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Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly.  

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 12:45pm ET on October 25. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the October 26 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

  

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warned that Russia will imminently deploy 

North Korean forces to unspecified combat zones on October 27 and 28, as Russian and 

North Korean officials continued to issue vague yet suggestive statements regarding the 

possible presence of North Korean troops in Russia.[1] Zelensky stressed that Russia's 

involvement of North Korean forces in combat is an escalatory step and urged the international 

community to apply pressure on Moscow and Pyongyang. Dutch Defense Minister Ruben Brekelmans 

confirmed on October 25 that Dutch intelligence assesses that Russia is deploying at least 1,500 North 

Korean forces likely to Kursk Oblast.[2] Ukraine’s Main Military Intelligence Directorate (GUR) 
published an intercepted audio recording on October 25 in which elements of the Russian 810th Naval 

Infantry Brigade (Black Sea Fleet, Southern Military District [SMD]) operating in Kursk Oblast 

reportedly expressed concerns about the ability of North Korean troops to adjust to Russian command 

culture and language upon their deployment to the region.[3] A spokesperson of a Ukrainian air assault 

brigade operating in the Kursk direction stated that Ukrainian forces have not yet observed North 

Korean troops in Kursk Oblast and emphasized that North Korean forces do not have experience 

fighting in large-scale, technologically-driven wars.[4] Head of Ukraine’s Center for Military Legal 
Research Oleksandr Mysyenko stated on October 25 that Russia’s efforts to directly involve North 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/83a2f24901c941d581c0c523ecd2619b
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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Korean forces in the war are ultimately indicative of Russia's inability to recruit sufficient personnel 

amid systematic yet likely unsuccessful attempts to recruit volunteers domestically.[5] 

North Korean Vice Foreign Minister Kim Jong Gyu failed to deny reports of North Korean troop 

deployments to Russia but claimed that such deployments would be in line with principles of 

international law.[6] Russian President Vladimir Putin once again failed to deny the presence of the 

North Korean troops in Russia during an interview with Russian state TV channel Rossiya 1 on October 

25 following the conclusion of the BRICS summit in Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan and stated that it is 

Russia’s sovereign decision to activate the Treaty on Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between 
Russia and North Korea signed on June 18, 2024.[7] Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 

similarly claimed that the provision of military assistance under the treaty is a signal of deterrence and 

that military assistance will be activated only in the event of “aggression” against any of the parties to 

the treaty.[8] The participation of North Korean troops in combat operations in Kursk Oblast or 

frontline areas in Ukraine would make North Korea an active combatant and belligerent in Russia's war 

in Ukraine. The Kremlin may be setting information operations to accuse Ukraine of being the aggressor 

in Russia's invasion of Ukraine to justify its use of North Korean forces as combatants in its war. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin signaled that Western “Ukraine fatigue” is 
encouraging Russia to continue its full-scale invasion of Ukraine and pursue its theory 

of victory predicated on Russia outlasting Western support for Ukraine. Putin responded 

to a question during an interview with Russian state TV channel Rossiya 1 on October 25 following the 

conclusion of the BRICS summit in Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan on whether exhausted Ukrainian 

troops, Western war fatigue, or Russian military’s power is contributing to the success of Russian 
theater-wide offensive operations.[9] Putin responded by stating that Russia should continue to double 

down on its war effort in Ukraine and not pay attention to discussions of the enemy's fatigue. Putin 

added that the West is “beginning to realistically assess the situation around Ukraine” and “change its 
rhetoric” about the need for Russia’s “strategic defeat,” and that Russia can “only praise” the West for 
this rhetorical shift away from complete Russian defeat in Ukraine. Putin later stated in the interview 

that any outcome of Russia’s war in Ukraine must be in Russia’s favor and be based on the "realities on 
the battlefield," indicating that Russia remains committed to its original goal of forcing the Ukrainian 

government to capitulate and destroying Ukraine’s statehood and military and that Western hesitance 

in support for Ukraine only encourages Russia's commitment to this goal. ISW continues to assess that 

Putin’s theory of victory rests on a critical assumption that the West will abandon Ukraine to Russian 
victory, either of its own accord or in response to Russian efforts to persuade the West to do so, and 

that it is far from clear that the West will do so.[10] 

Putin also continued to exaggerate Russian progress in Kursk Oblast, likely in an attempt 

to reassure domestic audiences of the Russian military's ability to suppress Ukraine's 

incursion into Kursk Oblast. Putin responded to a question during his interview with Russian state 

TV channel Rossiya 1 on October 25 about his earlier claims on October 24 that Russian forces 

“blocked” roughly 2,000 Ukrainian soldiers in Kursk Oblast.[11] Putin doubled down on this claim, 
stating that Ukrainian forces that are “encircled” in Kursk Oblast “do not even really understand that 

they are encircled.”[12] Putin also claimed that Ukrainian forces have lost control over encircled units 
and emphasized that the Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) had not publicly reported on claimed 

successful Russian infiltration of some Ukrainian positions in Kursk Oblast. Putin once again failed to 



3                                       Copyright © Institute for the Study of War, 2024 
 

acknowledge that the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast extends from the Ukrainian-Russian 

international border and that Ukrainian forces can freely transit the sections of the border under 

Ukrainian control. Ukrainian Commander-in-Chief Colonel General Oleksandr Syrskyi notably refuted 

Putin’s October 24 claims of Ukrainian forces being encircled and suffering significant losses, and in 
turn, reported that Russian manpower casualties total 17,819 personnel (including 711 prisoners of war 

[POWs]) since August 8.[13] ISW cannot independently verify Ukrainian estimates of Russian losses, 

however, Russian and Ukrainian reporting indicates that Ukrainian forces are continuing to operate in 

Kursk Oblast.[14] Putin’s exaggerated statistics on Ukrainian losses are likely part of his attempt to 

explain away Russia’s inability to decisively repel the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast after nearly 
three months in the context of the likely imminent deployment of North Korean troops to combat in 

this area. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin promoted former Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR) 
“Sparta” Battalion Commander and Plenipotentiary Representative in the Urals 
Lieutenant Colonel Artyom Zhoga to the Russian Security Council, likely in an ongoing 

effort to establish younger, pro-war figures within the Kremlin. Putin signed a decree on 

October 25 adding Zhoga to the Russian Security Council — a key Russian consultative body that 

informs Putin’s decisions on national security issues.[15] Zhoga previously served as a member of 
Putin's re-election campaign initiatives group, and the Kremlin previously highlighted Zhoga and an 

interaction between Zhoga and Putin to announce Putin's presidential bid in December 2023.[16] 

Zhoga is also the highest-profile Kremlin appointee from the ”Time of Heroes” professional training 

program that aims to prepare Russian veterans to take municipal, regional, and federal government 

positions.[17] Zhoga is now the youngest member of the Russian Security Council at 49 years old. A 

Russian Telegram channel that routinely shares insider information commented on Zhoga’s 
appointment, stating that Putin typically includes newly appointed plenipotentiaries in the Russian 

Security Council, and Putin appointed Zhoga as the Presidential Representative to the Ural Federal 

