessment that Russian forces largely lack high-quality reserves and are struggling to 
generate, train, and soundly deploy reserves to effectively plug holes in the frontline and pursue 
offensive operations, instead relying largely on tactical-level lateral redeployments.[28] ISW has also 
previously observed that Ukrainian forces have engaged Russian troops in an asymmetrical attrition 
gradient along many critical sectors of the frontline.[29] Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) 
analyst Dr Jack Watling similarly observed on October 19 that as long as Ukrainian forces can 
continue inflicting a high casualty rate on Russian forces, ”it becomes possible to suppress Russia’s 
ability to train sufficient new troops to the standard needed to effectively conduct offensive 
action.”[30] 
  
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) reportedly continues efforts to push remnants 
of the Wagner Group out of Syria. A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger amplified claims on 
October 19 that the Russian MoD and Syrian forces allegedly acting under the Russian MoD’s 
influence are trying to push Wagner forces stationed near Palmyra out of Syria.[31] A Russian insider 
source claiming to have connections to the Wagner Group claimed that ISIS and other extremist 
groups will likely take advantage of Wagner’s withdrawal from Syria, further destabilizing the 
region.[32] 
  
A prominent Russian information space voice targeted two members of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s inner circle with accusations of corruption. Russian lawyer 
Kirill Kachur, whom the Russian Investigative Committee charged in absentia for embezzlement and 
bribery in 2022 and who claims to have insider knowledge about internal Kremlin politics, accused 
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service (SVR) Head Sergei Naryshkin and Russian Prime Minister 
Mikhail Mishustin of causing over one trillion rubles ($10.3 billion) of damage to the Russian 
economy through bribes and tax breaks from Russian businessmen since Mishustin’s appointment as 
head of the Russian Federal Tax Service in 2010.[33] Kachur also criticized businessman Alexander 
Udodov, Federal Security Service (FSB) General Ivan Tkachev, and FSB Colonel Sergei Natarov for 
enabling and protecting Mishustin.[34] Kachur’s complaint notably focuses on the current poor state 
of the Russian economy and the negative impact of such a high monetary loss amid a broader Russian 
focus on the federal budget.[35] Kachur claimed that the Russian Investigative Committee and FSB 
are currently investigating Mishustin and Naryshkin; ISW has observed no corroboration of Kachur’s 
claims from other Russian sources, and Russian officials have not commented on these claims.[36] 
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Key Takeaways: 
 

• Russian sources continued to discuss larger-than-usual Ukrainian ground 
operations on the east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast on October 19, and 
Ukrainian forces likely maintain a limited presence in some east bank areas 
near the Dnipro River shoreline and the Antonivsky railway bridge. 

• Satellite imagery published on October 18 suggests that the Ukrainian 
ATACMS strike on the Luhansk City airfield likely damaged several helicopters 
on October 17. 

• Ukrainian officials reported on October 19 that Ukrainian forces have downed 
five Russian fixed wing aircraft within the past 10 days in Donetsk Oblast amid 
high Russian ground vehicle losses near Avdiivka. 

• Ukrainian forces reportedly advanced south of Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast amid continued counteroffensive operations on October 19. 

• Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov met with North Korean Foreign 
Minister Choe Son Hui in Pyongyang, North Korea on October 19, likely part of 
an ongoing Russian effort to procure additional munitions from North Korea. 

• A Russian milblogger observed that Ukrainian forces are successfully and 
asymmetrically attriting Russian reserves in ongoing offensive operations. 

• The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) reportedly continues efforts to push 
remnants of the Wagner Group out of Syria. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, around Avdiivka, south of Donetsk City, in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast and 
advanced in some areas. 

• A Russian federal subject is attempting to compensate for labor shortages in 
its defense sector by spearheading an initiative to allow some minors to work 
in hazardous conditions. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTOctober%2019%2C2023.png
https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTOctober%2019%2C2023.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued attacks along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 19 and made 
a confirmed advance. Geolocated footage published on October 19 indicates that Russian forces 
advanced north of Ivanivka (19km southeast of Kupyansk).[37] A prominent Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces achieved unspecified “tactical success” near Ivanivka.[38] Another 
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces continued to advance west from Svatove towards the 
Oskil River and made unspecified progress near Makiivka (20km southwest of Svatove).[39] A 
Russian news aggregator claimed that Russian forces advanced near Makiivka on October 18.[40] The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 19 that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks 
near Synivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk), Ivanivka, Kyslivka (21km southeast of Kupyansk), Nadiya 
(15km southwest of Svatove), and Makiivka.[41] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian and 
Ukrainian forces also fought near Lyman Pershyi (12km northeast of Kupyansk) and Petropavlivka 
(7km east of Kupyansk).[42] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash 
stated on October 18 that Ukrainian forces have prepared powerful fortifications in the Kupyansk-
Lyman direction that Russian forces are unlikely to break through despite constant attacks. [43] 

The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near Synkivka and 
Ivanivka in Kharkiv Oblast and Novoyehorivka (16km southwest of Svatove), Makiivka, and Dibrova 
(7km southwest of Kreminna) in Luhansk Oblast.[44] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2019%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 19 and reportedly 
advanced. A Ukrainian soldier stated on October 19 that Ukrainian forces were successful near 
Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut), Andriivka (10km southwest of Bakhmut), and 
Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut) and advanced into the Russian defensive line toward 
Opytne (3km south of Bakhmut).[45] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya 
Yevlash stated on October 18 that Ukrainian forces have advanced behind the railway line in various 
unspecified areas south of Bakhmut.[46] Several Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces 
advanced behind the railway line near Klishchiivka and in the Klishchiivka area, but a different 
Russian source claimed that Ukrainian forces were unable to advance past the railway line.[47] The 
Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian attack near Klishchiivka.[48] ISW has 
not yet observed visual confirmation of Ukrainian forces operating beyond the railway line east of 
Klishchiivka. A Russian milblogger claimed that fighting is also ongoing near Orikhovo-Vasylivka 
(10km northwest of Bakhmut).[49] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Bakhmut on October 19 but did not advance. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near 
Klishchiivka.[50] Yevlash stated on October 18 that Russian forces unsuccessfully attempted to regain 
lost positions near Andriivka.[51] 
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Russian forces conducted offensive operations around Avdiivka on October 19 and made a marginal 
confirmed advance. Geolocated footage published on October 19 indicates that elements of the 
Russian “Kluny” Sabotage, Assault and Reconnaissance Detachment (likely of the 1st Donetsk 
People’s Republic [DNR] Army Corps) made limited advances north of Spartak (4km south of 
Avdiivka).[52] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 18 that Russian forces have advanced about 
2km in unspecified areas around Avdiivka.[53] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 18 that 
Russian forces achieved unspecified success near an unspecified section of the E50 highway southeast 
of Avdiivka and are advancing near Sieverne (5km west of Avdiivka), though ISW has not observed 
visual evidence supporting this claim.[54] Ukrainian military observer Yuriy Butusov stated on 
October 18 that Russian forces captured a position north of Avdiivka and an unspecified part of 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2019%2C2023.png
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Vodyane (7km southwest of Avdiivka), though ISW has not observed evidence to support these claims 
nor have official Ukrainian sources confirmed them.[55] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn 
Mashovets stated on October 19 that elements of the Russian 1st Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR 
Army Corps) advanced several hundred meters in the “Tsarska Okhota” restaurant area and that 
elements of the Russian 9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR Army Corps) advanced several 
hundred meters in the Vodyane-Netaylove direction (7-14km southwest of Avdiivka).[56] Mashovets 
also stated that Russian forces advanced several hundred meters in the Vodyane-Tonenke area (5-
7km southwest of Avdiivka).[57] ISW has not observed visual evidence of Mashovets’ latter two claims 
nor have Ukrainian official sources confirmed them. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that 
Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Avdiivka, Novokalynove (11km northwest of Avdiivka), 
Stepove (7km northwest of Avdiivka), Sieverne, and Pervomaiske (11km southwest of 
Avdiivka).[58] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces attacked in unspecified areas south, 
west, and northwest of Avdiivka.[59] Mashovets reported that elements of the 114th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (1st DNR Army Corps) and 277th Infantry Battalion (likely of the 1st DNR Army Corps) 
attacked near Stepove and that elements of the Russian 1454th Motorized Rifle Regiment (Russian 
Territorial Defense) and 21st Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd Combined Arms Army, Central Military 
District) attack near Kamyanka (5km northeast of Avdiivka).[60] Mashovets also reported that units 
of the Russian “Pyatnashka” and ”Yugra” volunteer battalions attempted to advance to the N20 
highway east of Avdiivka from positions near Kruta Balka (5km east of Avdiivka).[61] 

Ukrainian forces conducted limited counterattacks near Avdiivka on October 13 and reportedly 
advanced. Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces pushed Russian forces south of Sieverne and 
repelled Russian elements of the 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade from reaching the railway line near 
Stepove.[62] A milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces counterattacked near Krasnohorivka (5km 
north of Avdiivka) but did not state the outcome of the attack.[63] 



12  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 
 

 

Russian force conducted offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on October 19 and made 
confirmed advances. Geolocated footage published on October 18 indicates that Russian forces 
advanced northeast of Novomykhailivka (10km southwest of Donetsk City).[64] The Ukrainian 
General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Marinka and 
Novomykhailivka.[65] The Ukrainian military observer reported that elements of the Russian 5th 
Motorized Rifle Brigade (1st DNR Army Corps) and 103rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka%20and%20Donetsk%20City%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2019%2C2023%20.png
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Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Combined Arms Army, Southern Military District) unsuccessfully 
attacked near Marinka.[66] 

Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City 
on October 19. 
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2019%2C2023.png
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted an unsuccessful ground attack in the 
Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 19. The Russian MoD and another Russian source 
claimed that Russian forces repelled two small Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups in the 
forest area near Pryyutne (15km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[67] Russian milbloggers claimed 
that Ukrainian forces are defending along the Staromayorske-Urozhaine line (about 10km south of 
Velka Novosilka) but are not conducting active attacks to gain new positions in the area due to heavy 
Russian air and artillery strikes.[68] 

Russian forces conducted limited counterattacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on 
October 19 but did not make any claimed or confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Zolota Nyva and Novomayorske (12km 
and 19km southeast of Velyka Novosilka, respectively).[69] A Russian milblogger claimed that 
Russian forces have set sufficient conditions to resume successful attacks on this sector of the 
front.[70] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets noted that the Russian Eastern 
Grouping of Forces has transitioned to more active offensive operations in the Berdyansk (Donetsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area) direction and reported that advanced units of the Russian 40th Naval 
Infantry Brigade (Pacific Fleet) attempted to cross the T0509 Velyka Novosilka-Vuhledar road 
towards Novoukraiinka from positions in Shevchenko (18km southwest of Velyka 
Novosilka).[71] Mashovets also stated that elements of the 37th Motorized Rifle Brigade (36th 
Combined Arms Army, Eastern Military District) unsuccessfully attacked from Novodonetske (12km 
southeast of Velyka Novosilka) towards Zolota Nyva.[72] 
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 19 and 
reportedly advanced. The Ukrainian General Staff and other Ukrainian military sources reported that 
Ukrainian forces were successful south of Robotyne and southwest of Verbove (10km east of 
Robotyne) and advanced up to 400m in an unspecified part of the western Zaporizhia 
front.[73] Mashovets stated that Ukrainian forces pushed Russian forces back from positions near 
Verbove and advanced between 1.5-1.6km into Russian defensive lines in an unspecified part of the 
Robotyne front.[74] The Russian MoD claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted two unsuccessful 
attacks near Verbove.[75] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful 
attacks near Novoprokopivka (2km south of Robotyne) and maintained pressure along the entire 
Robotyne-Verbove line.[76] One Russian milblogger claimed that the situation northwest of Robotyne 
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on the Zherebryanky-Pyatykhatky line remains largely unchanged but reported that Ukrainian forces 
are trying to shift the frontline eastward towards Mali Shcherbaky (about 22km northwest of 
Robotyne).[77] 

 

Russian forces continued counterattacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 19 and made a 
marginal confirmed advance. Geolocated footage posted on October 19 shows a Russian tank and 
BMD-4 infantry fighting vehicle operating about 4km east of Novoprokopivka, indicating that Russian 
forces hold positions in the area.[78] Russian milbloggers claimed that the footage suggests that 
Russian forces successfully counterattacked near Novoprokopivka.[79] Russian milbloggers 
additionally claimed that Russian forces attacked west of Robotyne, towards Novodanylivka, and near 
Verbove.[80] Mashovets noted that the Russian command is constantly deploying tactical reserves 
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comprised of reorganized tactical groups of mobilized troops to the area to support Russian 
counterattacks on Ukrainian flanks in the area.[81] 

 
See topline text for updates on Kherson Oblast. 
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces attempted a missile strike on Russian military assets in 
occupied Crimea on the night of October 18. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian air defense 
downed two Ukrainian-modified S-200 missiles over occupied Crimea on the evening of October 
18.[82] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Ukraine launched two Hrim-2 missiles at 
Crimea, one of which fell near the Black Sea Fleet Repair Base in Inkerman, southwest Crimea, and 
the other of which fell near the northwestern part of Sevastopol.[83] The milblogger also claimed that 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv%20Battle%20Map%20Draft%20October%2019%2C2023.png
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Russian air defenses shot down a modified S-200 missile near Kara-Koba (just northeast of 
Sevastopol).[84] 

The Russian MoD claimed that Russian aircraft intercepted NATO and British aircraft over the Black 
Sea. Russian media reported on October 19 that two Russian Su-27 fighter jets scrambled in response 
to the presence of an RC-135 radio-technical reconnaissance and electronic warfare aircraft and 2 
British Typhoon multirole fighters over the Black Sea.[85] 

Russia likely deployed naval-trained dolphins to northwestern Crimea. Open-source intelligence 
analyst HI Sutton reported on October 18 that Russia has moved pens containing trained dolphins to 
Novoozerne, northwestern Crimea, as of August 2023.[86] Sutton noted that the Russian Navy uses 
trained dolphins to defend critical naval bases against special forces divers and suggested that their 
deployment to northwestern Crimea indicates continued concern over the potential for Ukrainian 
raids on the western coast of Crimea.[87] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 

A Russian federal subject (region) is attempting to compensate for labor shortages in its defense 
sector by spearheading an initiative to allow some minors to work in hazardous conditions.[88] The 
Republic of Tatarstan is preparing a proposal to amend its labor code to allow Russian minors aged 
16-18 to work in hazardous conditions under a fixed-term contract due to personnel 
shortages.[89] The Russian State Duma Committee on Labor, Social Policy, and Veterans’ Affairs 
Yaroslav Nilov expressed support for allowing some teenagers to work at defense enterprises and 
noted labor shortages across the industry, including at aircraft manufacturing plants and at small-
arms manufacturer Kalashnikov Concern.[90] Russian newswire Kommersant noted that the 
proposal calls on the Russian federal government to resolve contradictions in federal child labor 
policies, and such a resolution would likely allow other federal subjects to pass similar legislation to 
the Tatarstan proposal.[91] Tatarstan also notably houses a Shahed drone production plant, and there 
have been reports that college students are working at the plant. This law may allow Russian 
authorities to exploit child labor for the production of Shahed drones. [92] 

The Russian MoD-affiliated “Redut” private military company (PMC) is reportedly comprised of 
Russian veterans of Afghanistan and former Spetsnaz personnel. A prominent Russian milblogger 
claimed to have spoken to Redut PMC personnel who reportedly served in Afghanistan or as Spetsnaz 
and that these fighters claimed that Redut largely operates without official military ranks and 
personnel instead only hold positions.[93] The personnel claimed that there are no significant pay 
disparities between roles; the least experienced fighters reportedly receive salaries of 230,000 rubles 
($2,369) while a deputy brigade commander receives a salary of 260,000 rubles ($2,678).[94] The 
milblogger claimed that Redut PMC also has its own subordinate “Storm-Z” company of penal 
recruits.[95] 

The Russian military command likely transferred 45 mobilized Russian personnel to “Storm-Z” units 
as retaliation for refusing to fight following a public complaint. Ukrainian Luhansk Oblast Head 
Artem Lysohor reported that the Russian military command transferred 45 mobilized personnel of 
the Russian 12th Guards Tank Regiment (4th Guards Tank Division, 1st Guards Tank Army, Western 
Military District) to a “Storm-Z” unit after imprisoning them on October 7 for refusing to fight in the 
Kupyansk direction.[96] Lysohor stated that public outcry prompted the Russian military command 
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to release the personnel after a week of imprisonment. ISW recently reported on October 14 about the 
wives of these personnel complaining about their imprisonment after the unit suffered 300 casualties 
during a failed assault in the Kupyansk direction.[97] 
 
Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

The Belarusian government announced on October 19 that Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko signed a decree granting Belarusian citizenship to 262 Ukrainian civilians, including 16 
children.[98] The Belarusian government stated that Belarus has provided citizenship to 6,814 
Ukrainian citizens since August 9, 2021.[99] ISW has previously reported on Belarus’ and 
Lukashenko’s personal culpability in forcibly deporting Ukrainian civilians to Belarus during the 
Russian full-scale invasion of Ukraine.[100] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian state media is falsely attempting to portray Ukraine as oppressing religious liberties to 
publicly discredit Ukraine. Russian state media outlets are reporting on the Ukrainian Verkhovna 
Rada’s October 19 vote to ban the Russian state-affiliated religious organizations and claimed that the 
vote is part of the “persecution” of the Russian state-affiliated Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow 
Patriarchate (UOC MP).[101] As ISW has previously reported, the UOC MP is not an independent 
religious organization but an extension of the Russian state that has provided military support for 
Russia’s initial invasion of Ukraine in 2014 and the full-scale invasion in 2022.[102] The Kremlin has 
notably sought to portray itself as religiously tolerant while actively persecuting Ukrainian Orthodox 
Christians and religious minorities in occupied Ukraine.[103] 
 
Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 

A Russian official claimed that perceived Western aggression prompted recent decisions about 
Russia’s nuclear arsenal, including the deployment of tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus. Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) Department of Non-Proliferation and Arms Control Director 
Vladimir Ermakov stated on October 16 that Russia’s deployment of tactical nuclear weapons to 
Belarus and withdrawal of the ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty will level out 
the “imbalance in the strategic sphere” that the US created.[104] A Russian milblogger claimed that 
Russia’s transfer of tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus does not violate the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treats because Russian forces still control the nuclear warheads in Belarus.[105] ISW has previously 
assessed that the Kremlin uses nuclear rhetoric in an attempt to coerce the United States and its allies 
to pressure Ukraine to negotiate and that Russian nuclear weapon use in Ukraine remains highly 
unlikely.[106] 

Belarusian maneuver elements conducted exercises on October 18 and 19. The Belarusian Ministry of 
Defense (MoD) posted photos showing elements of the Belarusian 19th Separate Guards Mechanized 
Brigade and 120th Separate Guards Mechanized Brigades participating in combat readiness exercises 
in Belarus.[107] The Belarusian MoD claimed that Belarusian Security Council State Secretary 



22  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 
 

Lieutenant General Alexander Volfovich and North-Western Operational Command Commander 
Major General Alexander Naumenko observed some of the exercises.[108] 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko dismissed the Belarusian ambassadors to Ukraine and 
Estonia from their posts on October 19.[109] 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1pm ET on October 18. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 19 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
Russian sources claimed that likely company-sized elements of two Ukrainian naval 
infantry brigades conducted an assault across the Dnipro River onto the east (left) bank 
of Kherson Oblast on October 17-18. Geolocated footage published on October 18 indicates that 
Ukrainian forces advanced north of Pishchanivka (14km east of Kherson City and 3km from the 
Dnipro River) and into Poyma (11km east of Kherson City and 4km from the Dnipro River).[1] A 
prominent Russian milblogger claimed that two Ukrainian “assault groups” landed on the east bank 
of the Dnipro River and broke through initial Russian defenses, temporarily occupying all of Poyma 
and positions on the northern outskirts of Pishchanivka on the afternoon of October 17.[2] The 
milblogger later claimed that Russian forces pushed Ukrainian forces back from these positions 
towards the Dnipro River.[3] The milblogger claimed that a Ukrainian sabotage group is still 
operating in Pishchanivka as of the afternoon of October 18. The milblogger, however, suggested that 
Russian forces only maintain positions on the southern outskirts of the settlement. The Russian 
Ministry of Defense (MoD) also acknowledged the Ukrainian operations, claiming that Russian forces 
stopped four Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance groups near Pidstepne (16km east of Kherson 
City) and Poyma.[4] Another prominent Russian milblogger also claimed that Ukrainian forces 
occupied Poyma on the night of October 17 to 18.[5] 
  