Okrug on October 2.[18] The Telegram channel added that Zhoga’s appointment significantly increased 
the influence of Russian Presidential Administration First Deputy Head Sergei Kiriyenko’s group within 
the Kremlin.[19] Kiriyenko has been a leading figure in the Kremlin’s efforts to establish a new elite via 

the ”Time of Heroes” program.[20] Zhoga’s appointment follows the promotion of presidential aide 
and close personal ally Alexei Dyumin to the Russian Security Council on September 30.[21] Dyumin 

had been the youngest-ever member of the council before Zhoga.[22] ISW continues to assess that Putin 

appears to be using the "Time of Heroes" program to militarize the Russian government, further solidify 

a pro-war ideology in the Russian state and society, and form a new, highly militarized elite class.[23] 

Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov claimed that Russia does not seek to “influence” 
elections of other countries "unlike the West" amid continued evidence to the 

contrary.[24] Peskov stated on October 25 that the January 2025 presidential elections in Belarus 

are an “internal matter” but that everyone in Russia will support Belarusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko's candidacy nevertheless. Peskov claimed that while the West interfered in the 2020 

Belarusian presidential elections, the West will likely fail to do so again given that Belarus has learned 

from previous experience. Peskov also accused the West of unprecedented attempts to interfere in the 

Georgian and Moldovan elections and claimed that Moscow is not trying to influence the elections of 

these countries. Peskov’s accusations come amid statements from Moldovan officials, including 
Moldovan President Maia Sandu, about unprecedented levels of election interference from Kremlin-
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linked officials in the first round of Moldovan presidential elections that were held on October 20.[25] 

Sandu stated on October 21 that Moldovan authorities have evidence that criminal groups wanted to 

buy 300,000 Moldovan votes against Moldova’s European Union (EU) membership referendum and 

Sandu herself in favor of pro-Russian presidential candidates. The Georgian parliamentary elections 

will be held on October 26 and Russian officials and milbloggers have launched information operations 

portraying Georgian Dream as the stable choice for Georgia’s future and discrediting openly pro-

Western opposition parties while suggesting that a Georgian Dream victory could lead to territorial 

reconciliation, including potential compromises on the Russian-occupied regions of Abkhazia and 

South Ossetia.[26] Russia has a rich history of attempting to influence elections in post-Soviet countries 

in its favor through war, economic pressures, political threats, information operations, and other modes 

of meddling.[27] 

Russian authorities swiftly responded to xenophobic riots in Korkino, Chelyabinsk 

Oblast on October 25, a marked change from Russian authorities' slow and disorganized 

response to the October 2023 antisemitic riots in the Republic of Dagestan.[28] Russian 

Investigative Committee Head Alexander Bastrykin ordered a federal-level investigation into the 

murder of a female taxi driver purportedly by a member of the local Roma community in Korkino and 

the ensuing riots during which roughly 150 people attacked the home of several Roma people.[29] 

Russian authorities reportedly quickly quelled the riot, detained 30 people, and blocked a Telegram 

channel accused of encouraging locals to participate in the riot.[30] Russian authorities have 

consistently struggled to balance placating xenophobic sentiments among Russian ultranationalists 

and Russian communities with maintaining Russia's economic and internal security, particularly given 

Russia's dependence on migrants and non-ethnic Russian communities for economic growth and force 

generation.[31] ISW has previously noted that the Kremlin is working to develop the capacity to use 

information operations on social media platforms to trigger kinetic activity, and the role of social media 

accounts in provoking such riots highlights the influence that such Russian operations could have 

abroad.[32] 

German arms manufacturer Rheinmetall announced on October 24 that it recently 

delivered 20 additional Marder infantry fighting vehicles to Ukraine and noted that 

Germany financed the delivery of the vehicles.[33]  

Key Takeaways: 

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warned that Russia will imminently 

deploy North Korean forces to unspecified combat zones on October 27 and 28, as 

Russian and North Korean officials continued to issue vague yet suggestive 

statements regarding the possible presence of North Korean troops in Russia. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin signaled that Western “Ukraine fatigue” is 
encouraging Russia to continue its full-scale invasion of Ukraine and pursue its 

theory of victory predicated on Russia outlasting Western support for Ukraine. 

• Putin also continued to exaggerate Russian progress in Kursk Oblast, likely in an 

attempt to reassure domestic audiences of the Russian military's ability to 

suppress Ukraine's incursion into Kursk Oblast. 
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• Russian President Vladimir Putin promoted former Donetsk People’s Republic 
(DNR) “Sparta” Battalion Commander and Plenipotentiary Representative in the 
Urals Lieutenant Colonel Artyom Zhoga to the Russian Security Council, likely in 

an ongoing effort to establish younger, pro-war figures within the Kremlin. 

• Kremlin Spokesperson Dmitry Peskov claimed that Russia does not seek to 

“influence” elections of other countries "unlike the West" amid continued evidence 
to the contrary. 

• Russian authorities swiftly responded to xenophobic riots in Korkino, Chelyabinsk 

Oblast on October 25, a marked change from Russian authorities' slow and 

disorganized response to the October 2023 antisemitic riots in the Republic of 

Dagestan. 

• German arms manufacturer Rheinmetall announced on October 24 that it recently 

delivered 20 additional Marder infantry fighting vehicles to Ukraine and noted that 

Germany financed the delivery of the vehicles. 

• Ukrainian forces advanced near Borki and regained lost territory near Chasiv Yar 

and Toretsk. 

• Russian forces advanced near Siversk, Pokrovsk, and regained territory near 

Obukhovka.  

• The Kremlin is continuing to forge new state-affiliated veteran societies and 

organizations likely in an ongoing effort to replace veteran organizations that have 

been critical of Russia’s conduct of war in Ukraine. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT%20October%2025%2C%202024.png
https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT October 25%2C 2024.png
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• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach t within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

Ukrainian and Russian forces recently advanced in Ukraine's main salient in Kursk Oblast amid 

continued fighting on October 25. Geolocated footage published on October 25 indicates that Ukrainian 

forces recently advanced west of Borki (southeast of Sudzha).[34] Additional geolocated footage 

published on October 25 indicates that Russian forces recently recaptured positions east of Obukhovka 

(southeast of Korenevo).[35] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces also advanced near 

Novoivanovka (southeast of Korenevo) and Plekhovo (southeast of Sudzha).[36] A Kremlin-affiliated 

milblogger claimed that reports that Russian forces recaptured Darino (southeast of Korenevo and 

southeast of Lyubimovka) are unconfirmed.[37] Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of 

Defense (MoD), claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully counterattacked southeast of Korenevo 

near Novoivanovka, Zeleny Shlyakh, and Alexandriya; east of Sudzha near Russkaya Konopelka; and 

southeast of Sudzha near Plekhovo.[38] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 24 that Ukrainian 

forces seized positions south of Kireyevka (north of Sudzha and on the northeastern edge of the 

Ukrainian main salient in Kursk Oblast).[39] Elements of the Russian 155th Naval Infantry Brigade 

(Pacific Fleet, Eastern Military District [EMD]) reportedly continue to operate in Kursk Oblast.[40]  

Fighting continued in Glushkovsky Raion west of the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast on 

October 25, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian sources, including the 

Russian MoD, claimed that Ukrainian forces unsuccessfully attacked with one tank and two armored 

fighting vehicles near Novy Put (south of Glushkovo).[41] A Russian milblogger claimed that there are 

unconfirmed reports that some Ukrainian forces withdrew beyond the international border into 

Ukraine following fighting near Novy Put, but ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim.[42] 
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Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on October 25 but did not 

make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Kharkiv City near 

Vovchansk and Starytsya (southwest of Vovchansk) on October 24 and 25.[43] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces continued offensive operations along the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 

25, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian sources claimed that Russian forces 

advanced two kilometers near Stelmakhivka (west of Svatove) and that Russian forces control "most 

of" Kruhlyakivka (south of Kupyansk).[44] ISW has not observed confirmation of this claim of Russian 

advances and has only observed visual confirmation that Russian forces occupy roughly 25 percent of 

Kruhlyakivka. Russian forces continued offensive operations north of Kupyansk near Holubivka; 

southeast of Kupyansk near Pishchane, Kruhlyakivka, Lozova, Kolisnykivka, and Novoosynove; west of 

Svatove near Vyshneve; southwest of Svatove near Druzhelyubivka; northwest of Kreminna near 

Hrekivka, Katerynivka, and Tverdokhlibove; west of Kreminna near Terny, Zarichne, and Torske; and 

south of Kreminna near Serebryanka.[45] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces are 

continuing to destroy bridges over the Oskil River in order to sever Ukrainian ground lines of 

communication (GLOCs) in the Kupyansk direction, with one Russian milblogger claiming that Russian 

forces destroyed the last crossing over the river.[46] 

Ukrainian forces continue to strike Russian air defenses in the Russian near rear. The Ukrainian 

General Staff reported on October 25 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian Buk-M3 air defense system 

and destroyed the 9C36 radar system of a Buk-M2 air defense system in occupied Luhansk Oblast 

"several tens of kilometers" from the frontline on the night of October 24 to 25.[47] Ukrainian official 

sources reported that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian Buk-M3 system on the night of October 20 to 

21 in an unspecified area roughly 60 kilometers from the frontline as well as a Russian Buk-M2 system 

in southern Ukraine on October 23. [48] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

Russian forces recently advanced east of Siversk amid continued offensive operations in the area on 

October 25. Geolocated footage published on October 16 indicates that Russian forces recently 

advanced southwest of Verkhnokamyanka (east of Siversk) during a platoon-sized Russian mechanized 

assault.[49] The Ukrainian General Staff reported that Russian forces attacked near Vyimka and Ivano-

Darivka (both southeast of Siversk) on October 24 and 25.[50] Elements of the Russian 2nd Artillery 

Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 2nd Luhansk People’s Republic [LNR] Army Corps 
[AC]) are reportedly operating near Vyimka.[51] 

Ukrainian forces recently regained positions near Chasiv Yar amid continued Russian offensive 

operations in the area on October 25. Geolocated footage published on October 24 shows that Ukrainian 

forces are operating southeast of Chasiv Yar at Mine Block 9 where ISW previously observed Russian 

forces operating - indicating that Ukrainian forces recently regained lost positions in the area.[52] A 

Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced into a forested area east of Chasiv Yar, but 

ISW has not observed visual evidence to confirm this claim.[53] Russian forces attacked near Chasiv 

Yar and Predtechyne (south of Chasiv Yar) on October 24 and 25.[54] A Russian milblogger claimed 

that rainy weather conditions are forcing Russian forces to utilize vehicles more suitable for muddy 

conditions, including all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and SUVs, instead of motorcycles in Bakhmut 

Raion.[55] The milblogger noted that Russian infantry movement is currently "slow, labor-intensive, 

and generally ineffective." Elements of the Russian 4th Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd CAA) are 

reportedly operating south of Chasiv Yar.[56] Elements of the Russian 98th Airborne (VDV) Division 

and the 88th "Hispaniola" Volunteer Brigade (Russian Volunteer Corps) are reportedly operating in 

Chasiv Yar.[57] 
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Ukrainian forces recently regained positions in southern Toretsk amid continued Russian assaults in 

and around the settlement on October 25. Geolocated footage published on October 25 shows that 

Ukrainian forces are operating along Tobolenka Street in southern Toretsk where ISW previously 

observed confirmed Russian advances – indicating that Ukrainian forces recently regained lost 

positions in the area.[58] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced in Shcherbynivka 

(west of Toretsk), but ISW has not observed visual evidence to confirm this claim.[59] Russian forces 

attacked near Toretsk on October 25.[60] Elements of the Russian 2nd Motorized Rifle Battalion of the 

9th Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA, formerly 1st Donetsk People's Republic [DNR] AC, Southern 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft October 25%2C 2024.png
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Military District [SMD]) and the ”Sparta” Reconnaissance Battalion (51st CAA) are reportedly 
operating near Nelipivka (northwest of Toretsk) and Toretsk, respectively.[61]     

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft October 25%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Pokrovsk amid continued Russian offensive operations 

east and southeast of the town on October 25. Geolocated footage published on October 24 indicates 

that elements of the "Maxim Krivonos" volunteer detachment, allegedly formed by former members of 

the Ukrainian Armed Forces who defected to fight for Russia, recently regained positions near Mine 

No. 1 northeast of Novohrodivka (southeast of Pokrovsk).[62] Russian milbloggers claimed that 

Russian forces continued to advance within and near Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk), including in 

Seldyove's 11th Microraion in the northern part of the settlement, and advanced along Berehova, 

Tsentralna, and Shevchenka streets within central and eastern Selydove.[63] Russian milbloggers 

claimed that Russian forces advanced along the railway line into Vyshneve (south of Pokrovsk and west 

of Seldyove) and advanced into eastern Kreminna Balka from Tsukuryne (both south of Selydove), 

although one milblogger noted that Ukrainian forces maintain positions in Vyshneve.[64] Russian 

milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces advanced into eastern Novodmytrivka (southeast of 

Selydove) and near Novoselydivka (south of Selydove) and seized positions in western Hirnyk 

(southeast of Selydove).[65] Russian forces continued assaults east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka, 

Novotoretske, Vozdvyzhenka, and Krutyi Yar and southeast of Pokrovsk near Krasnyi Yar, Lysivka, 

Sukhyi Yar, Novohrodivka, Marynivka, Mykolaivka, Selydove, Mykhailivka, Novodmytrivka, Hirnyk, 

Zoryane, Izmailivka, and Novoselydivka on October 24 and 25.[66] Elements of the Russian "Black 

Hussars" detachment of the Russian 15th Motorized Rifle Brigade and the 27th Motorized Rifle Division 

(both of the 2nd CAA, Central Military District [CMD]), including its 506th Motorized Rifle Regiment, 

are reportedly operating near Selydove.[67] Elements of the Russian "Mora" detachment reportedly 

continue to operate near Memryk (southeast of Pokrovsk).[68] 
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Russian forces continued offensive operations east of Kurakhove on October 25, but there were no 

confirmed changes to the frontline in this area. A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces are 

advancing south of Heorhiivka.[69] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces have encircled 

roughly 20 Ukrainian servicemembers in Hostre and that Ukrainian forces are engaging Russian forces 

with small arms fire, although another Russian milblogger denied this claim.[70] Russian forces 

continued offensive operations near Maksymilyanivka and Hostre on October 24 and 25.[71] Elements 

of the Russian 238th Artillery Brigade (8th CAA, Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly 

operating near Dalnye (south of Kurakhove).[72] 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft October 25%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations southeast of Donetsk City on October 25, but there were 

no confirmed changes to the frontline. Russian forces continued offensive operations northeast of 

Vuhledar near Kostyantynivka, Katerynivka, Antonivka, and Vodyane and north of Vuhledar near 