Russian sources expressed pronounced concern about ongoing Ukrainian activity on 
the east bank of Kherson Oblast and framed these activities as part of a potential larger 
Ukrainian operation. The majority of Russian claims about developments on the east bank are 
largely single-sourced to one prominent Russian milblogger who has recently heavily focused his 
reporting on this section of the front.[6] Russian sources characterized the reported assaults as a 
Ukrainian effort to expand a “bridgehead” on the east bank and the initial stages of a larger offensive 
operation across the Dnipro River.[7] Russian President Vladimir Putin similarly described Ukrainian 
activity in Kherson Oblast as the “next counteroffensive” and continued his typical rhetorical line by 
painting all Ukrainian offensive operations as a failure.[8] The prominent Russian milblogger who is 
the basis for many of these claims has expressed concern about a Ukrainian offensive across the 
Dnipro River on and off throughout 2023 and escalated his warnings in late September 2023. The 
milblogger reacted to the reported assault on the night of October 17 to 18 by accusing the Russian 
MoD of not taking the threat of a Ukrainian crossing seriously.[9] 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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Russian concerns about the ability of Russian forces to repel a potential Ukrainian offensive operation 
across the Dnipro River may be partially connected to the condition of the Russian grouping of forces 
on the left bank. The Russian command has drawn relatively more elite units from the Kherson 
direction to support defensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast in recent months due to likely 
viewing Kherson as a quiet sector, and the current force composition in the area is likely relatively less 
combat effective.[10] Ukrainian Southern Operational Command Spokesperson Captain First Rank 
Nataliya Humenyuk stated on October 17 that Russian forces were still redeploying trained units from 
the Kherson direction to the Zaporizhia and eastern directions.[11] The Russian military may have 
recently redeployed elements of the 41st Combined Arms Army (Central Military District) and the 
810th Naval Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet) to the Kherson direction, however, but it is unclear 
where in Kherson Oblast elements of the 41st Combined Arms Army are currently 
deployed.[12] Ukrainian counteroffensive operations reportedly previously rendered the 810th Naval 
Infantry Brigade combat ineffective as of September 22.[13] 

ISW will not speculate on the scope and prospects of ongoing Ukrainian activity on the 
east bank of Kherson Oblast but does not assess that Ukrainian forces have created a 
bridgehead on the east bank of Kherson Oblast suitable for the further maneuver of 
sizeable mechanized forces at this time. However, it is noteworthy that prominent and 
generally reliable Russian sources are discussing Ukrainian activities on the east bank 
as occurring at a larger scale than previously documented tactical cross-river raids by 
Ukrainian forces. ISW will continue to monitor the area closely and assess control of 
terrain changes and Russian responses, in line with its standing policy of not 
forecasting Ukrainian actions. 
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Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations in eastern and southern 
Ukraine and reportedly advanced near Bakhmut and in western Zaporizhia Oblast. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued offensive actions south of Bakhmut 
and had partial success south of Robotyne.[14] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces 
advanced near Klishchiivka, 5km southwest of Bakhmut.[15] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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Western media reported that the United States has thus far provided Ukraine with a 
limited number of ATACMS missiles. The Associated Press reported on October 17 that an 
unnamed US official stated that the United States provided Ukraine with “fewer than a dozen” 
missiles “within the last few days.”[16] The New York Times (NYT) reported on October 18 that two 
unspecified Western officials stated that the United States sent “about 20” ATACMS to 
Ukraine.[17] Russian President Vladimir Putin stated at a press conference in Beijing on October 18 
that the ATACMS are “fundamentally incapable of changing the situation on the frontline.”[18] The 
Kremlin does not view the provision of ATACMS to Ukraine as an escalatory step, and the United 
States has not crossed a Russian “red line” by providing Ukraine with these missiles. Ukraine will 
need additional ATACMS to sustain the operational effects of their use on the arrayment of Russian 
aviation assets and logistics.[19] 
  
Satellite imagery from October 17 suggests that the Ukrainian ATACMS strike on the 
Berdyansk airfield likely substantially damaged Russian aircraft and airfield 
infrastructure, but ISW cannot yet confirm the extent of the damage. Several open-source 
intelligence analysts amplified satellite imagery of the Berdyansk airfield and suggested that it shows 
at least seven burned-out areas where satellite imagery previously showed various Russian 
helicopters, and additionally noted that many helicopters have since moved.[20] A Ukrainian reserve 
officer stated that prior to the strike, Russian forces had Mi-28, Mi-24, and Ka-52 helicopters at the 
airfield, and suggested that the extent of the damage is likely more widespread than depicted in 
preliminary satellite imagery.[21] Ukrainian military sources previously reported that the Ukrainian 
strike destroyed nine helicopters, one anti-aircraft missile launcher, special equipment, ammunition 
depots, and runway infrastructure, but ISW cannot fully confirm these Russian losses with available 
imagery at this time.[22] 
  
Russian President Vladimir Putin indicated his desire to deepen Russian-Chinese 
economic and political ties but did not announce any practical changes at the One Belt 
One Road International Forum in Beijing, China on October 18. Putin stated that close 
Russian and Chinese foreign policy coordination is especially necessary in “current difficult 
conditions” and emphasized Russian and Chinese cooperation through multilateral formats including 
the One Belt One Road Initiative, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU).[23] Putin claimed that 
economic cooperation between Russia and China is integral to strengthening Russian economic, 
technological, and financial sovereignty.[24] Putin notably did not emphasize Russian-Chinese 
security cooperation, possibly due to China’s reticence at the no-limits partnership that Russia wants 
to establish, as ISW has previously reported.[25] Putin also held bilateral talks with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, and available Kremlin readouts of the meeting similarly stressed economic ties between 
Russia and China.[26] Putin’s visit to China and meeting with Xi does not appear to have resulted in 
any substantial change in the Chinese reticence to establish the Kremlin’s desired level of bilateral 
relationship or any breakthroughs in the degree of Chinese military support to Russia. Russian 
Finance Minister Anton Siluanov notably claimed on October 18 that almost all of Russia’s dual-use 
civilian drones come from China and stated that the Russian government aims to increase domestic 
civilian drone production to 41 percent by 2025.[27] ISW has previously observed reports that China 
often exports dual-use equipment to Russia, including civilian drones, which Russian forces can 
employ on the battlefield in Ukraine.[28] 
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Key Takeaways: 
 

• Russian sources claimed that likely company-sized elements of two Ukrainian 
naval infantry brigades conducted an assault across the Dnipro River onto the 
east (left) bank of Kherson Oblast on October 17-18. 

• Russian sources expressed pronounced concern about ongoing Ukrainian 
activity on the east bank of Kherson Oblast and framed these activities as part 
of a potential larger Ukrainian operation. 

• ISW will not speculate on the scope and prospects of ongoing Ukrainian 
activity on the east bank of Kherson Oblast but does not assess that Ukrainian 
forces have created a bridgehead on the east bank of Kherson Oblast suitable 
for the further maneuver of sizeable mechanized forces at this time. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations in eastern and 
southern Ukraine and reportedly advanced near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast. 

• Western media reported that the US has thus far provided Ukraine with a 
limited number of ATACMS missiles, and the Kremlin issued a muted 
response to the provision of these systems 

• Satellite imagery from October 17 suggests that the Ukrainian ATACMS strike 
on the Berdyansk airfield likely substantially damaged Russian aircraft and 
airfield infrastructure, but ISW cannot yet confirm the extent of the damage. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin indicated his desire to deepen Russian-
Chinese economic and political ties but did not announce any practical 
changes at the One Belt One Road International Forum in Beijing, China on 
October 18. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, near Bakhmut, in the Avdiivka direction, southwest of Donetsk 
City, in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia 
Oblast and advanced south of Avdiivka. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 
these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTOctober 18%2C2023.png
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• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations near Kupyansk on October 18 but did not make any 
confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces advanced near Synkivka (8km 
northeast of Kupyansk) on the night of October 17, although ISW has not observed evidence of this 
claim.[29] The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 18 that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian 
attacks near Synkivka, Ivanivka (19km southeast of Kupyansk), and Kyslivka (21km southeast of 
Kupyansk).[30] The United Kingdom Ministry of Defense (UK MoD) reported on October 18 that 
Russian offensive activity in the Kupyansk-Lyman direction has significantly increased in the past two 
weeks and that elements of the 6th Combined Arms Army and 1st Guards Tank Army (both of the 
Western Military District) and the newly-created 25th Combined Arms Army have been attacking 
with limited success on this front, consistent with ISW’s observations.[31] 

Russian sources claimed on October 18 that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful counterattacks 
near Kupyansk. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near 
Synkivka, Ivanivka, Pershotravneve (21km northeast of Kupyansk), and Orlyanka (22km east of 
Kupyansk).[32] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks 
near Tymkivka (18km east of Kupyansk).[33] 

Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Svatove-Kreminna line on October 18 but did 
not make any confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced in the 
direction of Makiivka (20km southwest of Svatove) on the night of October 17, though ISW has not 
observed evidence of this claim.[34] A Russian news aggregator claimed on the night of October 17 
that fighting was ongoing near Torske (14km west of Kreminna).[35] The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported on October 18 that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Makiivka.[36] Footage 
published on October 18 purportedly shows elements of the 88th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd 
Luhansk People's Republic Army Corps) operating near Spirne (25km south of 
Kreminna).[37] Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov posted footage on October 18 purportedly 
showing the Chechen “Amur” Group of the “Hunters” Akhmat Spetsnaz Detachment operating near 
the Serebryanske forest area (10km southwest of Kreminna).[38] 
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks along the Svatove-
Kreminna line on October 18. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian 
attacks near Serhiivka (14km southwest of Svatove), and Dibrova (7km southwest of 
Kreminna).[39] A Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks 
near Nadiya (15km southwest of Svatove), Kuzmyne (3km southwest of Kreminna), and Shepylove 
(8km south of Kreminna).[40] 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Draft Map October%2C 18%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Ukrainian forces continued ground attacks near Bakhmut on October 18 and reportedly advanced 
south of the city. Several Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces continued attacks toward 
the railway line near Klishchiivka (5km southwest of Bakhmut).[41] One milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces managed to advance northeast of Klishchiivka, and another milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces crossed the railway near a waste heap in the Klishchiivka area.[42] A Russian media 
aggregator seemingly refuted claims that Ukrainian forces advanced past the railway line, however, 
and reported that Russian forces are reliably defending the railway between Klishchiivka and 
Andriivka (8km southwest of Bakhmut).[43] 

Russian forces continued limited and unsuccessful counterattacks near Bakhmut on October 18. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian troops repelled Russian attacks near 
Klishchiivka.[44] A Russian milblogger posted footage reportedly of the 83rd Air Assault (VDV) 
Brigade and Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) 85th Motorized Rifle Brigade destroying Ukrainian 
equipment in the Bakhmut direction.[45] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka direction on October 18 and made 
confirmed advances. Geolocated footage from October 17 shows that Russian forces counterattacked 
Ukrainian positions just north of the E50 highway south of Avdiivka and advanced along the local 
Soborna street towards the “Tsarska Okhota” restaurant on the southern outskirts of Avdiivka.[46] A 
Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are trying to consolidate their positions on the 
southern outskirts of Avdiivka before launching attacks on the “Tsarska Okhota,” which the 
milblogger claimed is a highly fortified position.[47] Other Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian 
forces continued attacking southwest, south, and north of Avdiivka, and one milblogger remarked 
that Russian forces expanded their zone of control near Pervomaiske (10km southwest of Avdiivka), 
Stepove (5km northwest of Avdiivka), and Sieverne (5km west of Avdiivka).[48] Avdiivka City Head 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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Vitaly Barabash noted that Russian forces appear to be regrouping near Avdiivka, and warned that 
there will likely be a new stage of fighting in coming days.[49] The Ukrainian General Staff and 
Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Oleksandr Shtupun reported that Russian forces 
are regrouping near Avdiivka and have not given up efforts to surround the city.[50] 

Russian sources are increasingly complaining about the poor conditions facing Russian forces fighting 
near Avdiivka. One Russian correspondent who is purportedly fighting near Avdiivka and who 
notably presented an optimistic overview of the situation in the first days of the Russian assault 
claimed that the situation is now unchanged and remarked that the poor performance of Russian 
counterbattery fire is the “number one problem across the board” in this area.[51] Another Russian 
Telegram user amplified screenshots of messages sent by a Russian soldier near Avdiivka in which the 
soldier complains about foul sanitary conditions within Russian trenches and reports that Ukrainian 
artillery and helicopter fire are preventing Russian forces from moving out of trenches.[52] 

Ukrainian forces conducted limited counterattacks near Avdiivka on October 18 but did not make any 
confirmed gains. Geolocated footage posted on October 17 indicates that Ukrainian forces may have 
conducted a limited counterattack just north of the E50 highway south of Avdiivka, but subsequent 
footage of the same positions suggests that Russian forces subsequently counterattacked and 
advanced beyond the Ukrainian positions towards the southern outskirt of Avdiivka.[53] A Russian 
milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces improved their positions near Vodyane and occupied new 
positions in the adjacent forest area.[54] 
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Russian forces continued ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City on October 18 and did not make 
any confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 
upwards of 20 Russian attacks near Marinka (on the southwest outskirts of Donetsk City) and 
Novomykhailivka (10km southwest of Donetsk City).[55] Ukrainian 79th Separate Airborne Assault 
Brigade Spokesperson Yaroslav Chepurnyi noted on October 18 that Russian forces have intensified 
artillery, drone, and guided aerial bomb strikes on Marinka in recent weeks and reported that Russian 
forces typically storm multiple Ukrainian positions within Marinka at the same time.[56] A Russian 
media aggregator claimed that Russian forces are continuing to advance within Marinka.[57] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City 
on October 18. 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 
 
The Russian “Vostok” Battalion, reportedly active in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, 
claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked an unspecified section of this frontline on the night of October 
17 to 18.[58] 

Russian forces conducted ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 18 
but did not make any claimed or confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 
18 that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks near Novomayorske (18km southwest of Velyka 
Novosilka) and south of Zolota Nyva (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka) and Prechystivka (17km 
southeast of Velyka Novosilka).[59] A Russian milblogger posted footage claiming to show elements 
of the Russian 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (29th Combined Arms Army, Eastern Military District) 
operating near Mykilske (4km southeast of Vuhledar).[60] 

The Russian MoD claimed on October 18 that elements of the Russian Eastern Grouping of Forces 
repelled a Ukrainian attack near Chervone (9km east of Hulyaipole).[61] 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 18 and 
reportedly advanced. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces achieved 
unspecified partial success south of Robotyne.[62] The Russian MoD claimed that Russian forces 
repelled a Ukrainian attack near Verbove (10km east of Robotyne).[63] Russian milbloggers claimed 
that Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations along the Kopani-Robotyne-Novoprokopivka-
Verbove line (5km northwest to 10km east of Robotyne).[64] Russian milbloggers claimed that 
Ukrainian infantry groups conducted a "large-scale” attack on Verbove and Novoprokopivka (2km 
south of Robotyne) with four or five units of equipment and groups of 20 people each.[65] A Russian 
news aggregator claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked near Kopani (5km northwest of Robotyne) on 
October 17.[66] 
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Russian forces continued counterattacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 18 but did not make 
any claimed or confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
unsuccessfully attempted to restore lost positions east of Mala Tokmachka (7km southeast of Orikhiv) 
and southwest of Robotyne.[67] Ukrainian Tavriisk Group of Forces Spokesperson Colonel Oleksandr 
Shtupun stated that Russian forces are constantly probing Ukrainian defenses and attempting to 
regain lost positions southwest of Robotyne.[68] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces 
counterattacked from Kopani to Novodanylivka (6km north of Robotyne), southwest of Robotyne, and 
near Verbove.[69] Russian milbloggers amplified footage claiming to show elements of the Russian 
“Osman” Spetsnaz unit, the 136th Motorized Rifle Brigade (58th Combined Arms Army [CAA], 
Southern Military District [SMD]), and the 42nd Motorized Rifle Division (58th CAA, SMD) operating 
in the Orikhiv direction.[70] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pryatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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The Russian MoD reported that Russian Black Sea Fleet naval aviation destroyed a Ukrainian naval 
drone in the Black Sea on the night of October 17.[71] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces destroyed two Ukrainian naval drones west of Cape Tarkhankut.[72] 

Russian President Vladimir Putin stated during a press conference in Beijing on October 18 that 
Russian Aerospace (VKS) forces are beginning to patrol the airspace over the Black Sea with MiG-31 
aircraft armed with Kh-47M2 Kinzhal hypersonic air-launched ballistic missile 
systems.[73] Ukrainian Air Force Spokesperson Yuri Ihnat stated that Putin’s threat does not 
fundamentally change the situation for Ukraine and the flights are possibly intended to pose a threat 
to NATO countries (such as Romania) within the range of Kinzhal missiles.[74] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 
  
Russian opposition outlet Mediazona reported on October 17 that the number of convictions against 
Russian military personnel for serious crimes has increased to a record level in the first half of 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 18%2C2023.png
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2023.[75] Russian courts sentenced 32 Russian military personnel for homicide in the first half of 
2023, in comparison with an average of 20 homicide sentences per year in previous 
years.[76] Notably more Russian military personnel also received sentences for causing grievous 
bodily harm and sexual assault in the first six months of 2023 than in previous years.[77] 

The Russian State Duma proposed two laws on October 18 that will grant mobilization deferments to 
student workers who are sponsored by their employers, as well as Russian teachers and doctors in 
rural areas.[78] The Kremlin continues to codify mobilization deferments likely to assuage discontent 
over continued crypto-mobilization efforts and address persistent human capital shortages. 

Russian authorities reportedly opened a missile manufacturing plant in Nekrasovka Raion, Moscow 
that will produce air defense missiles.[79] Russian sources reported that high-ranking Russian 
military officials and Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu visited the plant in May 2023 and that 
Russian authorities constructed the facility in eight and a half months.[80] Moscow Mayor Sergei 
Sobyanin stated that the missile plant should begin producing missiles within a year.[81] 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

Nothing significant to report. 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian President Vladimir Putin reiterated a standard Russian information operation aimed at 
portraying Ukraine and the West as prolonging the war by refusing to negotiate. Putin claimed at a 
press conference in Beijing on October 18 that a peace settlement would be possible if Ukraine 
stopped “theatrical gestures” and the West “took concrete steps” toward negotiations.[82] The 
Kremlin has not taken any meaningful steps towards opening negotiations beyond calling for, 
effectively, a complete Ukrainian surrender and the achievement of the Kremlin’s war goals, as ISW 
has previously documented.[83] 

The Russian government has reportedly fined Russian citizens almost 200 million rubles (about $2 
million) since the start of the war under the law against “discrediting” the Russian military. Russian 
opposition outlet Mediazona reported on October 18 that Russian courts have fined Russians about 
194 million rubles (about $1.9 million) in administrative cases for discrediting the Russian military 
since the law came into force in March 2022.[84] 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu and Belarusian Defense Minister Lieutenant General Viktor 
Khrenin held a joint board meeting of the Russian and Belarusian ministries of defense in Moscow on 
October 18.[85] Shoigu and Khrenin both delivered boilerplate rhetoric about Russian-Belarusian 
military integration efforts and reiterated claims about alleged NATO aggression against the Union 
State.[86] Khrenin stated that Russian and Belarusian authorities are currently negotiating an 
agreement that will include measures for Russian defense industrial base (DIB) facilities to repair 
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Belarusian equipment.[87] It is unclear why the Belarusian military would need to rely upon Russian 
DIB facilities to repair equipment, however, especially considering the current constraints placed on 
the Russian DIB by Russian operations in Ukraine. 

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in 
Belarus as part of ongoing Kremlin efforts to increase their control over Belarus and 
other Russian actions in Belarus. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, October 17, 2023 
Karolina Hird, Riley Bailey, Angelica Evans, and Mason Clark 

October 17, 2023, 6:30pm ET 
 
Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is updated daily 
alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. These 
maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic 
frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:00pm ET on October 17. ISW will cover subsequent reports in 
the October 18 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
 
Ukraine used US-provided ATACMS long-range missiles to strike Russian targets in occupied Ukraine for 
the first time on October 17. The Wall Street Journal and other Western media outlets confirmed on October 17 that 
the US “secretly” provided Ukraine with ATACMS with a range of 165km in recent days and reported that Ukrainian forces 
already used ATACMS to strike Russian-controlled airfields in occupied Berdyansk, Zaporizhia Oblast and Luhansk City, 
Luhansk Oblast.[1] Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky also stated in his nightly address on October 17 that ATACMS 
“have proven themselves” but did not directly confirm ATACMS were used in these strikes, and multiple Russian sources 
claimed Ukrainian forces used ATACMS in the Berdyansk strike.[2] Various Russian sources amplified images reportedly 
of ATACMS M74 cluster submunitions found at the site of the strike in Berdyansk.[3] The US likely transferred the ATACMS 
systems in secret to provide Ukrainian forces operational surprise, and the overall shock in the Russian information space 
suggests that Ukraine achieved the desired effect. Ukrainian Special Operations Forces Command did not specify that 
Ukrainian forces used ATACMS in the strikes but stated that the strikes destroyed nine Russian helicopters of various 
models, other unspecified special equipment, an anti-aircraft missile launcher, an ammunition warehouse, and damaged 
runway infrastructure.[4] Footage reportedly from the Berdyansk airfield shows heavy fires and explosions due to the 
continued detonation of ammunition in an ammunition depot.[5] NASA Fire Information for Resource Management 
(FIRMS) data from October 17 also confirms heat signatures following explosions in Berdyansk but has not yet confirmed 
heat signatures at the Luhansk airfield.[6] 
 
The Ukrainian ATACMS strikes on operationally significant Russian airfields in Ukraine will likely prompt 
the Russian command to disperse aviation assets and withdraw some aircraft to airfields further from the 
frontline. Russian forces notably operated rotary-wing aircraft from the Berdyansk airfield in the early months of the 
ongoing Ukrainian counteroffensive in western Zaporizhia Oblast to great effect against large mechanized Ukrainian 
assaults.[7] Previous satellite imagery of the Berdyansk airfield showed that Russian forces dispersed aircraft across the 
airfield, and Ukrainian forces were likely only able to conduct strikes on individual aircraft with previously available long-
range missiles.[8] The cluster munition–armed version of the ATACMS long range missiles will allow Ukrainian forces to 
conduct strikes on Russian airfields that can more widely destroy Russian aircraft and other assets. Russian milbloggers 
immediately drew parallels between the Ukrainian strikes on the Berdyansk and Luhansk City airfields and a series of 
Ukrainian HIMARS strikes on the Chornobaivka airfield in Kherson Oblast during the 2022 Kherson 
counteroffensive.[9] The arrival of Western-provided HIMARS allowed Ukrainian forces to conduct repeated strikes on the 
Chornobaivka airfield, which caused significant Russian aviation losses, and Russian command withdrew military 
equipment and aviation from the airfield due to their inability to combat Ukrainian HIMARS strikes.[10] Russian 
milbloggers noted that Russian forces adapted their airfields to Ukrainian long-range strike capabilities but that ATACMS 
are a new missile threat which will similarly force the Russian command to adapt once again.[11] The Russian military 
has consistently shown it can adapt to new Ukrainian strike capabilities — but only after suffering initial 
and pronounced losses from Ukrainian capabilities Russian commanders realistically should have 
prepared for. 