Novoukrainka and Bohoyavlenka on October 24 and 25.[73] Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian 

forces advanced near Katerynivka, in an area 3.85 kilometers wide and 1.5 kilometers in depth near 

Bohoyavlenka from Vodyane and Vuhledar, and into Shakhtarske (west of Vuhledar).[74] ISW has not 

observed confirmation of these claims, however. Elements of the Russian 57th Motorized Rifle Brigade 

(5th CAA, Eastern Military District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Bohoyavlenka.[75] Elements 

of the Russian 26th Radio, Chemical, and Biological Protection Regiment (36th CAA, Eastern Military 

District [EMD]) are reportedly operating near Novodonetske (west of Vuhledar).[76]  

Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported on Russian activity in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia Oblast 

border area on October 25. 
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https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 25%2C 2024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces continued assaults in western Zaporizhia Oblast northeast of Robotyne near 

Novoandrivka and north of Robotyne in the direction of Novodanylivka on October 24 and 25 but there 

were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[77] Ukrainian Volunteer Army Spokesperson Serhiy 

Bratchuk reported on October 25 that Russian forces are transferring additional reserve forces to the 

Zaporizhia direction from rear areas of Russian-occupied Ukraine.[78] Bratchuk noted that Russian 

forces are intensifying assault operations in the Zaporizhia direction and that Russian sabotage and 

reconnaissance groups are operating more actively and trying to identify vulnerabilities in Ukrainian 

defenses in this direction. 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 25%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued attacks in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on October 24 and 25 but did not 

make any confirmed advances.[79] Elements of the Russian 80th Arctic Brigade (14th Army Corps 

[AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) reportedly continue operating in the Kherson direction.[80] 

Elements of the Russian BARS-33 Detachment (Russian Combat Army Reserve) reportedly continue to 

operate in the Kherson direction.[81] 

 

https://understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 25%2C 2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline)  

Russian forces conducted a series of drone strikes against Ukraine on the night of October 24 to 25. The 

Ukrainian Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 63 Shahed-136/131 drones and other drones 

of an unidentified type from Oryol and Kursk oblasts and Primorsko-Akhtarsk, Krasnodar Krai.[82] 

Ukrainian forces reportedly destroyed 36 drones over Odesa, Kyiv, Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk, 

Vinnytsia, Kirovohrad, Zhytomyr, Khmelnytskyi, Cherkasy, Lviv, Rivne, and Poltava oblasts as of 1000 

local time on October 25, and 16 Russian drones were reportedly "lost in location," possibly due to 

Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) countermeasures. Kyiv City Military Administration Head Serhiy 

Popko reported that drone debris fell in Darnytskyi Raion, starting a fire in an open area.[83] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian government signed a bill on October 25 that will allow military personnel on leave to 

receive medical care at any hospital or clinic, likely in part to placate Russian ultranationalists and 

milbloggers.[84] The Russian government signed this bill into law based on Russian President Vladimir 

Putin’s instructions, and this law will be in effect for the duration of the Russian full-scale invasion of 

Ukraine.[85] The Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) previously only allowed Russian servicemen to 

seek medical assistance at Russian MoD-affiliated hospitals while on vacations, which is not available 

in all Russian regions. Russian milbloggers claimed that they raised this problem during their first 

meeting with Defense Minister Andrei Belousov, and ISW had routinely assessed that Belousov’s 
meetings with milbloggers are likely part of the ongoing Kremlin effort to coopt the Russian milblogger 

community.[86] 

The Kremlin is continuing to forge new state-affiliated veterans societies and organizations likely in an 

ongoing effort to replace veterans organizations that have been critical of Russia’s conduct of war in 
Ukraine. The Russian MoD announced on October 25 that the founding meeting of the “SVOi” Military 
Brotherhood (a play on Russia's use of the term "special military operation" [SVO] and the Russian 

word "svoi" - which means “our own”) took place in the Central House of the Russian Army (CDRA) in 

Moscow, and that military personnel and veterans of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine organized 

the event.[87] The Russian MoD claimed that the All-Russian Public Organization of Veterans and its 

chairperson, Army General Viktor Yermakov, and the leaders of the other veteran organizations also 

initiated the founding of the “SVOi” organization. The “SVOi” organization will reportedly focus on 
providing assistance to Russian servicemen and paying tribute to deceased personnel. Russian veteran 

organizations, notably the All-Russian Officers Assembly and the Moscow Oblast detachment of the 

”Airborne Union” veteran association, had previously criticized the Kremlin’s conduct of the war and 
command changes, respectively.[88] The Kremlin may be attempting to form new state-run veteran 

organizations to prevent veterans from criticizing or opposing the regime. 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

Nothing significant to report. 
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Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko claimed on October 25 that the prospect of Belarus joining 

the Russian Federation is impossible and infeasible and that Russian President Vladimir Putin has 

never "set himself the goal of conquering Ukraine."[89] 

 

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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Nate Trotter, William Runkel, and Frederick W. Kagan 

October 24, 2024, 7:15pm ET 

Click here to see ISW’s interactive map of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. This map is 
updated daily alongside the static maps present in this report. 

Click here to see ISW's interactive map of Ukraine's offensive in Kursk Oblast. 

Click here to see ISW’s 3D control of terrain topographic map of Ukraine. Use of a 
computer (not a mobile device) is strongly recommended for using this data-heavy tool. 

Click here to access ISW’s archive of interactive time-lapse maps of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine. These maps complement the static control-of-terrain map that ISW produces 

daily by showing a dynamic frontline. ISW will update this time-lapse map archive 

monthly. 

Note: The data cut-off for this product was 1:15pm ET on October 24. ISW will cover 

subsequent reports in the October 25 Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment.  

Russian President Vladimir Putin failed to deny the presence of North Korean military 

personnel in Russia on October 24, amid official Ukrainian reports that the first North 

Korean military units arrived in Kursk Oblast on October 23. Ukraine's Main Military 

Intelligence Directorate (GUR) reported on October 24 that the first units of North Korean personnel 

arrived in Kursk Oblast on October 23.[1] The GUR reported that the North Korean personnel trained 

at the Baranovsky military training ground in Ussuriysk, Primorsky Krai; the Donguz military training 

ground in Ulan-Ude, Republic of Buryatia; the Yekaterinoslavsky military training ground in 

Yekaterinslavka, Amur Oblast; the 248th military training ground in Knyazye-Volkonskoye, 

Khabarovsk Krai; and the 249th military training ground in Primorsky Krai. The GUR reported that the 

Russian military spent several weeks coordinating with the North Korean military units. The GUR 

reported that North Korea has transferred roughly 12,000 North Korean personnel, including 500 

officers and three generals, to Russia and that Russian Deputy Defense Minister Colonel General 

Yunus-Bek Yevkurov is responsible for overseeing the training and adaptation of the North Korean 

military personnel. The GUR noted that the Russian military is providing ammunition and other 

personal kit to the North Korean personnel. Russian President Vladimir Putin responded to a question 

at a press conference after the BRICS summit in Kazan, Republic of Tatarstan, regarding recently 

released South Korean intelligence satellite imagery reportedly showing North Korean troops in 

Russia.[2] Putin wryly responded that "photos are a serious thing" and "reflect something."[3] Putin 

reiterated the mutual defense article in the Russian-North Korean strategic partnership agreement with 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/36a7f6a6f5a9448496de641cf64bd375
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/83a2f24901c941d581c0c523ecd2619b
https://understandingwar.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/3dviewer/index.html?appid=1602762dbcde419bb957dea358449580
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/733fe90805894bfc8562d90b106aa895
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North Korea, announced in June 2024 and officially ratified by the Russian State Duma on October 24, 

2024.[4] 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko strongly hinted that Belarusian forces will 

not fight in Ukraine and appeared to question Russian President Vladimir Putin's likely 

efforts to introduce North Korean forces into Russia's war against Ukraine in the 

process. Lukashenko answered a question from the BBC on October 23 about reports of North Korean 

troops going to fight alongside Russian forces in Ukraine, claiming that these reports are "rubbish," 

that Russian President Vladimir Putin would "never try to persuade" another state to involve its army 

in Russia's war in Ukraine, and that the deployment of armed forces from any state – including from 

Belarus – to the frontline in Ukraine would be a "step towards the escalation" of the war.[5] Lukashenko 

claimed that if "we" (Belarussians) got involved in the war, this would be the "path to escalation" and 

that NATO would deploy forces to Ukraine in response to another country's involvement. Lukashenko 

continued to deny that Belarus was involved in the Russia's launch of its full-scale invasion of Ukraine 

in part from Belarussian territory. Lukashenko also gave an interview on October 23 to Russian state-

run TV channel Rossiya 1 in which he claimed that he did not think that the Russian leadership or 

military needs North Korean troops as there are enough Russian forces on the front and Russia has 

significant mobilization resources.[6] Lukashenko claimed that Moscow understands that the 

deployment of North Korean forces to the war would be "undesirable for Russia" and that the West will 

respond by sending NATO troops to Ukraine. Kremlin newswire TASS notably did not report on 

Lukashenko's statements about how the use of North Korean forces in Russia's war against Ukraine is 

not in Russia's interests and only reported on his claims that NATO would deploy troops to Ukraine in 

response to the participation of North Korean forces in the war.[7] 

The Kremlin is reportedly attempting to portray the BRICS summit in Kazan, Republic 

of Tatarstan as evidence of widespread international support for Russia – especially to 

domestic audiences in Russia. Russian opposition outlet Meduza reported on October 24 that it 

reviewed the Russian Presidential Administration's manual to Russian state media and propagandists 

with guidelines about how to frame the ongoing BRICS summit in Kazan.[8] The manual reportedly 

highlighted three themes: Russian President Vladimir Putin is the "informal lead of the world majority," 

Western elites are "panicking," and "anxiety" is prevalent in the West generally. The Kremlin reportedly 

told media outlets to report that the BRICS summit "has the world's attention" and proves that 

"attempts to isolate" Russia after its full-scale invasion of Ukraine have "failed." Meduza reported that 

media outlets are supposed to highlight how Putin establishes "strategic ties that are not limited to one 

direction" in contrast to the West's alleged "fleeting alliances" (NATO celebrated its 75th anniversary 

this year). Russian state media and propagandists recently published articles highlighting many of these 

themes, sometimes even word for word as reportedly written in the manual."[9] Russian opposition 

outlet Verstka reported on October 24 that pro-Russian bots on Russian social media site VKontakte 

(VK) have left over 10,000 comments in two days about the BRICS summit – reportedly one of the 

largest Kremlin bot efforts recently.[10] The bots were promoting the idea that Russia is not 

internationally isolated, that BRICS' influence is growing, that anti-Russian sanctions are decreasing in 

importance, and that Russian forces are achieving successes in Ukraine. A Russian insider source 

claimed on October 24 that unspecified Kremlin-linked sources stated that BRICS states largely do not 

support Russia's position on its war in Ukraine, forcing the Kremlin to push this topic into the 

background in order to achieve some kind of "serious international association."[11] The insider source 
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claimed that multiple meetings during the summit discussed the People's Republic of China's (PRC) 

and Brazil's peace proposals – which favor Russia – but that these discussions "ultimately led to 

nothing." ISW assessed on October 23 that the adoption of the Kazan Declaration on the second day of 

the BRICS summit demonstrated that Russia has not yet secured the international support nor created 

the alternative security structure that the Kremlin desires.[12] 

Russian President Vladimir Putin attempted to project Russian confidence in the 

Russian military's ability to repel the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast at a press 

conference after the BRICS summit on October 24. Putin claimed that Russian forces have 

surrounded roughly 2,000 Ukrainian soldiers who are now "blocked" in Kursk Oblast.[13] Putin 

notably failed to acknowledge that the Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast extends from the Ukrainian-

Russian international border and that Ukrainian forces can freely transit the sections of the border 

under Ukrainian control. Putin also claimed that Ukrainian forces have lost roughly 26,000 personnel 

during the operation in Kursk Oblast in the past "month and a bit" - likely a gross exaggeration. 

Ukrainian authorities are investigating another execution of Ukrainian prisoners of war 

(POWs) by Russian forces in the Pokrovsk direction against the backdrop of Russian 

forces' increasingly frequent POW executions across the theater. The Ukrainian Prosecutor 

General's Office stated on October 24 that it is opening a pre-trial investigation into the murder of 

Ukrainian POWs by Russian forces near Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk).[14] The Prosecutor 

General's Office reported that Russian forces captured four Ukrainian servicemembers near Selydove 

on October 6 and filmed their interrogations, and that Ukrainian forces discovered the bodies of the 

four killed servicemembers after regaining the lost positions on October 7. The Prosecutor General's 

Office did not publish photographs or footage confirming this report.[15] Ukrainian Human Rights 

Ombudsman Dmytro Lubinets stated on October 24 that he sent letters to the United Nations (UN) and 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) about Russian forces' violation of the Geneva 

Convention on the Treatment of POWs.[16]  Ukrainian officials notably recently reported that Russian 

forces executed two unarmed Ukrainian POWs near Selydove on October 18.[17] 

Key Takeaways: 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin failed to deny the presence of North Korean 

military personnel in Russia on October 24, amid official Ukrainian reports that 

the first North Korean military units arrived in Kursk Oblast on October 23. 

• Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko strongly hinted that Belarusian 

forces will not fight in Ukraine and appeared to question Russian President 

Vladimir Putin's likely efforts to introduce North Korean forces into Russia's war 

against Ukraine in the process. 

• The Kremlin is reportedly attempting to portray the BRICS summit in Kazan, 

Republic of Tatarstan as evidence of widespread international support for Russia 

– especially to domestic audiences in Russia. 

• Russian President Vladimir Putin attempted to project Russian confidence in the 

Russian military's ability to repel the Ukrainian incursion into Kursk Oblast at a 

press conference after the BRICS summit on October 24. 
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• Ukrainian authorities are investigating another execution of Ukrainian prisoners 

of war (POWs) by Russian forces in the Pokrovsk direction against the backdrop of 

Russian forces' increasingly frequent POW executions across the theater. 

• Ukrainian forces recently advanced in Kursk Oblast and near Toretsk and 

Pokrovsk. 

• Russian forces recently advanced near Kreminna and Siversk. 

• The Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), Ministry of Defense (MoD), and 

Rosgvardia reportedly each have their own Akhmat units that perform different 

functions in different sectors of the front and rear. 
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We do not report in detail on Russian war crimes because these activities are well-

covered in Western media and do not directly affect the military operations we are 

assessing and forecasting. We will continue to evaluate and report on the effects of 

these criminal activities on the Ukrainian military and the Ukrainian population and 

specifically on combat in Ukrainian urban areas. We utterly condemn Russian 

violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against 

humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.  