The likely dispersal of Russian aircraft at airfields throughout occupied Ukraine and the relocation of aviation assets further 
away from the frontline will likely disrupt Russian aviation support for defensive efforts and localized offensive operations. 
The relocation of aircraft to airfields further in the rear will likely impact the loitering time that Russian aviation will have 
to support operations. This will likely be particularly significant for Russian rotary-wing aircraft, which operated in relatively 
small sections of the frontline for long periods of time to degrade advancing mechanized Ukrainian forces at the beginning 
of the counteroffensive in June and July of 2023.[12] The dispersal of aviation assets at a larger number of airfields will also 
likely present the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) greater coordination and sustainment challenges. 

The arrival of ATACMS long-range missiles also poses a significant threat to Russian ammunition depots 
in rear areas and will likely force the Russian command to choose between fortifying existing depots or 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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further dispersing depots throughout occupied Ukraine. The arrival of HIMARS to Ukraine in June 2022 allowed 
Ukrainian forces to conduct an operationally significant interdiction campaign in support of counteroffensive operations in 
Kherson and Kharkiv oblasts, part of which targeted overly concentrated Russian ammunition depots.[13] The Russian 
command reluctantly moved away from using highly concentrated ammunition depots, extending Russian logistics along 
longer ground lines of communications (GLOCs), which ultimately complicated the provision of ammunition and supplies 
to the frontline to a certain degree.[14] ATACMS will likely present Russian forces with a similar challenge, and Russian 
forces can either focus on fortifying existing depots or create an even more dispersed and therefore over-extended logistics 
system for ammunition. 
 
The Russian information space expressed widespread fear over the use of ATACMS, and Russian concerns 
over the possibility of future strikes will likely impact Russian decision-making beyond the current 
Ukrainian ability to sustain regular ATACMS strikes. Russian sources bemoaned the strikes on the Berdyansk and 
Luhansk City airfields as one of the most devastating Ukrainian strikes on a Russian target since the start of Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine.[15] Russian sources particularly credited the use of ATACMS for the severity of the strike and 
expressed fears that the Russian command would not adapt quickly enough to the new missile threat.[16] The Russian 
command will likely have to consider the potential Ukrainian use of ATACMS when making operational and tactical 
decisions about the placement of military assets regardless of the frequency of such strikes, and the current level of Russian 
concern suggests that this calculation may be particularly pronounced in the coming weeks. Ukraine has likely only received 
a limited number of ATACMS, however, and will need more if it is to sustain and amplify these initial effects.[17] 
 
Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations and advanced near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive actions south 
of Bakhmut and had partial success west of Verbove (10km east of Robotyne in western Zaporizhia Oblast).[18] Geolocated 
footage posted on October 16 also indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced northwest of Zaliznyanske (9km northwest of 
Bakhmut).[19] 
 
The US confirmed on October 17 that all 31 previously pledged American M1 Abrams main battle tanks 
have arrived in Ukraine.[20] US Army Europe and Africa (USAREUR-AF) Spokesperson Colonel Martin O’Donnell 
reported that all of the Ukrainian servicemembers who trained on the tanks alongside US forces in Germany have also 
returned to Ukraine.[21] US military officials noted that it will likely take some time for Ukraine to deploy the Abrams to 
the frontline. 
 
The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) posted footage on October 17 of Russian forces operating the new 
TOS-2 “Tosochka” thermobaric artillery system in Ukraine.[22] The Russian MoD claimed that Central Military 
District (CMD) Radiation, Chemical, and Biological Defense Troops used the TOS-2 system to strike a Ukrainian fortified 
area in an unspecified area of the front, potentially in reference to Avdiivka, where some CMD elements have recently 
deployed to support offensive operations north of Donetsk City.[23] Russian media responded to the MoD’s footage and 
noted that the TOS-2 is a modernized and improved version of the TOS-1A “Solntsepek” system that Russian forces have 
heavily employed across the theater in Ukraine.[24] Thermobaric artillery systems such as the TOS-1A and TOS-2 are 
military district–level assets, and their commitment to certain sectors of the front may be indicative of Russian operational 
prioritization of certain areas.[25] 
 
The Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) reportedly issued an informal warning to a prominent 
Russian milblogger who is often critical of the Ministry of Defense’s conduct of the war on October 16 for 
discrediting the Russian military, the latest in a series of government efforts to gain further control over 
the Russian information space. The milblogger claimed on October 17 that he writes candidly about the situation on 
the front to better inform Russian military leadership about the issues on the front that local commanders are unwilling to 
report.[26] The milblogger claimed that MVD is targeting Russian milbloggers who helped publicize the mistreatment of 
elements of the Russian 205th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (49th Combined Arms Army, Southern Military District) 
in the Kherson direction in late August 2023, which ultimately resulted in the removal of the brigade’s commander.[27] The 
milblogger articulated a list of 14 other channels that “speak the truth and are not afraid,” some of which ISW has observed 
be critical of the Russian military.[28] The milblogger likely shared this list of channels to coalesce support for targeted 
milbloggers, and the list does not indicate that these channels are part of an organized group. 
 
Russia continues to set various legislative conditions to prepare the information space for the March 2024 
presidential elections. The Russian State Duma adopted a bill in its first reading on October 17 that clarifies provisions 
on the Russian law on presidential elections and stipulates that campaign materials cannot be shown on sites restricted by 
the Russian Federal Service for Supervision of Communications, Information Technology and Mass Media 
(Roskomnadzor).[29] The bill will also ban people from taking photographs and videos at polling stations, require registered 
candidates to submit information to their electoral commission if they have a criminal record, and establish a cost limit for 
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the production of campaign materials.[30] Several of these provisions already exist in laws governing basic electoral rights, 
but these provisions will clarify the specific law on presidential elections in advance of the March 2024 election cycle. 
 
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Ukraine used US-provided ATACMS long-range missiles to strike Russian targets in occupied 
Ukraine for the first time on October 17. 

• The Ukrainian ATACMS strikes on operationally significant Russian airfields in Ukraine will 
likely prompt the Russian command to disperse aviation assets and withdraw some aircraft to 
airfields further from the frontline. 

• The Russian military has consistently shown it can adapt to new Ukrainian strike capabilities 
— but only after suffering initial and pronounced losses from Ukrainian capabilities Russian 
commanders realistically should have prepared for. 

• The arrival of ATACMS long-range missiles also presents a significant threat to Russian 
ammunition depots in rear areas and will likely force the Russian command to choose 
between fortifying existing depots or further dispersing depots throughout occupied Ukraine. 

• The Russian information space expressed widespread fear over the use of ATACMS, and 
Russian concerns over the possibility of future strikes will likely impact Russian decision-
making beyond the current Ukrainian ability to sustain regular ATACMS strikes. 

• Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations and advanced near Bakhmut and in 
western Zaporizhia Oblast. 

• The Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) reportedly issued an informal warning to a 
prominent Russian milblogger who is often critical of the Ministry of Defense’s conduct of the 
war on October 16 for discrediting the Russian military. 

• Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line, 
near Bakhmut, near Avdiivka, southwest of Donetsk City, in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast 
border area, and in western Zaporizhia Oblast, and advanced in certain areas of the front. 

• Russia continues to take steps to codify the inclusion of volunteer formations within 
Rosgvardia. 

• The Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) continues efforts to consolidate control of orthodox 
diocese in occupied areas of Ukraine. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin held bilateral negotiations with Hungarian President Viktor 
Orban and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh in Beijing on October 17. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western 
media and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We will 
continue to evaluate and report on the effects of these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and 
the Ukrainian population and specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn 
these Russian violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even though 
we do not describe them in these reports. 
 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into 
eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 
 

Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the remainder of 
Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 17 and made 
confirmed advances in the Kupyansk direction. Geolocated footage posted on October 17 shows that Russian forces advanced 
about 1.5km west of Yahidne towards Ivanivka, about 20km southeast of Kupyansk.[31] The Ukrainian General Staff 
reported that Russian forces unsuccessfully attacked in the Kupyansk direction near Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk), 
Ivanivka (20km southeast of Kupyansk), and Kyslivka (23km southeast of Kupyansk) and in the Svatove direction near 
Stelmakhivka (15km northwest of Svatove) and Nadiya (15km southwest of Svatove).[32] Ukrainian Eastern Group of Forces 
Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash reported that Russian forces are concentrating near Synkivka, Ivanivka, Stelmakhivka, 
and Nadiya in an effort to consolidate advantageous positions before the onset of more challenging weather 
conditions.[33] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces continued offensive operations towards Kupyansk and 
improved their tactical positions northeast of Kupyansk and west of Svatove.[34] One milblogger claimed that Russian 
forces are advancing through fortified areas west of Ploshchanka (20km southwest of Svatove) and that Russian forces 
continue to strike Ukrainian crossings across the Oskil River that runs west of Svatove.[35] 

The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted limited and unsuccessful counterattacks 
along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 17.[36] Several Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces are 
unsuccessfully trying to dislodge Russian troops from their positions around Kupyansk and near Svatove.[37] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the entirety of Donetsk 
Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Ukrainian forces continued offensive actions near Bakhmut on October 17 and made confirmed advances. Geolocated 
footage posted on October 16 indicates that Ukrainian forces advanced northwest of Zaliznyanske (9km northwest of 
Bakhmut).[38] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that elements of the Russian Southern Grouping of Forces 
repelled nine Ukrainian attacks in the Donetsk direction.[39] A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed that Russian 
forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Klishchiivka (7km southwest of Bakhmut).[40] Russian milbloggers claimed on 
October 16 that fighting continued near Orikhovo-Vasylivka (10km northwest of Bakhmut) and along the Klishchiivka-
Andriivka-Kurdyumivka line (7–13km southwest of Bakhmut).[41] Ukrainian military observer Kostyantyn Mashovets 
claimed that Ukrainian forces broke through Russian defenses north of Klishchiivka manned by elements of the 1428th 
Motorized Rifle Regiment and 102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th Combined Arms Army 
[CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]).[42] 