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/DraftUkraineCoT October 24%2C 2024.png
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• Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

• Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine (comprised of three subordinate main efforts) 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Push Ukrainian forces back from the international border 

with Belgorod Oblast and approach to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Capture the remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push 

westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and encircle northern Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Capture the entirety of Donetsk Oblast 

• Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis 

• Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign 

• Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts 

• Russian Technological Adaptations 

• Activities in Russian-occupied areas 

• Significant Activity in Belarus 

Ukrainian Operations in the Russian Federation 

A Kremlin-affiliated Russian milblogger claimed on October 23 that Ukrainian forces maintain 

positions along the railway line south of Novy Put (south of Glushkovo) in Glushkovsky Raion west of 

the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk Oblast.[18] 

Ukrainian forces recently advanced southeast of Korenevo within the main Ukrainian salient in Kursk 

Oblast amid continued Russian assaults in the area on October 24. Geolocated footage published on 

October 24 indicates that Ukrainian forces recently advanced along the Snagost River north of 

Darino  and likely maintain positions in Darino and Nikolaevo-Darino (both southeast of 

Korenevo).[19] A Russian milblogger claimed that Russian forces advanced in the area between 

Sheptukovka and Khitrovka (both east of Korenevo) and advanced west of Tolsty Lug (south of 

Korenevo) in the direction of Zeleny Shlyakhk (southeast of Korenevo).[20] ISW has not observed 

confirmation of this claim, however. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces control the 

western half of Novoivanovka (southeast of Korenevo) and that Ukrainian forces are operating in the 

eastern outskirts of the settlement.[21] Russian sources, including the Russian Ministry of Defense 

(MoD), claimed that Ukrainian forces attacked southeast of Korenevo near Darino, Obukhovka, Nizhny 

Klin, Lyubimovka, Zeleny Shlyakh, and Novoivanovka and south of Sudzha near Plekhovo.[22] 

Elements of the Russian 137th Airborne (VDV) Regiment (106th VDV Division) reportedly participated 

in the Russian seizure of Lyubimovka.[23] Elements of the Russian 83rd Separate VDV Brigade are 

reportedly operating near Darino, and elements of the 8th Company of an unspecified motorized rifle 

regiment subordinated to the Russian Aerospace Forces (VKS) are reportedly operating near Olgovka 

(east of Korenevo).[24] 
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A Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kursk direction reported on October 24 that Ukrainian forces 

destroyed a Russian Strela-10 air defense system with a first-person view (FPV) drone in Kursk 

Oblast.[25] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/UAF Kursk Incursion October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian Main Effort – Eastern Ukraine 

Russian Subordinate Main Effort #1 – Kharkiv Oblast (Russian objective: Push 

Ukrainian forces back from the international border with Belgorod Oblast and approach 

to within tube artillery range of Kharkiv City)  

Russian forces continued offensive operations in northern Kharkiv Oblast on October 24 but did not 

make any confirmed advances. Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Kharkiv City near 

Vovchansk, Starytsya (southwest of Vovchansk), and Tykhe (east of Vovchansk) on October 23 and 

24.[26] Russian milbloggers claimed on October 24 that Ukrainian forces attacked near Hatyshche 

(northwest of Vovchansk).[27] The spokesperson of a Ukrainian brigade operating in the Kharkiv 

direction stated on October 24 that Russian forces have established high-quality fortifications built 

deep into the ground in the Kharkiv direction by digging "multi-story holes."[28]  The spokesperson 

also stated that Russian forces have not conducted mechanized assaults in the Kharkiv direction for "a 

long time" and noted that the Russian military might be preparing for the onset of winter to change 

battlefield conditions. The spokesperson reported that the lack of foliage will make activity on the 

battlefield more visible, making areas more difficult to defend.[29] Elements of the Rosgvardia's 116th 

Special Purpose Brigade are reportedly operating near Hatyshche, and elements of the Russian 7th 

Motorized Rifle Regiment (11th Army Corps [AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) reportedly 

continue operating near Lyptsi (north of Kharkiv City).[30] 
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https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kharkiv Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #2 – Luhansk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

remainder of Luhansk Oblast and push westward into eastern Kharkiv Oblast and 

northern Donetsk Oblast) 

Russian forces recently advanced northwest of Kreminna amid continued offensive operations along 

the Kupyansk-Svatove-Kreminna line on October 24. Geolocated footage published on October 24 

shows a Russian flag flying in central Novosadove (northwest of Kreminna), indicating that Russian 

forces seized the settlement and fields east of the settlement.[31] The Russian MoD claimed on October 

22 that Russian forces seized Novosadove, and Russian milbloggers recently claimed that elements of 

the 144th Motorized Rifle Division (20th Combined Arms Army [CAA], Moscow Military District 

[MMD]) participated in the seizure of the settlement.[32] A Russian milblogger claimed that the seizure 

of Novosadove enables Russian forces to launch new offensive operations on the left bank of the 

Zherebets River and claimed that Russian forces also recently pushed Ukrainian forces from Nevske 

(northwest of Kreminna).[33] Russian milbloggers also claimed that Russian forces consolidated 

positions in Kruhlyakivka (southeast of Kupyansk) and advanced further east from Novosadove,  west 

of Kyslivka (southeast of Kupyansk), and south of Makiivka (northwest of Kreminna).[34] ISW has not 

observed visual confirmation of these claims, however. Russian forces continued offensive operations 

north of Kupyansk near Holubivka; southeast of Kupyansk near Pishchane, Kruhlyakivka, Stepova 

Novoselivka, and Lozova; east of Svatove near Vyshneve; northwest of Kreminna near Hrekivka, 

Novomykhailivka, Druzhelyubivka, Katerynivka, and Tverdokhlibove; west of Kreminna near Terny, 

Torske, and Zarichne; and southwest of Kreminna near Serebryanka.[35] The Russian MoD posted 

footage on October 24 claiming to show Russian forces striking bridge crossings across the Oskil River 

west of Kupyansk-Vuzlovyi.[36] 
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Russian Subordinate Main Effort #3 – Donetsk Oblast (Russian objective: Capture the 

entirety of Donetsk Oblast, the claimed territory of Russia’s proxies in Donbas) 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Luhansk Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces recently advanced southeast of Siversk amid continued offensive operations in the area 

on October 24. Geolocated footage published on October 24 shows that Russian forces recently 

advanced along a railroad line southeast of Vyimka (southeast of Siversk).[37] The Ukrainian General 

Staff reported that Russian forces attacked near Vyimka on October 24.[38] Artillery elements of the 

Russian 85th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade (3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly 2nd 

Luhansk People’s Republic’s Army Corps [LNR AC], Southern Military District [SMD]) are reportedly 
operating south of Siversk.[39] 

Russian forces continued offensive operations in the Chasiv Yar direction on October 24 but did not 

advance. Russian forces reportedly continued to attack in eastern Chasiv Yar; northeast of Chasiv Yar 

near Hryhorivka; and south of Chasiv Yar near Predtechyne, Bila Hora, and Stupochky on October 23 

and 24.[40] Elements of the Russian 98th Airborne (VDV) Division reportedly continued to operate 

near Chasiv Yar.[41] 
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Ukrainian forces recently regained tactical positions in central Toretsk amid continued Russian assaults 

in and around the settlement on October 24. Geolocated footage published on October 22 and 23 

showed Ukrainian forces operating along Dzerzhynskoho Street in central Toretsk, where ISW 

previously observed Russian advances – indicating that Ukrainian forces recently regained lost 

positions in the area.[42] A Russian source claimed that Russian forces advanced in southern 

Shcherbynivka (west of Toretsk), but ISW has not observed visual evidence to confirm this claim.[43] 

Russian forces continued to attack in Toretsk and southwest of Toretsk near Nelipivka on October 23 

and 24.[44] Elements of the 132nd Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA, formerly 1st Donetsk People's 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Chasiv Yar Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Republic [DNR] AC) and ”Russkiye Yastreby” (Russian Hawks) drone operators of an unspecified 
parent formation are reportedly operating in the Toretsk direction.[45] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Toretsk Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued to prioritize offensive operations in Selydove (southeast of Pokrovsk) on 

October 24 at the expense of the northern flank of Pokrovsk. Russian sources continued to claim that 

Russian forces advanced further into southern and central Selydove and in the fields north of the 

settlement.[46] ISW has not observed visual confirmation of these claims. Ukrainian servicemembers 

told Ukrainian broadcaster Suspilne on October 24 that Russian forces control a large part of Selydove, 

and one Ukrainian servicemember stated that Russian forces control roughly 85 percent of the 

town.[47] Ukrainian National Guard Spokesperson Ruslan Muzychyk did not confirm these statements 

and responded that Ukrainian forces are trying to stop large Russian groups from securing positions, 

from reaching the urban development, and from advancing on the northern and eastern outskirts of 

Selydove, including from Mykhailivka (east of Selydove).[48] ISW has not observed visual confirmation 

of the Ukrainian servicemember’s statement about the extent of Russian advances in Selydove. The 
spokesperson of a Ukrainian National Guard brigade reported on October 24 that the northern and 

eastern outskirts of Selydove are contested “grey zones” and that Ukrainian forces held off Russian 
advances around Selydove after Russian forces launched massive attacks on the town from the north, 

east, and south on October 21.[49] The spokesperson added that Russian forces transferred military 

units from the northern flank of the Pokrovsk direction to strengthen the attacks on Selydove, are 

transferring medium-sized groups to infiltrate Selydove’s outskirts, and are treating the seizure of 
Selydove as the top priority. The spokesperson observed that Russian forces launched infantry assaults 

without mechanized support, that these assaults have proven effective because of the overwhelming 

number of Russian reserves concentrated in the area, and that Russian forces used better prepared 

infantry elements to launch the second wave of attacks on Selydove. The spokesperson added that 

Russian forces also transferred different types of electronic warfare (EW) systems to prevent Ukrainian 

reconnaissance drones from operating in Selydove, which had likely facilitated Russia’s recent advances 
in the town alongside Russian artillery, air, and glide bomb strikes. ISW assessed on October 23 that 

the Russian military command’s apparent focus on securing Selydove has come at the expense of 
Russian forces’ ability to sustain a meaningful offensive drive directly on Pokrovsk — Russia's self-

defined operational objective on this sector of the front.[50] Russian sources claimed that elements of 

the Russian 433rd Motorized Rifle Regiment (27th Motorized Rifle Division, 2nd Combined Arms Army 

[CAA], Central Military District [CMD]) are reportedly operating in central Selydove, and elements of 

the 15th Motorized Rifle Brigade (2nd CAA) are reportedly operating near Mykhailivka.[51] 

Ukrainian forces reportedly recently successfully counterattacked northeast of Selydove amid 

continued Russian assaults east and southeast of Pokrovsk on October 24. Geolocated footage 

published on October 23 and 24 shows a Ukrainian mechanized counterattack near the Novohrodivka 

Mine No. 1/3 (northeast of Selydove and southeast of Pokrovsk).[52] Russian sources made 

unconfirmed claims that Russian forces advanced in the field south of Sukhyi Yar (northwest of 

Novohrodivka), along the railway line in eastern Vyshneve (south of Pokrovsk), and reached the 

outskirts of Novodmytrivka (southwest of Selydove) and that assault elements of the Russian 114th 

Motorized Rifle Brigade (51st CAA) reportedly entered Novoselydivka (south of Selydove).[53] Russian 

forces continued to attack east of Pokrovsk near Myrolyubivka, Novotoretske, Promin, Mykhailivka, 

Krutyi Yar, and Sukha Balka; south of Pokrovsk near Novodmytrivka and Kreminna Balka; and 

southeast of Pokrovsk near Selydove, Lysivka, Sukhyi Yar, Mykolaivka, Hirnyk, Zoryane, and Krasnyi 

Yar on October 23 and 24.[54] 
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Russian forces continued assaults in the Kurakhove direction on October 24 but did not advance. 

Russian forces reportedly attacked east of Kurakhove near Maksymilyanivka and southeast of 

Kurakhove near Hostre and Dalne.[55] Drone elements of the Russian “Rem&Rop” detachment of the 
1472nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (68th AC, Eastern Military District [EMD]) and drone elements of 

the 3rd Motorized Rifle Battalion of the 39th Motorized Rifle Brigade (68th AC) are reportedly 

operating in the Kurakhove direction; and elements of the 102nd Motorized Rifle Regiment (150th 

Motorized Rifle Division, 8th CAA, SMD) are reportedly operating near Maksymilyanivka.[56] 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/East of Pokrovsk Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian forces continued offensive operations southwest of Donetsk City near Vuhledar on October 24 

but did not make any confirmed advances. Russian milbloggers claimed that Russian forces marginally 

advanced southeast of Bohoyavlenka (north of Vuhledar), although ISW has not observed visual 

confirmation of this claim.[57] Russian forces continued ground attacks northeast of Vuhledar near 

Antonivka, Katerynivka, and Kostyantynivka; north of Vuhledar near Bohoyavlenka; west of Vuhledar 

near Zolota Nyva; and northwest of Vuhledar near Novoukrainka on October 23 and 24.[58] Drone 

operators of the Russian 36th Motorized Rifle Brigade (20th CAA, EMD) are reportedly operating near 

Bohoyavlenka.[59] 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Vremivka - Marinka Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Neither Russian nor Ukrainian sources reported Russian ground activity in the Donetsk-Zaporizhia 

Oblast border area on October 24. 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Donetsk Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian Supporting Effort – Southern Axis (Russian objective: Maintain frontline 

positions and secure rear areas against Ukrainian strikes) 

Russian forces continued assaults in western Zaporizhia Oblast northeast of Robotyne near 

Novodanylivka on October 23 and 24, but there were no confirmed changes to the frontline.[60] A 

Russian milblogger claimed on October 24 that recent Russian advances in the Zaporizhia direction 

could indicate that Russia may begin prioritizing offensive operations in the Zaporizhia direction in the 

near future.[61] The milblogger claimed that the Russian ”Dnepr” Grouping of Forces reportedly 
created several new brigades in occupied Kherson Oblast and that Russian forces may intensify 

offensive operations in the Zaporizhia direction if Russian forces continue to degrade both Ukrainian 

reserves in Kursk Oblast and Ukrainian morale in other parts of the frontline. The Russian milblogger 

claimed that the need to advance through open fields and worsening weather conditions in Zaporizhia 