Russian forces continued attacks near Bakhmut on October 17 but did not make any confirmed advances. The Ukrainian 
General Staff reported Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near Klishchiivka and Andriivka (10km southwest of 
Bakhmut).[43] Ukrainian Eastern Grouping of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash stated that Russian forces are 
counterattacking near Kurdyumivka (13km southwest of Bakhmut) and transferring reserves to the area.[44] Mashovets 
stated that elements of the Russian 1428th Motorized Rifle Regiment retreated from the railway line near Klishchiivka on 
October 15, while elements of the Luhansk People’s Republic (LNR) 4th Motorized Rifle Brigade retreated from the railway 
line towards Odradivka (7km south of Bakhmut).[45] Mashovets warned that elements of the Russian 57th Motorized Rifle 
Brigade (5th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]), 51st Airborne (VDV) Regiment (106th VDV Division), and 68th Tank 
Regiment (150th Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, SMD) may counterattack near Andriivka in the future. 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations near Avdiivka on October 17 but did not make any confirmed advances. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near Avdiivka and south of Tonenke 
(5km west of Avdiivka).[46] Ukrainian military officials noted that the intensity of Russian attacks near Avdiivka has 
decreased.[47] Ukrainian Ministry of Internal Affairs Freedom Legion serviceman Major Maksym Morozov stated that 
Russian forces have not established footholds in the few positions they captured near Avdiivka and are withdrawing from 
these positions.[48] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are gaining a foothold in unspecified 
captured positions in the Avdiivka direction, however.[49] Another Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 
achieved unspecified tactical successes in the southern part of the Avdiivka direction.[50] The milblogger claimed that there 
are unconfirmed reports that Russian forces are advancing near Stepove (7km northwest of Avdiivka) and are attempting 
to advance near Vodyane (7km southwest of Avdiivka) and Opytne (3km southwest of Klishchiivka). Another Russian 
milblogger claimed that Russian forces are attempting to advance near Spartak (4km south of Avdiivka) but noted that 
Russian forces have not advanced east of Avdiivka.[51] Another prominent Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces 
also attacked on Avdiivka’s southern approaches, in the direction of Sieverne (5km west of Avdiivka), and near Pervomaiske 
(11km southwest of Avdiivka).[52] A Russian milblogger claiming to be serving in the Avdiivka direction claimed on October 
16 that Russian forces are “stuck” in their positions near Avdiivka and are struggling to advance further due to the Ukrainian 
defenses.[53] A Russian news aggregator claimed that Russian forces attacked near Sieverne and advanced south of 
Avdiivka and near Stepove (7km northwest of Avdiivka) on October 16.[54] Mashovets noted that the Russian military may 
transfer additional DNR units, including the 1st and 9th Brigades, the 10th Tank Battalion, 13th “Somalia” Separate Assault 
Battalion, and 80th ”Sparta” Separate Reconnaissance Battalion, as well as the 242nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (20th 
Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, SMD) near Opytne or the Vodyane-Tonenke road. 

Russian forces conducted attacks southwest of Donetsk City on October 17 but did not make any confirmed advances. The 
Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near Marinka (on the southwestern 
outskirts of Donetsk City) and Novomykhailivka (10km south of Marinka).[55] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed 
that Russian forces conducted attacks in Marinka and near Stepne (14km south of Donetsk City).[56] The Ukrainian Tavriisk 
Group of Forces Press Service stated that Russian forces have increased their attacks in the Marinka direction.[57] 

Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City on October 17. 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline positions and secure 
rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful limited ground attacks along the administrative 
border between Donetsk and Zaporizhia oblasts on October 17. Russian sources claimed that Russian forces repelled three 
Ukrainian assaults near Staromayorske (9km south of Velyka Novosilka) and a Ukrainian sabotage and reconnaissance 
group northeast of Pryyutne (15km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[58] A Russian news aggregator claimed that Ukrainian 
forces conducted an assault near Pryyutne on October 16 but did not specify an outcome.[59] 

Russian forces conducted limited ground attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 17 but did not 
make any confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled five Russian assaults south 
of Zolota Nyva (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka) and Prechystivka (17km southeast of Velyka Novosilka).[60] A Russian 
milblogger claimed on October 16 that Russian forces attempted to improve their tactical positions near Pryyutne and 
Novomayorske (18km southeast of Velyka Novosilka).[61] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 17 and reportedly 
advanced. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in the Melitopol 
(western Zaporizhia Oblast) direction and achieved partial success west of Verbove (10km east of Robotyne).[62] A Russian 
milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces with armored vehicle support advanced to an unspecified position northwest of 
Verbove.[63] A Russian news aggregator claimed on October 16 that Ukrainian forces advanced near Verbove but failed to 
establish a foothold in the area.[64] Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD), claimed on October 
17 that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian assaults near Robotyne, Kopani (5km northwest of Robotyne), Novoprokopivka 
(2km south of Robotyne), and Verbove.[65] 

Russian forces continued counterattacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 17 but did not make any confirmed gains. 
The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks southwest of Novodanylivka (6km 
north of Robotyne), near Robotyne, and west of Verbove.[66] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces successfully 
counterattacked between Robotyne and Kopani after repelling a Ukrainian assault in the area.[67] Another Russian 
milblogger claimed that Russian forces counterattacked from Novoprokopivka towards Robotyne but did not specify an 
outcome.[68] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces repelled Ukrainian landing attempts on the left bank of Kherson Oblast on 
October 16 and 17. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian landing attempt near Kozachi 
Laheri (24km east of Kherson City) and Pidstepne (17km east of Kherson City) on October 16 and 17.[69] A Russian 
milblogger claimed on October 17 that Russian forces also repelled several Ukrainian infantry groups of up to 20 personnel 
each that attempted to advance from marsh areas north of Oleshky (7km southeast of Kherson City) towards Oleshky and 
Pishchanivka (16km southeast of Kherson City).[70] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 17%2C2023.png
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Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces continued to target rear areas in southern Ukraine and occupied Crimea on 
October 17. Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces struck Skadovsk (60km south of Kherson City) with three 
HIMARS rockets.[71] Kherson Oblast occupation administration head Vladimir Saldo claimed that Ukrainian forces struck 
Skadovsk with newly acquired long-range missiles, a likely reference to ATACMS, though ISW has not observed any other 
reporting that this strike was conducted with ATACMS.[72] Crimean occupation head Sergey Aksyonov claimed that 
Russian air defenses and electronic warfare (EW) complexes downed eight Ukrainian drones targeting Crimea.[73] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat power without 
conducting general mobilization) 

Russia continues to take steps to codify the inclusion of volunteer formations within Rosgvardia. The Russian State Duma 
adopted the first reading of a bill on October 17 that will allow volunteer formations within Rosgvardia’s 
composition.[74] ISW previously reported that Russian Chairperson of the State Duma Committee on Information Policy 
Alexander Khinshtein initially proposed this bill on September 21 over the backdrop of increasing reports that Wagner 
Group personnel are operating alongside Rosgvardia.[75] Rosgvardia has recently undergone several substantial reforms to 
its composition and recruitment practices following the Wagner Group’s June 24 armed rebellion, and the codification of 
volunteer formations under the auspices of Rosgvardia is likely an effort to absorb and maintain control over some disparate 
Wagner Group elements while still expanding Rosgvardia’s recruitment pool and bolster Russia’s domestic security 
apparatus.[76] 

Russian “Vostok” Battalion Commander Alexander Khodakovsky complained about the disparity in the treatment of 
Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) soldiers and Russian soldiers serving in regular formations.[77] Khodakovsky claimed on 
October 17 that proxy forces who are not directly part of the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD)’s system, namely units 
operating as part of the DNR’s Ministry of Internal Affairs, do not receive state awards for military service or requisite 
medical care even though they have been fighting in Donbas for longer than regular Russian forces.[78] Khodakovsky 
related the story of two DNR soldiers who were meant to receive prosthetics from a hospital affiliated with the Russian MoD 
but who were then discharged before getting their prosthetics.[79] ISW has previously reported on prevalent tensions 
between DNR and regular Russian formations which are likely complicating the Russian military command’s efforts to 
integrate DNR and other irregular forces into the regular Russian military.[80] 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative control of annexed 
areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian sociocultural, economic, military, and 
governance systems) 

The Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) continues efforts to consolidate control of orthodox diocese in occupied areas of 
Ukraine. The ROC reported on October 11 that ROC leadership attended a meeting to hear about developments from the 
ROC’s Educational Committee and on the establishment of the Inter-diocene Center for Training of Church Specialists at 
the Luhansk Diocese.[81] The Ukrainian Resistance Center responded to the ROC’s report on October 17 and noted that the 
shortage of pro-ROC clerics in occupied Luhansk Oblast has forced the ROC to create an “interparochial training center” in 
the Luhansk and Alchevsk dioceses under Metropolitan Panteleimon (Vasyl Povoroznyuk).[82] Luhansk Oblast occupation 
head Leonid Pasechnik previously formalized the integration of several Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) dioceses, 
including the Luhansk and Alchevsk dioceses, into the ROC on July 15, and the ROC appears to be escalating efforts to 
control these dioceses and train additional clerics using ROC methods and spiritual doctrine. ISW has previously reported 
on various manipulations by the ROC in occupied areas of Ukraine as part of a wider Russian campaign of religious 
prosecution in occupied territories.[83] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Russian President Vladimir Putin held bilateral negotiations with Hungarian President Viktor Orban and Mongolian 
President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh in Beijing on October 17. Orban stated that Hungary is committed to saving everything it 
can in its bilateral relationship with Russia.[84] Putin and Khurelsukh discussed the Power of Siberia-2 gas pipeline, which 
will transport Russian gas from western Siberia to China through Mongolian territory.[85] Putin is scheduled to meet with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping on October 17. 

The Russian State Duma adopted a bill withdrawing Russia’s ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 
its first reading on October 17.[86] The Russian Foreign Ministry reiterated that Russia does not intend to conduct a nuclear 
test, following previous statements that it will not resume testing unless the US does so first.[87] 

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu highlighted the importance of Russian artillery system and ammunition production 
on October 17 during a meeting at the Russian National Defense Management Center and a visit to a new Almaz-Antey 
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missile plant in Moscow Oblast.[88] Shoigu stated that the Almaz-Antey missile plant will also produce air defense systems 
for the Russian military. Shoigu noted the importance of Russian defense industrial base (DIB) enterprises in “quickly  
replenishing” Russian artillery systems and ammunition stocks. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in Belarus and further 
integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner Group activity in Belarus) 

The Belarusian Ministry of Defense (MoD) stated that units of the 120th Separate Guards Mechanized Brigade, the 6th 
Separate Guards Mechanized Brigade, and the 19th Separate Guards Mechanized Brigade conducted combat readiness 
checks and combined arms exercises.[89] 

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in Belarus as part of 
ongoing Kremlin efforts to increase their control over Belarus and other Russian actions in Belarus. 
 
Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly available 
information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western reporting and social media as 
well as commercially available satellite imagery and other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. 
References to all sources used are provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, October 16, 2023 
 

Karolina Hird, Angelica Evans, Grace Mappes, Christina Harward, and Mason Clark 
 

October 16, 2023, 6pm ET 
  

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 
 
Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that 
ISW produces daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse 
map archive monthly. 
 
Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:30pm ET on October 16. ISW will cover 
subsequent reports in the October 17 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment. 
  
Russia likely deployed elements of at least two Central Military District (CMD) brigades 
to reinforce offensive operations by Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) forces on the 
Avdiivka front. A Ukrainian military observer reported on October 16 that three Russian brigades 
— the DNR’s 114th Motorized Rifle Brigade (MRB) and the CMD’s 15th and 21st MRBs (both of the 
2nd Combined Arms Army [2nd CAA]) — have been involved in recent attacks on Avdiivka alongside 
various scattered DNR elements, while Russian forces are holding the CMD’s 30th MRB in tactical 
reserve.[1]Elements of the CMD, particularly of the 2nd CAA, have been active along the Svatove-
Kreminna line until recently, and the newly formed 25th CAA likely relieved them along the Svatove-
Kreminna line.[2] 2nd CAA elements have primarily conducted defensive operations along the 
Svatove-Kreminna line for the last several months and have therefore likely had more time to rest and 
reconstitute before deploying to a more challenging sector of the frontline, which accounts in part for 
recent Russian advances in the previously stagnant Avdiivka sector of the front. 
 
Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Avdiivka direction on October 16 
and recently made some gains, albeit at a relatively slower pace than in the initial 
attacks. Geolocated footage posted on October 16 shows that Russian forces have marginally 
advanced past the E50 road about 3km south of Avdiivka.[3] The Ukrainian General Staff reported 
that Ukrainian forces repelled a total of 22 Russian attacks in the Avdiivka direction in the past day, 
notably fewer than the 30 reported attacks on October 15.[4] Russian sources noted that Russian 
forces have increased the intensity of air and artillery strikes on the settlement in order to compensate 
for slow ground maneuvers, which are complicated by heavy Ukrainian fortifications surrounding 
Avdiivka.[5] During a meeting on the operational situation in Ukraine on October 16, Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu claimed that Russian forces have improved their tactical positions in 
unspecified areas and that the Russian “active defense” along the front, including near Avdiivka, is 
prohibiting Ukrainian advances.[6] 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast on October 16. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 
conducted offensive operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast) and Bakhmut 
directions.[7] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted assaults near Avdiivka and on 
Verbove’s western and northwestern outskirts (10km east of Robotyne or 18km southwest of 
Orikhiv).[8] Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces are within 200 to 300 meters of Russian 
positions west of Verbove.[9] 
  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023 .png
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Kremlin-appointed Children’s Rights Commissioner Maria Lvova-Belova reiterated 
statements admitting that Russia deported millions of Ukrainians — including 700,000 
children — to Russia since the start of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, as a 
Qatari-mediated deal returned four children from Russia to Ukraine. Lvova-Belova 
claimed in a report published on October 15 that Russia has “accepted” about 4.8 million Ukrainians, 
including 700,000 children, since February 2022 and that Russian authorities have placed 380 
Ukrainian orphans into foster care in Russia between April and October 2022.[10] Lvova-Belova also 
attempted to discredit information about Russia’s deportation of Ukrainian children and claimed 
instead that Ukrainian authorities act “against the interests of children.”[11] The Washington 
Post reported on October 16 that four children ranging from two to seventeen years old have returned 
or will return to Ukraine from Russia after Ukraine asked Qatar to mediate negotiations on the 
matter.[12] An official source told The Washington Post that more Ukrainian children may be 
returned in the future as part of the Qatari-mediated negotiations but that the process has been 
complicated by Russia providing a list of only hundreds of Ukrainian children currently in Russia 
while Ukraine has identified thousands of deported children. International humanitarian law defines 
the forced transfer of civilians to the territory of an occupying power as “deportation,” and ISW 
continues to assess that Russian authorities are conducting a large-scale campaign to deport 
Ukrainians to Russia.[13] 

Some Russian milbloggers continue to complain about the alleged restriction of 
information about Russian military failures. A Russian milblogger criticized an unspecified 
associate of Russian Lieutenant General Andrey Sychevoy, who was reportedly recently dismissed 
from a command position for military failures near Bakhmut, for causing Russian forces (presumably 
near Bakhmut) to suffer 1,500 casualties in September 2023.[14] The milblogger also criticized the 
broader Russian military command for communication failures and forcing injured personnel back 
into combat.[15] The milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces have crossed the railway line south of 
Bakhmut in some places and complained that only one major milblogger has discussed this issue, 
underlining the fact that many milbloggers restrict their presentation of negative information about 
Russian capabilities.[16] Another milblogger, who previously claimed to censor all but 10-20 percent 
of the “sad” information they receive, claimed that the first milblogger’s complaints provide a glimpse 
into the 80-90 percent of unreported information, yet criticized other Russian milbloggers for 
consistently claiming that the Ukrainian counteroffensive has failed.[17] 

Russian forces conducted a drone and missile strike against Ukrainian rear areas on 
the night of October 15-16. Ukrainian military sources reported that Russian forces launched five 
Kh-59 cruise missiles, one Iskander ballistic missile in eastern and southern Ukraine, and 12 Shahed-
131/136 drones in western Ukraine.[18] Ukrainian air defense reportedly destroyed two of the Kh-59s 
and 11 Shahed drones.[19] Ukrainian officials reported explosions near Myrhorod, Poltava Oblast, and 
in Kirovohrad Oblast.[20] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed that one strike destroyed a 
Ukrainian communication center at the Myrhorod airfield in Poltava Oblast.[21] 
  
A new Russian procedure restricting the border checkpoints that Ukrainians can use to 
enter Russia from third countries came into force on October 16, effectively only 
allowing Ukrainians to enter Russia from third countries through the Sheremetyevo 
airport in Moscow. The new procedure only allows Ukrainians aged 14 and older to enter Russia 
from third countries through the Ludonka automobile checkpoint from Latvia and Sheremetyevo 
airport in Moscow.[22] Latvia announced on October 12 that it would close its side of the Ludonka 
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checkpoint beginning on October 16.[23] ISW previously assessed that Russia implemented this new 
border crossing procedure likely in response to continued concern over the security of Russian border 
regions.[24] The new procedure does not apply to Ukrainians entering Russia from occupied 
Ukrainian territories or Ukrainians under the age of 14 traveling with a legal guardian.[25] 
  
A group of Russian lawyers appears to be challenging the Kremlin’s precariously 
crafted veneer of legality surrounding the Russian judicial system, calling for a strike 
three days after Russian authorities arrested four lawyers on extremism charges. A 
group of Russian lawyers published a petition encouraging members of the Russian Federal and 
Regional Chambers of Lawyers and other public lawyer associations to strike from all types of legal 
proceedings from October 25 to 28 in response to commonplace intimidation of lawyers in the 
Russian judicial system.[26] The petition states that Russian authorities often ignore violations of the 
professional rights of lawyers and threaten violence against them on “trumped-up administrative and 
criminal charges.”[27] The petition also argues that Russian judges increasingly abuse their powers 
and accuse Russian law enforcement officers of perpetrating crimes against lawyers. The petition 
states that “sophisticated methods of prosecuting lawyers for their professional activities on far-
fetched administrative and criminal charges” have become established practices by Russian law 
enforcement agencies and courts. This petition comes three days after Russian authorities arrested 
four lawyers, including three of imprisoned Russian opposition figure Alexei Navalny’s lawyers, on 
extremism charges on October 13.[28] The Russian lawyers calling for a strike appear unwilling to 
further tolerate the Kremlin’s weaponization of the Russian judicial system, challenging the Kremlin’s 
veneer of legality and legitimacy in Russian institutions that are intended to provide cover for Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s authoritarian and corrupt rule.[29] 
  
Key Takeaways: 
 

• Russia likely deployed elements of at least two Central Military District (CMD) 
brigades to reinforce offensive operations by Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 
forces on the Avdiivka front. 

• Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations near Bakhmut and in western 
Zaporizhia Oblast on October 16. 

• A new Russian procedure restricting the border checkpoints that Ukrainians 
can use to enter Russia from third countries came into force on October 16, 
effectively only allowing Ukrainians to enter Russia from third countries 
through the Sheremetyevo airport in Moscow. 

• A group of Russian lawyers appear to be challenging the Kremlin’s 
precariously crafted veneer of legality surrounding the Russian judicial 
system, calling for a strike three days after Russian authorities arrested four 
lawyers on extremism charges. 

• Russian forces conducted offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-
Kreminna line, in the Bakhmut direction, near Avdiivka, southwest of Donetsk 
City, in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area, and in western Zaporizhia 
Oblast and advanced in some areas. 

• The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) reported further details on ongoing 
North Korean weapons shipments to Russia on October 16. 
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• Senior Russian officials reiterated boilerplate narratives about the Ukrainian 
counteroffensive and the Israel-Hamas war during a Russian Security Council 
meeting on October 16 likely to deter Western support for Ukraine. 

 

 
  
We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-
covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 
assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCOTOctober 16%2C2023.png
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these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 
specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn these Russian 
violations of the laws of armed conflict, Geneva Conventions, and humanity even 
though we do not describe them in these reports. 
 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of two subordinate main efforts) 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 
• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 
• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 
• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 
• Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

 
Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 
 
Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 
northern Donetsk Oblast) 
 
Russian forces continued offensive operations on the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 16 
but did not make confirmed advances. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces captured 
new positions near Krokhmalne (25km southeast of Kupyansk) and Stepova Novosilka (17km 
southeast of Kupyansk) but noted that Russian forces have not achieved significant advances in the 
Kupyansk direction.[30] Other Russian milbloggers reported continued Russian offensive operations 
near Synkivka (8km northeast of Kupyansk), Lyman Pershyi (12km northeast of Kupyansk), Makiivka 
(22km northwest of Kreminna), and in the Serebryanske forest area (11km south of 
Kreminna).[31] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks 
near Synkivka, Ivanivka (19km southeast of Kupyansk), Stelmakhivka (12km northwest of Svatove), 
and Nadiya (20km west of Svatove).[32] Ukrainian military analyst Petro Chermyk stated that 
Russian forces are concentrating 100,000 personnel in the Kupyansk-Lyman direction to distract 
Ukrainian forces from ongoing offensive operations near Bakhmut.[33] Chernyk stated that Russian 
forces may achieve partial success in the Kupyansk-Lyman direction but will need to commit 
significant forces to capture territory. 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted offensive operations on the Kupyansk-
Svatove-Kreminna line on October 16 but did not advance. The Russian MoD claimed that Russian 
forces repelled Ukrainian attacks near Synkivka, Ivanivka, Novoyehorivka (16km southwest of 
Svatove), Makiivka, Dibrova (7km southwest of Kreminna), and the Serebryanske forest 
area.[34] Russian milbloggers claimed that Ukrainian forces periodically conduct unsuccessful attacks 
in the Kupyansk area.[35] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 
entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces continued limited counterattacks in the Bakhmut direction on October 16 but did not 
make any confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled 
Russian attacks southwest of Bakhmut near Klishchiivka (6km southwest) and Andriivka (8km 
southwest).[36] Ukrainian Eastern Grouping of Forces Spokesperson Captain Ilya Yevlash noted that 
there were seven meeting engagements in this direction over the past day.[37] A Russian milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces attempted to regain lost positions near Klishchiivka and Andriivka but 
were unsuccessful.[38] 

Ukrainian forces continued counteroffensive operations in the Bakhmut direction on October 16 but 
did not make any confirmed gains. The Ukrainian General Staff noted that Ukrainian forces 
continued offensive actions near Bakhmut but did not specify the outcome of the Ukrainian 
attacks.[39] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations near Avdiivka on October 16 and made confirmed 
advances on the northern outskirts of Donetsk City. Geolocated footage posted on October 16 shows 
that Russian forces have marginally advanced past the E50 road about 3km south of 
Avdiivka.[40] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces continue attacking the fortified area 
around Avdiivka while shelling Ukrainian logistics routes into the settlement.[41] One milblogger 
claimed that Russian forces continue ground attacks in several directions in an attempt to encircle 
Avdiivka from Sieverne (southwest), the Opytne-Spartak area (south), and Krasnohorivka 
(north).[42] The milblogger additionally claimed that Russian forces marginally advanced near 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Bakhmut Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023.png
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Stepove (7km northwest of Avdiivka) but failed to advance toward Keramik (10km northwest of 
Avdiivka).[43] Russian sources additionally presented conflicting claims about the status of the waste 
heap area northwest of Avdiivka, with some claiming that Russian forces do not control the area at all, 
others claiming that battles are ongoing near the waste heap and that Russian forces are advancing 
into the contested ”grey zone,” and some sources claiming that Russian forces completely control the 
waste heap.[44] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian attacks 
near Avdiivka, Keramik, Stepove, Tonenke (5km west of Avdiivka), Sieverne (5km west of Avdiivka), 
and Pervomaiske (10km southwest of Avdiivka).[45] A Ukrainian reserve officer noted that Russian 
forces are increasingly resorting to heavy air and artillery strikes on infrastructure within Avdiivka 
due to heavy Ukrainian fortifications around the settlement that are making it difficult for Russian 
troops to advance.[46] 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful counterattacks near Avdiivka 
on October 16.[47] One milblogger reported that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attempted to launch 
attacks from positions in the Avdiivka Coke Plant in northwestern Avdiivka.[48] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City on October 16 and have 
recently advanced. Geolocated footage posted on October 13 indicates that Russian forces control 
Stepne, a settlement about 23km southwest of Donetsk City.[49] Additional geolocated footage posted 
on October 16 shows that Russian forces have advanced up to a tree line south of Novomykhailivka, 
20km southwest of Donetsk City.[50] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces 
repelled numerous Russian attacks near Marinka (on the southwestern outskirts of Donetsk 
City).[51] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are conducting ”powerful” attacks on 
Ukrainian positions in Marinka.[52] 
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Ukrainian forces did not conduct any claimed or confirmed ground attacks southwest of Donetsk City 
on October 16. 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Avdiivka and Donetsk City Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023 .png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 
positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023.png


13  Institute for the Study of War and AEI’s Critical Threats Project 2023 
 

Russian sources claimed that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks in the Doentsk-
Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 16. Russian Eastern Grouping of Forces Spokesperson Oleg 
Chekhov claimed on October 16 that Ukrainian forces conducted unsuccessful attacks near 
Staromayorske (9km south of Velyka Novosilka).[53] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed that 
Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked near Pryyutne (16km southwest of Velyka 
Novosilka).[54] The Russian “Vostok” Battalion, reportedly fighting near Novodonetske (12km 
southeast of Velyka Novosilka), claimed that their section of the front was quiet on the night of 
October 15 to 16.[55] A Russian news aggregator claimed that Russian forces repelled a Ukrainian 
attack near Staromayorske on October 15.[56] A prominent Russian milblogger claimed on October 15 
that positional battles occurred near Pryyutne over the past week.[57] 

Russian forces continued attacks in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast border area on October 16 and 
reportedly advanced. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian forces repelled Russian 
attacks north of Pryuutne, south of Zolota Nyva (12km southeast of Velyka Novosilka), and south of 
Prechystivka (18km southwest of Velyka Novosilka).[58] A Russian source claimed that Russian 
forces advanced near Zolota Nyva.[59] 
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Ukrainian forces continued offensive operations in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 16 but did 
not make any claimed or confirmed advances. The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Ukrainian 
forces continued offensive operations in the Melitopol (western Zaporizhia Oblast) 
direction.[60] Russian sources, including the Russian MoD, claimed that Ukrainian forces launched 
an unsuccessful mechanized assault on Verbove‘s western and northwestern outskirts (10km east of 
Robotyne or 18km southwest of Orikhiv).[61] One Russian milblogger claimed that the intensity of 
the Ukrainian assault on Verbove subsided due to bad weather.[62] Russian milbloggers claimed that 
Ukrainian forces are within 200 to 300 meters of Russian positions west of Verbove.[63] A prominent 
Russian milblogger claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked in the direction of Kopani 
(5km northwest of Robotyne or 11km southwest of Orikhiv).[64] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka Salient Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023.png
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Russian forces continued counterattacks in western Zaporizhia Oblast on October 16 and marginally 
advanced. Geolocated footage published on October 15 indicates that Russian forces marginally 
advanced northwest of Verbove.[65] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces 
unsuccessfully attacked southwest of Novodanylivka (4km south of Orikhiv), west of Robtyne, and 
west of Verbove.[66] Russian sources claimed that Russian forces counterattacked along the Kopani-
Robotyne-Novoprokopivka-Verbove line (5km northwest to 10km east of Robotyne).[67] A Russian 
milblogger claimed that Russian forces are advancing along the Robotyne-Verbove line.[68] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Pyatykhatky and Robotyne Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023.png
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Russian sources continued to express concern on October 16 over the perceived future threat of 
Ukrainian amphibious landing in occupied Crimea.[69] A Kremlin-affiliated milblogger claimed that 
Russian forces destroyed a barge near the Kinburn Spit in Mykolaiv Oblast, which they claimed 
Ukrainian forces were planning to use as a “jumping platform” for a future attempt to conduct an 
amphibious operation in the Black Sea.[70] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023.png
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Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 
power without conducting general mobilization) 
  

The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) reported further details on ongoing North Korean 
weapons shipments to Russia on October 16. RUSI reported on October 16 that satellite imagery from 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 16%2C2023.png
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August through October 2023 indicates that two Russian vessels repeatedly transported hundreds of 
shipping containers likely containing North Korean armaments between Rajin, North Korea, and 
Dunai, Russia from mid-August to early October.[71] RUSI reported that Russian authorities rapidly 
expanded a munitions storage facility 200 kilometers from the Ukrainian border in Tikhoretsk, 
Krasnodar Krai in early August and that this facility received cargo containers of the same size and 
color as those transported from Rajin to Dunai.[72] 

US National Security Council Spokesperson John Kirby previously stated on October 13 that North 
Korea provided Russia with as many as 1,000 containers of “equipment and munitions” in “recent 
weeks” from North Korea to Tikhoretsk, Krasnodar Krai via sea and rail.[73] The Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS) previously reported on October 8 that satellite imagery indicates 
that rail traffic between North Korea and Russia also “dramatically” increased since mid-September 
2023 and that these containers likely transported ammunition and artillery for the war in 
Ukraine.[74] 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 
control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 
sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

The Russian federal government continues efforts to integrate occupied Ukrainian territories into 
Russia. Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin stated on October 16 that small and medium-sized 
businesses in occupied Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhia, and Kherson oblasts will be able to participate 
in Russian federal grant programs for education, medicine, social services, culture, sports, and hotel 
businesses.[75] 

Russian Information Operations and Narratives 

Senior Russian officials reiterated boilerplate narratives about the Ukrainian counteroffensive and the 
Israel-Hamas war during a Russian Security Council meeting on October 16, likely to deter Western 
support for Ukraine.[76] Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu reiterated his claim from October 15 
that Russian forces are conducting an “active defense” and claimed that Russian forces have improved 
their tactical positions in some places. Shoigu also reiterated standard Russian claims about the 
Ukrainian counteroffensive having failed. Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov reiterated 
claims about Western policies bearing responsibility for the Israel-Hamas war. 
 
Putin reiterated standing attempts to portray Russia as a capable, long-term partner to China during 
an interview with the Chinese Media Corporation on October 16.[77] Putin claimed that current 
Russian-Chinese relations have developed over the past two decades and are based on goodwill and 
national interests. Putin also expressed support for China’s One Belt, One Road initiative. Putin also 
reiterated longstanding Kremlin narratives falsely claiming that the West caused the war in Ukraine 
and that Russia remains open to meaningful negotiations. 
 
Russian officials continue efforts to downplay the effects of the Russian war in Ukraine on domestic 
society and avoid fully shifting domestic society to a wartime footing. Russian Finance Minister Anton 
Siluanov claimed that the fulfillment of social obligations is one of the highest priority areas in the 
Russian federal budget, 30.5 percent of which is allocated to social issues.[78] Siluanov stated that 
defense capability is another priority area of the Russian federal budget but that the federal budget is 
not a military budget. 
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Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 
Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 
Group activity in Belarus) 

The Belarusian Ministry of Defense (MoD) announced on October 16 that the next group of 
Belarusian maneuver elements had begun a combat readiness check.[79] The readiness check 
includes moving military personnel and equipment along roads in Minsk, Grodno, Brest, and Vitebsk 
oblasts for combat training. The Belarusian MoD stated that Belarusian forces inspected the 
equipment of tank elements of the 6th and 120th Separate Mechanized Brigades.[80] 

ISW will continue to report daily observed Russian and Belarusian military activity in 
Belarus as part of ongoing Kremlin efforts to increase their control over Belarus and 
other Russian actions in Belarus. 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 
available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 
reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and 
other geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are 
provided in the endnotes of each update. 
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