Oblast may cause difficulties for Russian operations in this direction. Another Russian milblogger 

claimed on October 24 that Ukrainian forces are intensifying the use of first-person view (FPV) drones, 

reconnaissance drones, and hexacopters to strike Russian artillery positions in the Zaporizhia 

direction.[62] 

Ukraine's Southern Operational Command reported on October 24 that Ukrainian forces reportedly 

struck a Russian Buk-M2 air defense system in southern Ukraine on October 23, and a Ukrainian 

journalist reported that Ukrainian forces used a HIMARS system to strike the Buk-M2.[63] The 

Ukrainian General Staff reported on October 21 that Ukrainian forces struck a Russian Buk-M3 air 

defense system on the night of October 20 to 21 approximately 60 kilometers from the frontline in an 

unspecified area of Russia or occupied Ukraine.[64] 
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Russian forces continued attacks in east (left) bank Kherson Oblast on October 23 and 24 but did not 

make any confirmed advances.[65] A Russian milblogger claimed on October 24 that Ukrainian forces 

are mining the floodplain of the Dnipro River to hinder future Russian advances in the Kherson 

direction.[66] Drone operators of the Russian 80th Arctic Motorized Rifle Brigade (14th Army Corps 

[AC], Leningrad Military District [LMD]) reportedly continue to operate in the Kherson direction.[67] 

The Russian MOD claimed on October 24 that Russian forces destroyed three Ukrainian drones over 

the Black Sea.[68] Sevastopol occupation governor Mikhail Razvozhaev claimed that Russian air 

defenses shot down a Ukranian missile over occupied Sevastopol.[69] 

Ukrainian Navy Spokesperson Captain Third Rank Dmytro Pletenchuk stated on October 24 that the 

Russian Black Sea Fleet (BSF) is concerned that Ukrainian forces can strike Russian BSF ships in port 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Zaporizhia Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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in Novorossiysk, Krasnodar Krai, but that the BSF does not have an alternative port location to station 

BSF ships in the Black Sea region.[70] Pletenchuk noted that several Russian vessels have recently 

sortied from Russia's Novorossiysk base en masse and that Russian forces are sortieing the ships in 

order to limit the risk of possible Ukrainian drone strikes and further destruction of BSF vessels. 

 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/Kherson-Mykolaiv Battle Map Draft October 24%2C 2024.png
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Russian Air, Missile, and Drone Campaign (Russian Objective: Target Ukrainian military 

and civilian infrastructure in the rear and on the frontline) 

Russian forces conducted a series of drone and missile strikes against Ukraine on the night of October 

23 to 24. Ukraine’s Air Force reported that Russian forces launched 50 strike drones, including Shahed-

136/131 drones and other drones of an unidentified type, from Oryol and Kursk oblasts and occupied 

Crimea; two Kh-22 cruise missiles from over the Black Sea; and two Kh-59 cruise missiles from the 

airspace over Bryansk Oblast.[71] Ukrainian forces reportedly shot down 40 drones over Odesa, 

Mykolaiv, Dnipropetrovsk, Vinnytsya, Zhytomyr, Khmelnytskyi, Cherkasy, Kirovohrad, Kyiv, Poltava, 

and Chernihiv oblasts.[72] Ukraine’s Air Force reported that seven Russian drones became “locally 
lost,” likely due to Ukrainian electronic warfare (EW) interference, that two drones flew into Belarusian 

airspace, and that one drone remained in Ukrainian airspace as of 0830 local time on October 24.[73] 

Kyiv Oblast Military Administration Head Ruslan Kravchenko reported on October 24 that debris from 

Russian drones damaged two businesses and a transformer in Kyiv Oblast.[74] Khmelnytskyi Oblast 

officials reported on October 24 that Ukrainian air defenses shot down eight Russian Shahed drones 

over Khmelnytskyi Oblast and that debris from the destroyed Shahed drones damaged a hotel in 

Starokostyantyniv.[75] 

Russian Mobilization and Force Generation Efforts (Russian objective: Expand combat 

power without conducting general mobilization) 

The Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD), Ministry of Defense (MoD), and Rosgvardia reportedly 

each have their own Akhmat units that perform different functions in different sectors of the front and 

rear.[76] A Russian servicemember of the “Aida” group of “Akhmat” Spetsnaz explained the structure 
of the Akhmat forces, claiming that the Russian MVD, MoD, and Rosgvardia each have their own 

Akhmat detachments. The Russian MoD reportedly oversees the Akhmat Sever, Akhmat Yug, Akhmat 

Vostok, Akhmat Rossiya, Akhmat Chechnya, and Akhmat Spetsnaz units, and the MVD reportedly 

oversees Akhmat units that carry out police functions. The servicemember noted that Rosgvardia units, 

including its Akhmat-1 unit, are not fighting on the frontline in Ukraine but are operating in the rear, 

whereas MoD Akhmat units are the only ones on the frontline. The servicemember claimed that each 

Akhmat element has its own commander and battalion commanders and function as full military units. 

The servicemember noted that Apty Alaudinov is only responsible for the Akhmat Spetsnaz, and that 

the Russian 204th Spetsnaz Regiment (3rd Combined Arms Army [CAA], formerly Luhansk People’s 
Republic’s 2nd Army Corps [LNR AC]) is part of the Akhmat Spetsnaz. ISW observed reports that the 
78th "Sever-Akhmat" Motorized Rifle Regiment (42nd Motorized Rifle Division, 58th Combined Arms 

Army [CAA], Southern Military District [SMD]) were operating near Chasiv Yar as of early August 

2024; that elements of the "Yug-Akhmat" Battalion were operating near Robotyne as of early July 2024; 

that elements of the "Vostok-Akhmat" Battalion were operating near Robotyne as of February 2024; 

and that elements of the 1434th "Akhmat-Chechnya" Regiment and Akhmat Spetsnaz were operating 

in Kursk Oblast as of October 2024.[77] 

Russian opposition news outlet Agentsvo reported on October 23 that Russian state and private 

structures have already spent 1.46 billion rubles ($15.1 million) on anti-drone protections so far in 2024 

and will likely spend at least two million rubles ($20.7 million) in all of 2024 – 13 percent more than in 

all of 2023.[78] Agentsvo noted that total spending on drone defense may be higher as the only 
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available data is from state and private structures that must operate through the government 

procurement website. Natalia Kotlyar, the deputy director for business development at the Vector 

Research Institute, a subsidiary of Russian state defense conglomerate Rostec, claimed on October 22 

to Russian state business outlet Vedomosti that the Russian anti-drone protection market could reach 

30 billion rubles ($311.6 million) by the end of 2024.[79] 

Russian Technological Adaptations (Russian objective: Introduce technological 

innovations to optimize systems for use in Ukraine)  

Nothing significant to report. 

Activities in Russian-occupied areas (Russian objective: Consolidate administrative 

control of annexed areas; forcibly integrate Ukrainian citizens into Russian 

sociocultural, economic, military, and governance systems) 

ISW is not publishing reporting on activities in Russian-occupied areas today. 

Significant activity in Belarus (Russian efforts to increase its military presence in 

Belarus and further integrate Belarus into Russian-favorable frameworks and Wagner 

Group activity in Belarus) 

See topline text.  

Note: ISW does not receive any classified material from any source, uses only publicly 

available information, and draws extensively on Russian, Ukrainian, and Western 

reporting and social media as well as commercially available satellite imagery and other 

geospatial data as the basis for these reports. References to all sources used are provided 

in the endnotes of each update. 
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